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PREFACE. 


JL here is an interest attaching to the character 
and fortunes of Hunjeet Singh, and to the 
dominion lie has established over the Punjab and 
the Sikh nation, which promises to ensure to 
the following pages a favorable reception from 
the British Public. This interest is founded 
not less upon the geographical position of tiie 
territory of the new state, than upon the fact 
of its having been silently growing up under our 
eyes, till our wonder is excited at the accumu- 
lation of power and of wealth at the command 
of its present head. The desire to learn the 
steps and the means, by which the founder of 
any empire has risen to greatness, is a natural 
curiosity of the human mind, intense in propor- 
tion to the exaltation reached : but in this 
instance there is proximity to our own posses- 
sions, with the collisions that have occurred in 
consequence, to add to the interest felt about 
a 
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Runjeet Singh ; besides that the tract of coun- 
try, now forming the Sikh kingdom, is in the 
high road by which* every conqueror from the 
west has penetrated into Hindoostan ; and spe- 
culation is always more or less afloat, as to the 
possibility of a similar conquest being again 
attempted, by the armies of Europe associated, 
or by those of the Northern Autocrat alone, 
whose views of aggrandizement seem insatiable^ 
and have long been directed towards Persia and 
the East. 

The time thus appears to be favorable for an 
attempt to offer to the Public some information 
as to the present condition of the Punjab and 
its Ruler : and every one must have felt, that 
there is a blank in the intelligence possessed on 
this subject, not consistent with the general 
state of knowledge, or the eagerness with which 
information, and in particular political and sta- 
tistical information, is in these days poured forth 
upon the Public, by every one who thinks he , 
has any thing to communicate, that will be 
listened to or received. The early history of 
the Sikhs is pretty generally known : few are 
ignorant, that they are a religious sect, esta- 
blished in the time of Babur by Nanuk Shah, 
the propagator of doctrines of universal toleration, 
and the zealous projector of an union of faith 
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Hindoos and Mahouimedans, on 
the 'Basis of the unity of the Godhead. In like 
manner it would be superfluous to recapitulate 
in a work like this, how the sect was continued, 
and its tenets and creed embodied in sacred 
volumes called Grunths, by a succession often 
sainted Gooroos, ending with Gooroo Govind, 
who lived in the time of Aurungzeee, and who, 
meeting persecution, converted his followers 
from peaceable and industrious citizens, into 
deadly enemies to the Moghul empire and 
Mooslim faith. All this has been fully traced 
and explained in various publications : so also 
the vain attempts of Banda, and other Martyrs 
who followed Goonoo Govind, against the too 
great strength of the Delilee sovereignty and its 
officers, under the immediate successors of Au~ 
rungzeeb : but tlierise of the sect, from the dust 
into which it seemed to he beaten down by per- 
secution, to its present splendour of exaltation, 
has not hitherto been made the subject of any one’s 
investigation and research ; and the matter con- 
sequently comprised in this volume is given 
confidently as new, and as not to be found else- 
where. It is our duty and onr present btrjecl to 
explain where and how it has been obtained. 

The British Government has since 1808 been 
the protector of the Sikh territory lying between 
a 2 
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tlie Sutlej and Jumna : Its officers have been 
appealed to for the adjustment of all disputes 
between the chiefs and their neighbours or 
dependants, and the references to the Supreme 
Council of Government at the Presidency are 
frequent, and involve questions of great intri- 
cacy, making the management of our relations 
in that quarter by no means the least troublesome 
part of the business submitted to its decision. 
Lord William Bentinck was led by the per- 
ception of this circumstance to seek from the 
officers employed in the management of Sikh 
affairs, some general information as to the his- 
tory and condition of the chiefs, and the habits 
and customs of the sect. Accordingly, when 
preparing for his journey to Hindoostan, in 
1830, he called upon Captain Murray, the Poli- 
tical Agent at Umbala, who had for more than 
fifteen years been employed in conducting our 
relations with the Sikh chiefs on the British side 
of the Sutlej, for a report upon the subject. Cap- 
tain Wade, the Assistant at Loodeeana, who 
had latterly been entrusted with the subordi- 
nate charge, under the Resident at Dehlee, of 
the correspondence with Runjeet Singjj, was 
similarly called upon, and both officers submit- 
ted voluminous reports, containing valuable 
information on all the points required. That of 
Captain Murray seemed to be the result of 
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much reading and research, and to he prepared 
from materials collected during the whole period 
of Ins residence amongst the Sikhs He had 
evidently consulted witli care all the Persian 
and other hooks, that afford any insight into 
the history of the Sikhs, or of the Moghul and 
Afghan officers who came into contact or colli- 
sion with them , while his account of the rise 
and fortunes of Runject Singh appeared to 
hav e been compiled from the reports and verbal 
information of intelligent persons w ho had served 
under him, corrected and tested by a laborious 
examination of the Aklibars or native news- 
papeis, files of which were recorded in Ins 
office a valuable Appendix was added, contain- 
ing the result of Ins personal observations, and 
enquiries into the habits, customs, rules, and 
observances of the Sikhs The report was 
defective in arrangement, being put together 
with no view to publication, but unfortunately 
this highly esteemed and distinguished officer 
died very soon after the Governor General 
visited those parts, when it w as his Lordship s 
intention to have requested him to prepare from 
Ins expose, a volume calculated to diffuse the 
information lie had collected, and to give public 
and general utility to the result of Ins labours 


There is no doubt, that, if this officer had 
lived, the work would have been executed in a 
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follow, to the date of the decease of the promi- 
nent character of the work, to be added here- 
after, in case at any future period the public 
should take sufficient interest in the affairs of 
the Punjab, to call for a renewed publication 

It may be proper to add, that while the first part 
of this ork was already in the Printer s hands, 
a Persian account of the affairs of the Siklis 
in the Punjab, was obligingly communicated to 
the Compiler by Sir Charles Metcalfe The 
manuscript had been delivered to Sir Charles 
by its author, Khooshm uqt Raee, who was for 
many years the Agent and Intelligencer of the 
British Government at Umntsur The narra- 
tive comes down to 1812 only, but is very full 
m respect to tlie early history of the Sikh Sir- 
dars, and contains much information and useful 
matter, not to be found eisewlieie The oppor- 
tunity which was thus presented of comparing 
an original work of this kind with the Memoir 
of Captain Murrai, has not been lost The 
result has afforded a satisfactory corroboration 
of the accuracy of this officer indeed, the corres 
pondence of date and circumstance in many 
important particulars leads almost to the con- 
clusion, that Khoosiiwuqt Raee’s narrative must 
have been amongst the matenals from which 
the Memoir was prepared Some occasional 
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discrepancies and additional facts or illustrations 
have been noted separately at the close of the 
volume. The Compiler’s grateful acknowledg- 
ments are particularly due to Sir Charles 
Metcalfe, for the liberal frankness with which 
so valuable a material has been made available 
to improve and correct this publication, and it 
is to the same high quarter, that he is indebted 
for access to the materials from which the Map 
lias been constructed, which is prefixed to the 
volume. 

H. T. P. 

Calcutta , May , 1834. 
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A D 1742 to 17G1 


Affairs of the Punjab an the decline of the Deft lee 
Sovereignty to the Battle of Paneepul and separation 
of the territory ftom Hindoostan. 

Tar empire founded »n Hindoostin by Babur, and 
supported by tire vigour and abilities of several genera- 
tions of celebrated Princes, fell speedily to dissolution 
after tbe accession of Mohummud Si i in The invasion 
of Nadir Siiaii gave a violent shock to its stability, 
which was already undermined by the growing power of 
the Mahrattas , and the inroads of the Abdalee, Aiimed 
Shah, though made in support of the faith of JUoifUM- 
Mup, and successful in checking that reaction of Hindoo 
vigour, which threatened at the time to overwhelm it, 
accelerated nevertheless the Jail of lb chouse of Tv moor, 

• This Chapter Is entirely from Captain Mdhray, who has the merit of 
being the first to collect anti pot together in a consistent narrative, the 
loose fragments and materials t! at exist, in respect to the events ta the 
"T’anjab at this period 

A 
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tv Inch he uniformly treated with neglect and humiliation 
The court of Deblee ceased thenceforward to he looked 
up to as the source of protection, of honors, or of punish 
ments The satraps, and officers, nominally acting under 
its authority, assumed every where independence the 
provinces were dismembered, and a spirit of disaffection 
was roused in all parts of the empire The history of 
Hindoostan ceases from this period to be that of any 
ruling dynasty, aud must be traced in the detail of the 
events of each province and in the transactions, by 
which the several Nuwabs, Rajas, and Princes, — the 
sects, nations or associations of chiefs, rose each in turn 
to power, in displacement of the royal authority, and in 
successful rivalry with one another It is the object of 
the following pages to collect nnd exhibit in continuous 
narrative, the occurrences of this description in the 
Punjab, and to trace the rise of the chief who now 
sways the destinies of that province, nnd of a large bor- 
dering territory, with a vigour of authority, unknown to 
any other part of India, not subject to the dominion of 
Europeans 

1 unri a Khan, the son of Zuxarifa ICiian, 
commonly styled Kit AW Buff ADOOR, held the viceroy ally 
of I/ilior, when the JAl Zumccndars of tho Punjnb cm 
poverishtd by long extortion nnd driven at last to 
desperation, took to rapine nnd plunder for the support of 
themselves and f unities nnd as a bond of nmon und ex 
a lament against their oppressors rcvttei} in their customs 
nnd ceremonies, tho latent flame of the Sikh ritual They 
proclaimed the faith and tenets of Gov imi Sincii tho 
last acknowledged Gooroo or spiritual guide of the Sikhs 
nnd to* h the Valid of initiation into the mysteries of 
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tint religion The long hair on the head, and flowing 
beard, the entire renunciation of tobacco, anti the use 
of the audible salutation of u Wah Gooroo jee ke futeh,' 
(victory to Gooroo jee,) proclaimed that the ploughshare 
had been exchanged for the avenger s sword, and that 
the maxims and precepts of the grunt h of Gooroo 
GoWND had prevailed over the more peaceable doc 
trines of the vedas and shastras of pare Ilmdooism 
The spirit of the revived sect displayed itself at first 
m secret association and isolated acts of depredation 
Bodies of armed men in tens and twenties, called 
Dharicee in the dialect of the province, that is high 
way men, infested the routes of communication, attached 
villages or plundered in towns, according as their local 
counectionsanuted to either mode of seeking wealth or 
the means of support The early neglect of the ruling 
authority enabled the associations to prosper, and the 
most successful chiefs purchased horses with the proceeds 
of their spoil, and mounted and armed their followers 
Their example and success made the cause popular with 
the young and adveuttirous, so that the number who took 
to these courses augmented daily, until the chiefs formed 
their respective dehras or encampments rn open defiance 
of the ruling authority and sought celebrity by bold uud 
hardy enterpnzes which gave security in the awe they 
inspired, while the wealth nnd reputation resulting 
afforded the means of further strengthening themselves 
The distractions of the Moghul empire and the intrigues 
and imbecilities of the vice regal court at Lahfir gave 
encouragement to the system pursued, not only by the 
neglect to punish, but by the occasional av ailment of 
the services of individual chiefs, so that many of them 
assumed an orgamzed martial appearance, and not content 
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■witli ra\ aging tbe open country, approached the sacred 
reservoir of the Sikhs at Umntsnr and maintained them- 
selves m that \icnnty The different associations were 
united by common interest, no less than by the profession 
of a new faith , and a system of general confederation 
for defence, or for operations requiring more than single 
efforts, was early arranged between the chiefs. 

The evil had spread and had acquired some head be- 
fore the attention of the Governor Yuheea Kiian was 
sufficiently roused to induce him to make an exertion to 
put it down At length, however, his revenue failing 
from these disorders, he sent out a small detachment of 
government troops under command of Jusput Raee, 
brother of las Dewan or prime minister, Lukhput 
Race. They proceeded first ngaiost a body of insurgent 
Sikhs who were devastating the country, and driving off 
the flocks and herds in the vicinity of Yumeenabad, 
which lies to the North of Labor. The detachment was 
overpowered, and Jusput Rvcd being slam, his men 
dispersed Lukhput Raee Dewan, however, hastened 
from Lahfir to avenge his brother’s death, and the insur- 
gents retreated before him into the northeastern corner of 
the Punjab, where be indicted on them a severe chastise- 
ment The Dewan brought back with him many prison- 
ers, whose heads were struck off without remorse in the 
Ghora Nukhas, or horse market, outside the city wall of 
Labor The spot is now called by the Sikhs “ Shuheed - 
<7 unj, n the place of martyrs, in memory of this event, 
and a sumadh or tomb has been erected there in honor of 
the Bhaeo Jaroo Singh, which marks the site After 
this success a proclamation was issued in the name of 
the Governor T uilKEA Khan, denouncing death to all 
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persons who* invoked the name of GoorooGovind, and 
a reward was offered for the heads of' his disciples. This 
rigour and summary proscription checked the progress 
of Sikh proselylism, and Hie enthusiasm of the votaries” 
of the Gooroo was considerably diminished. Many cut 
their long hair and curtailed their flowing beards to avoid 
detection and death, and others fled across the Sutlej 
into the adjoining province of Sirhind, where they found 
protection or concealment in the' wide wastes which lie 
to the west of Puteeaia and Nab a. * 

- Not long after this event, the younger brother of 
Yuheba Khan, by name Siiaji Nuwaz Khan, rose 
in insurrection against him, and succeeded in establishing 
himself in the two provinces of Lahhrand Mooltan, mak- 
ing prisoner YuilEEA Khan, with all his state officers. 
He nominated a Hindoo, named ICaonra M ul , to be 
Dewan in lien of Lukhput Raee, bat left Adbena 
Bed Khan, who bad risen under his father Zuk vreea 
Khan, and governed with much vigour the difficult 
district of the Jnlundhur Dooab, in both c»il and mili- 
tary charge of that tract. Ycheea Khan escaped 
from Lahbr, and hastening to Dehlee, laid his com- 
plaint before the Vazeer, his uncle Kumur-ood-deen 
Khan, who was at the same time privately informed, 
that Shah Nuwaz Khan, in fear of the consequences 
of his act, had opened u correspondence with Ahmed 
&IUII Akdalcov The Slink had. recently seized Kabool 
ahd Peshawar in ejection of the Dehlee Soobabdar, 
Nasir Khan, an event that had excited much alarm 
at the capital. The Vuzeer availing himself of his 
relationship appealed to his nephew’s sense of honor, and 
addressed to him a strong remonstrance on bis defection 
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from allegiance, desiring hun not to seek, tbe degrada- 
tion of serving Ahmed, the gusool or mace-bearer of 
Nadir, but to be faithful to the hereditary sovereign of 
his family and race The young man’s pride was touch- 
ed, and although doubtful what might he the issue of the 
complaint of his elder brother, he prepared himself 
to oppose the advance of the Dooranees, and with- 
drew from further correspondence with Ahmed Shaii. 
Undeterred by this change of counsels, tbe Abdalee 
crossed the Indus near the fort of Attuh, m the year 
1747, nud sent his domestic priest, S^niR SHAII, in 
advance to Inb6r, hoping through lus negotiations or 
intrigues lobindSuvii NuwazKiiaN to lus first offers, 
or at all events to secure a friendly reception to Ins army. 
Shaii Nuwaz, however, was now staanch in his alle- 
giance to Dehlee, and placed himself m the best posture 
of defence his scanty means would permit. He further 
gave to his court a pledge of fidelity by causing the 
agent of the Abdalee to be murdered Ahmed Shaii 
was greatly incensed at this violence done to the person 
of his ambassador and confidential servant, and crossing 
the Itavee, marched immediately to attach Shah Nuwaz 
IChan in the entrenched position he had taken up under 
the walls of Lalifir The resistance offered was slight, 
the defences were soon mastered by tbe Doorance war- 
riors. and Sltui Nuw\z escaping fled to Dehlee, the 
city ofDalior was shortly after reduced, and its resources 
fell a prey to the Abdalee, who raised there a heavy 
contribution 

Ahmed Shah when at Dehlee in the train of Nadik 
Shaii, had not been an inattentive observer of tbe state 
of things at that Court. Tbe imbecility of MoiiUMMUD 
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SiiAit, ilie overgrown power, the discords and intrigues 
of the great Ameers or grandees, and the little ohedi 
cncc paid to the royal authority at the capital as well 
as in the interior, had not failed to attract his attention 
and the confusion likely to follow the departure of the 
invading army afforded matter of speculation for an 
ambitious man seeking whore eventually to push Ins own 
fortnne The unparalleled success which bad attended 
lus first efforts in Afghanistan, and the advantage to 
■which lie systematically turned his present means in 
laying the foundation of future grandeur, encouraged 
him to hope from what he saw and heard of the condition 
of things at Deblee, that the time was favorable for an 
attempt to erect for himself an empire on the nuns of 
that of the hoase of T\ moor Having mastered Lahfir, 
therefore, he determined on an immediate advance towards 
Deblee, and crossing the Beab and Sutlej without oppo 
sition, approached Sirhmd 

The Vozeer Jvumur odd deem Kiiav was not defi- 
cient in energy, and made preparation to meet the invader. 
Calling out the principal chiefs of Rajpcotana with their 
respective quotas he placed the king s eldest son Prince 
Ajimed in nominal command and with this force and the 
troops at the capital took up an intrenched position at 
the village of JMunoopoor, nine miles from Sirluud The 
Abdtdee Shah having reconnoitereil the position deemed 
himself too weak to attempt a storm of the works en- 
camping in the neighbourhood therefore, he directed Jus 
efforts against the supplies of the Detdee army, and sent 
detachments to cut off convoys and intercept the comma 
mentions with the capital This led to continual skir 
mnshes and partial engagements, which amused both 



8 


RETREAT Or AHMED SHAH 


A D 1748 


armies for a month without producing anything decisive 
An event however then occurred that brought about an 
immediate change in the aspect of things The Vuzeer 
was hilled whilst at evening prayers by a random sho$ 
from the Dooranee artillery, and from that time forward 
there ceased to he any commander in chief in the Dehlee. 
camp The Rajpoot chiefs who had come upon Ins in\i- 
tation, and were held together by bis influence and repu- 
tation, feeling confidence in no other leader, began to 
desert the royal standard, and retired to their respective 
estates The Abdalee hearing of this deemed the moment 
favorable to assume the offensive, and ordered an attack, 
notwithstanding the inferiority of his numbers A panic 
fell on the imperial army and disorder began to spread 10 
the camp Mefr Munoo, however, son of the deceased 
Vuzeer, seized the critical moment, and bringing a body 
of fresh troops to the points assailed, led them himself 
to the charge, and repulsed the Dooranees with consi- 
derable slaughter , so much so that Ahmed Shah deemed 
it necessary to relinquish his designs for the present, 
and retired precipitately across the Punjab in order to 
repair his losses His retreat was unmolested, and lie 
recrossed the Attuh. without making any effort to main- 
tain his footing at Lalifir The Punjab was thus reco 
vered for the Moghul and the Government of Lali 6 r and 
Mooltan was conferred by the Dehlee Court on Meer 
Munoo, with the title of Mooyyunool Moolk, in re- 
ward and acknowledgment of his service on tins important 
occasion 

The invasion of the Abdalee, and Ibe occupation of 
tbe forces on both sides m the struggle for empire 
on the plains of Sirhrnd, were fa\orable to tbe farther 
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rise of the Sikhs, whose depredations were for the 
interval unchecked, and who again showed themselves 
by daj, and ventured even to satisfy their religions pie 
jndices by stolen visits to the shrines of their faith at 
Umritsor The new Governor of Labor, Me BP AFtrvoo 
■ confirmed K tONRA. Mul m the office of Dewan, and 
fonnd the disorders created by these associations and by 
fanatics of the sect who sprung up in numbers, to be one 
of the first objects requiring his attention A small party 
of Sikhs bad the audacity to throw up n mud work which 
they called Ram Rounee, (but which having been since 
enlarged is now called Ramguib) in the district and im 
mediate vicinity of TJmntsnr, and Sikh plunderers 
scoured tbe country m all directions Meer Munoo 
surrounded and captared Ram Rounee and stationed de 
tachments to preserve the peace of tbo countrj, who bad 
orders to detain all Sikhs, and to shave their heads and 
beards By these energetic measures the public confi 
dence was restored the Sikbs were again compelled to 
fly the country or hide their heads, and proselytes to 
their futh and habits, became more rare 

Ahmed Shah Abdalee had retired only to recruit his 
Strength, and was by no means inclined to relinquish bis 
designs on Hmdoostan In tbe following season from 
that of lus first invasion, that is, after tbe close of the 
ruins of 1748, be again crossed tbe Indus, and inter 
rtf p fee? ah' ill PER Mi/xaos p^aas for esiabhsfoag- k/mssif 
in Ins government and better ordering its administration 
Being apprehensive that bis force was too weak to resist 
tbe invader, be applied to Dehlee for reinforcements and 
in order to gain time sent a mission to the Abdalee camp 
to offer terms of compromise and negociate for the Shah s 

B 
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retirement lie followed up this measure by lnmself 
moving out of Labor, and pitched Ins camp at Soudbttra, 
on the south bank of the Chan'ib This state of prepara- 
tion and the known character of the Labor viceroy 
deterred the Abdalee for the time from attempting to 
force his way into llmdostan He was content there-* 
fore to accept a promise of the revenue of the four 
districts, Pursuroor, Goojrat, Seal Kot, and Aurungabad, 
which lnd formerly been assigned to Nadir Shui, and 
then retraced Ins steps toKabool. 

This success of Meer Munoo and the credit resulting 
excited envy m the grandees at Dehlee, and instead of 
meeting further reward from the court, an intrigue there 
deprived him of the government of Moolhn, which was 
conferred on Shvii Nuwaz Iviian. The viceroy in 
possession, however, was not of a temper to submit 
patiently to such supercession, and he detached lus 
minister K\ONRA Mul to oppose the new governor. 
Siiaii Nuwaz Kiian advanced to the frontier of Mool- 
tan, with a force collected for the purpose of securing his 
investiture, hut hading himself overmatched could pro- 
ceed no farther Tor about six months he maintained 
himself on the frontier without any thing decisive occur- 
ring, hut it the end of that time he was indaced to 
hazard a battle with tlicDewan, in which he was defeated 
and slain Meer Munoo created Kaonra Mul Raja 
for this service, and invested him with the subordinate 
charge of Mooltan and the adjoining districts 

As might be expected, Meer Munoo failed to remit 
to Kabool the revenues of the four districts stipulated, and 
the Abdalee Ahmed Shah had thus a pretext for again 
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crossing the Indus, which he did in the season 1751 2, 
and advanced to the right bank of the Chunab SooKH 
JeewonTt Hindoo, was sent thence to Lab&r to demand 
the fulfilmentof the engagement M eer Mungo replied, 
that the promise had been made in the exigency of the 
moment find he did not look upon himself as bouud to 
nbide by the strict letter, hut free to act according to cir 
cum stances lie offered, however, to pay now what might 
he due, upon the condition of tho Dooranec army being 
immediately withdrawn Not expecting this offer to he 
accepted, Mecr Musoo called in Adeena Beg Kii w 
and Baja KAovba Mud with their respective forces, to 
Lahhr, where an intrenched camp was prepared at Sbali- 
dnrra m tho environs Ho himself advanced to meet the 
Abdalee,and retired before him os he moied eastward un 
til both chiefs approached Lahdr, wheu the viceroy entered 
Ins entrenched position under the walls of the city Tor 
four months he maintained himself m this post, and was 
proof against every endeavour of the Shah to entice him 
out of his entrenchment The blockade maintained was 
however strict and supplies then began wholly to fail 
The only food or forage for the horses and ammunition 
catlle consisted of chopped straw from the roofs of hots 
and bazars, and grain and flour were sellmg at an exor 
Infant price A council of war was called in this eraer 
gcncy, when Adeev a Beg gave it as his opiaioa that as 
no succour or reinforcement conld be expected from 
Debbie, on. action ought to bo risked before their pro 
visions wholly failed, as might be expected m a few dajs, 
if the blockade continued. Baja Kaonra Mui was 
opposed to this advice, he observed that the Viceroj’s 
troops were mostly raw levies, who were no match la the 
field for the hardy veterans of the Shah That tho 
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country for a wide space round liad been foraged and 
wasted, and the distress for provisions was’. not less in 
the Dooranee camp than in their own — that In twenty 
days more the hot weather would set in, When the 
northern troops of the Shah would find the sun and wind 
intolerable in the plains, and hence would be compelled 
to retreat or to attack them in their hues to disadvantage 
There can be no doubt that the advice of the Hindoo was 
the preferable and more prudent course, but the viceroy 
was joung, and not free from the impatience and impe- 
tuosity of youth, and the opinion of Adeena Beg fell 
more in accordance with his own disposition Early m 
the morning therefore of the 12th April 1752, his army 
moved from its lines and took np ground on an elevated 
spot marked by an old brick kilu The Shah prepared 
immediately for action. Ills artdlciy was ordered to 
advance, and a cannonade was kept up between the two 
armies until the afternoon, when the Shah observing 
some confusion ordered a charge by a select body of 
cavalry, which was so far successful as to induce Mefr 
Mxjnoo to retire again within his entrenchments In the 
retreat Baja Kaonra Mul’s elephant chanced to tread 
on an old grave, the earth of which sinking strained and 
nearly disabled the animal Before the Mahout could 
extricate him, the Baja was overtaken and slain by a 
Dooranee horseman, and lus loss, when it came to be 
known m the entrenched camp, occasioned a panic and 
desertion so general, that the viceroy was compelled, by 
diminished numbers, to retire within the city wall In this 
exigency Adelna Beg Kiian abruptly withdrew with 
lus troops, and Meer SIunoo, finding the fortifications of 
the citj out of repair and untenable, was induced to yield 
to circumstances, and tendered his submission to the Shall. 
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The Abdalee was well pleased so to close tlie campaign 
lie sent Ins principal officer J uii IN Khan, into tlie city, 
to conduct tlie viceroy to Ins presence, and treated lnm 
with all courtesy and respect, declaring Ins admiration of 
the determined spirit conduct and deportment displayed 
by him on all occasions He exacted a large sum of 
money from him for the expences of the campaign and 
then reinstated him as viceroy on Ins own part both of 
Lab&r and Mooltan 

Before retiring to his own dominions, Ahmed Shah 
determined on the occupation of Kashmeer and a strong 
detachment was sent thither under command of Ubdool 
LA Iviian, who succeeded in penetrating to the valley, 
and establishing tlie Shah s authority there withoutopposi 
tion The Hindoo Soorii Jeewun, a Ivhutree of Ka 
bool was selected for the government and the rainy 
season being now near the Shah re crossed the Indus, 
and carried back Ins army to Kabool 

Heer Munoo did not long survive these events he 
was killed b) a fall from Ins horse, whereupon Ins widow, 
a woman of spirit and address, proclaimed her infant son 
as successor in tlie viceroyalty, and succeeded m estab 
lislnng an administration in bis name Before ten 
months had expired however, this hope was likewise 
cut off the infant dying of the small pox The Begum 
then proclaimed her own name, and dispatched agents to 
Dchlee and to Ivabool to procure her acknowledgment 
To the Vuzeer at Dehlee her daughter was offered in 
marriage, and he came to the banks of the Sutlej to cele 
brute the nuptials By these acts the Begum secured 
herself against present supercession, and her authority 
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was displaced in an act of cruelty, the motives of which 
have left a taint of scandal on her reputation Upon the 
accusation of having designs upon the viceroyalty, Mrcn 
Bhekaree Khan, an influential officer of thclate vice- 
roy, was seized by her order, and earned into the interior 
apartments, where he was so severely beaten with shoes 
and sticks as to expire under tkp punishment Hie 
Begums personal concern in such an act gave credit to 
the imputation, very generally believed at the time, that 
it was committed m revenge for some personal disap 
pomtment of a kind never forgiven by a woman 

A female viceroy was not likely to display much acti- 
vity in suppressing associations like those of the Sikhs, 
which meddled not with her case and pleasures at the 
seat of government Their number and audacity accord 
ingly increased rapidly, and bands of these bearded depre 
dators vvero continually to bo seen, traversing tho various 
districts of the Punjab, sweeping off the flocks and herds, 
and la) mg waste the cultivation, unless redeemed by a 
prompt contribution Disorder, anarchy, and confusion 
gained head in the province, as in all other parts of Ilin 
doostan 

It was not until after an interval of four >ears that 
is, in the season 1755 6, that Ainirn Shah Al d dec 
appeared again in the field In all his previous incursions 
ho had been met by the energy oflocal governors, and tho 
Dehlte court had made efforts, or at least had displayed 
some interest and anxiety m checking his advance 
On the present occasion, such wns the condition of wreck 
and revolution to which the empiro was reduced, that no 
one offered any where to impede his march, and ho 
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traversed the Punjab nod entered even the imperial city 
without experiencing the smallest opposition. IIis 
detachments plundered Muthra and threatened the city 
of Agra, and the Shall having formed a matrimonial con- 
nexion with the family of Ty moor, laid (he capital under 
lieavj contribution, and confiscated to his own ose the 
property of the grandees and principal inhabitants. His 
cupidity being thus satisfied, he retired, leaving the 
throne of the Moghul in the same weak hands, and 
helpless condition in which he found it Dot he seized 
on the Punjab and Sirlund, and gave the government of 
both provinces to bis son Tymoor, with whom bo left 
his confidential officer Jun AN Kiivn and a detachment 
of troops of no great strength, and then returned to 
Kabo oh 

Since the death of Meer Munoo, Adeena Bec 
Khan bad assumed entire independence in Ins subordi- 
nate government m the Jalundkur Doo-vb, and had appro- 
priated the revenues to hes personal use aud in providing 
the means of maintaining lumsclf One of the first nets 
of the jonng Prince Tymoor was to summon tins chief 
to Lahfir as a dependant of his government The wary 
veteran however evaded prompt compliance, alleging the 
necessity of Ins presence in his districts to check the 
increasing audacity of the Sikhs who were encamped in 
his vicinity, and, were he to desert his post, might secure 
a permanent bold in the country The Afghan Prince 
not satisfied with this excuse, sent a detachment of his 
troops to seize Adeena Beg, wherenpon the latter 
strengthened himself by association with the Sikhs, of 
whom be took a considerable body info pay, and with 
them retired before the Afghans into the northern 
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hills Being; now folly committed with the Dooranees, 
his mind, fertile in resources, sought the means of sue 
cour and relief in a quarter, which would not readily 
have occurred to another He applied to the Mulmittns, 
whose reputation for enterpnze and daring adventure 
was then high, and whose chiefs were at the time encamp- 
ed near Dehlee lie stipulated for the payment of a 
daily sum for their aid, and pointed out the rich harvest 
of spoil that was within their reach The expedition was 
entered upon with alacrity, and Muliiar Rao Holkur, 
with some other chiefs of that nation, marched immediate- 
ly for the Punjab, where they were joined on passing tho 
Sullcjby Adeena Beg, with aswarmof Sikh plunderers, 
and the whole advanced rapidly on Labor The Princo 
Tt moor and Jgii\n Kii vn were unable to stem this 
torrent of invasion, and retired precipitately to the Indus 
Their retreat was harassed by frequent attacks, and most 
of their baggage taken The Muhrattas then overran the 
whole country, and their main body returned to Deblec, 
but "i detachment of this nation was left m the occupation 
of Labor 

Adbpna Brr Khan did not long survive this event 
lit died in 1758, having latterly, and indeed for u long 
time, played a very conspicuous pari in the diplomacy of 
the Punjab and Ilindoostan His address, experience, 
nnd extensive knowledge recommended bun early to the 
notice of the viceroys who in succession ruled LiliGr 
under them he tosc through the gradations of office, 
until las services were at last recompensed by tho dele 
gated administration of a troublesome but very fertile 
region During a season of nnusu il disorder and diffi- 
culty, be m untamed his station, and kept his territory 
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prosperous and profitable while in the midst of strug- 
gles for dominion between contending nations, and in the 
conflict of parties, and the intrigues of chiefs, all stronger 
than liimself, he contrived to acquire something at every 
change, and availed himself of every opportunity to ag^ 
graudize and strengthen his power, with adepth ofcunmng, 
and a readiness which gained for him a high reputation 
for wisdom He was a master of the arts and shifts of 
Indian diplomacy The Sikhs lie amused and secured 
immunity from their depredations, by occasionally paying 
for their services, and he would even buy their forbear- 
ance when too weak to coerce them "When his ruin wa$ 
determined upon by the Abdalee Afghans, he bribed 
the Muhraltas to enter the field against them, and by this 
means effected the expulsion of the prince, who drove 
him to such extremity, together with his minister, whom 
be suspected as tbe instigator of tbe mischief How he 
would have played bis part m the great struggle impend- 
ing bctweeD the Mnhrattas and Abdalee Afghans can 
only be surmised, death baring saved him from tbe 
vengeance or politic mercy of the Shab He left no issue 
or successor to perpetuate his name and authority, but Ins 
memory lives in the Punjab, and he is respected even by 
the Sikhs ns the last of the Moghul rulers m their country. 

The Muhrattas were now the ruling power of Hindoo 
Stan , their forces traversed the country, from the 
jftiiUcca fa ftte jfnxfav, sou? ffcarsA if/w, -aim 1 tart-ear 
tured to take the Geld against them The Moosulman 
Soobabdars, who bad asserted independence in the deca 
dence of the Moghul empire, trembled for their pnn 
cipalities, and seemed to have no alternative but sub- 
mission, and the payment of Cbout to this upstart 
c 
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Hindoo sovereignty, or absolute extinction In tins 
state of things the rc appearance of the Abdalee, 
Ahmed Sii vh, east of tlic Indus, was hailed by a large 
party in Ilindoostan as a source of salvation, and 
welcome succonr Shooja ood Doula, in Oudh, the 
celebrated Nujeeb ood-Doula, who governed Dehlee 
and the Northern Dooab, the Rolnlla Chiefs, and all 
the Mohummedan families settled m the Dooab, or 
west of the Jumna, prepared to range themselves 
under the standard of the Shah, and to fight the great 
battle for their faith and independence under his leading. 
The Muhralta detachment retired before the Shah from 
BaliSr to Dehlee, pillaging and laying waste the country 
ns they went. The fertile plains of Sirhind conse- 
quently exhibited an appearance of desolation, that 
induced the Abdalee, as well for the convenience of 
obtaining supplies, as to unite with the Mohummedan 
chiefs of Ilindoostan, to cross the Jumna at Boorea into 
the Dooab Here he fell in with and overpowered n 
Mahratta detachment under Duttajee Sindheea who 
was slain, and Mu I uar Rao Holkur was overtaken 
soon after bj two Afghan generals, who ronted his troops, 
and had nearly taken the chief himself by surprise 
"When the rainy season approached, the Abdalee can- 
toned his army in the Dooab between Schundra and 
Anoopshuhur, the country round Dehlee, and to the west 
of iht Jumna, having been completely ravaged and laid 
waste bj the Mnbrattas 

The court of Poona on being apprised of the arrival 
of the Shah, and of tlicdefeat of DuttajeeSindheea 
and Muliiar Rao IIoikur, prepared for a great 
effort to maintain their supremacy in Ilindoostan The 
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retainers of the state were called out, and an immense 
army advanced towards Dehlee, under the command of 
Sud yshbeo Ryo Biiao, commonlj called the BbSo, 
with whom wentWlswAS Rao, the Pesiiwy’s eldest 
son, and the heads of alt the principal Mahritta families 
On the inarch the chiefs in advance fell id and 
swelled the train, and the whole reached Dehlee, pillag- 
ing without remorse as they went, and encountering no 
where any opposition 

The Jumna which divided the two armies was still 
unfordable, and the Bliho, after a short halt at Dehlee' 
moved northward to Kama!, where his army was occupi- 
ed for a few days in the siege of Koonjpoora, the 
possession of a I’othan family, on the west hank of the 
Jumna The place was taken bj storm after an obsti 
nate resistance by the head of the family, Nijabut 
Khan, who was slam in the lost assanlt The Mabrattn 
army then moied back on Paneeput, imd allowed the 
Shah to ford the Jumna with all his cavalry, on the 23d 
of October The Bhdo* judged himself to bo unequal 
to cope with the Shah in the open field , he accordingly 
threw np intrenchments and took np a position about the 
town of Paneeput, and there waited the attack of the 
enem} The Abdalee strengthened by the junction of 
the confederate forces of Oadb, BolulkhoDd, and of all 
the Mohummedan Chiefs of upper Ilindoosian. surround- 
ed the ATnhrattns, and aimed to cut off the Bhdo s sup- 
plies Tor three months, the two armies lay close to 
each other, occupied in skirmishes and partial actions, 
and the Shall maintained his blockade At the end of 
this time, want began to be ftlt in the BhSo’s lines, and 
the distress from this cause increased to such a degree 
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as to compel the Bhdo to risk an action On the 7th of 
January 1761, he led his army out of their intrenched 
position at day break, and prepared for the final straggle 
The Mahrattas were entirely defeated, and both "W istvaS 
Rao and tbe Bhdo were slam in the action, with many 
other principal Muhratta chiefs There have been few 
battles attended with greater carnage than history as* 
signs to this The lowest computation of the loss sus- 
tained by tbe Mubrattas, fixes the number engaged at 
200,000, of whom more than half were slam in the action 
or pursuit and, considering how far from their own 
country they fought, and that the intermediate tract was 
mostly hostile, our wonder at the loss will be lessened. 
But the moral effect on the Muhratta nation was greater 
even than the actual loss Tbeir entire force had been 
put forth for the struggle, and defeat was for the moment 
felt as the annihilation of their ambitious hopes, and tho 
destruction of their power. 

The Abdalee remained for a few days after this im- 
portant victory in the city of Deblce regulating the affairs 
of Hindoostan He then returned through the Punjab 
to Kabool, appointing Khaja Odyd and Zyn Khan 
to be bis governors in Lah6r and Sirbind, which he de- 
signed permanently to annex to Ins own dominions. 
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Operations of the Afghans in the Punjab . The condition 
of the Sikh associations, and the rise and exploits of 
the principal Chiefs and Misuls. The Punjab aban- 
doned to them by the Afghans. Their proceedings for 
the occupation of the territory . 

Ahmed Shaii made no stay in the Punjab, and trembled 
Jjimself little with thedisorders that prevailed in its inter- 
nal administration. The* governor be left at Lah&r was 
little better than the military commandant of an ont-posf, 
collecting revenues and levying contributions as be could, 
for the support of bis detachment, and in aid of the gene- 
ral resources of the Shah. The imperfect hold thus 
retained of this territory, and the weakness of the detach- 
ment left with the Afghan governor, Kiiaja Obyd, were 
highly favorable to the Sikhs, who throve upon the dis- 
order which prevailed ; and, in the neglect with which 
they were treated, secured strong holds and fastnesses in 
different parts of the country, and added greatly to their 

* In this Chapter several facts have been added to Captain Murray’s 
N arrative, on the authority of the Report of Captain Wade, whose infor- 
mation as to the origin of the family of Kuimeet Sinch, will have been 
derived from the most authentic sources. 
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power anti resources. Amongst others, the ancestors of 
ItUNJrTT Singh, the present ruler of the Panjab, ap- 
peared early in the field as leaders of enter prize, and 
acquired a reputation that was daily on the increase. The 
family boasts of no antiquity, the first of whom any tradi- 
tionary recollection is preserved was a petty Zameendar, 
named DESOO,a Jatk.of the Sdnsee tribe, who resided in 
a village of the district of Manjha, called Sookur-cbnk. 
His patrimony was confined to three ploughs and a well, 
and little is known of him, except that lie was the father 
of Nodii Singii, whose son Ciiurut Sincii, founded 
the fortunes of the family, by establishing a Surdaree 
or chieftainship, which bis descendants, Muha Singh 
and Runjeet, have improved into the sovereignty over 
a wide and fertile territory. 

Nodh Singh was the first of the family who embraced 
the Sikh religion he sought in marriage the daughter of 
Goolab Singii, a Zumeendar of Mejitlna, who was 
already initiated in the rites of that faith, and the Pakal 
was proposed as the condition' of the nuptials Nodii 
Singh yielded, and, after his marriage, gave up his 
father’s plough, and purchasing, or otherwise procuring a 
horse, joined the association headed by Kapoor. SlNGH, 
of Goojrat, which bore the title of ryzoollapoorea 

Nodh Singii is stated to have died in 1750, when 
ClIURUT Singh, following bis father’s courses, bat dis- 
daining to serve in a subordinate capacity, associated with 
himselflus brothers m IawDuL Singii and JodiiSingii 
and with their help, raised some followers, whom he main- 
tained and kept together by successful predatory enter- 
prizes His wife was of Gujuraolee, a village lying not 
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far north of Lahdr, and through the influence of her 
family, lie obtained leave to erect in its vicinity a small 
mud fort to serve as a place of safe custody for Ins plun- 
der, and of retreat for his family and followers The post 
was convenient, from its vicinity to Lahfir, as a rallying 
point for other Sikh associations, and in 1762, it attracted 
the attention of Kiiaja Ob yd, who marched with a force 
to raise it and eject ClWJtVT SiNGlt from the neighbour 
hood The Sikhs, however, attached importance to the 
post, and ft large body tendered their aid for its defence 
When the governor approached Gujnraolee, they threw 
a select body into the gurhee, and hovering about, watch- 
ed his catnp Kiiaja Obyd had entertained for the 
eaterprize a number of Sikh troops, who opened a clan 
destine correspondence with their brethren, and ultimately 
deserted in a body to the enemy The governor s other 
troops immediately took panic and dispersed, and Kiiaja 
Obyd himself had barely time to mount a fleet horse and 
escape, when the Sikhs broke into Ins camp and plunder- 
ed all Ins baggage 

After tins defeat, the Afghan governor dared scarcely 
to show himself beyond the walls of Labor, and the Sikh 
Dal, or assembly of chiefs and followers, was publicly 
held at Unintsur, where the bathings and other ceremo 
Dies of the Dewalee being performed, it was resolved to 
invest Jundeeala aplaceheldbyNERtWjuvEcGGoROO, 
a Hindoo, who had made submission aud taken service 
with Ahmed Shah, and hence had incurred the vea 
geauco of the votaries of Gooroo Govind 

The report of these events roused the attention of 
Ahmed Shah, who, in November 1702, again appeared 
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on the Indus Trotn thence he made, with a select 
detachment, one of those long and rapid marches, for 
which he was celebrated, in the hope of surprising the 
Sikhs, who had invested, and were still employed in 
the siege of Jmideeala They obtained, however, a 
few hour's notice of his approach, and breaking up their 
camp, dispersed in different direclious, most of them 
flying beyond the Sutlej The Shah rejoined his main 
body at Labor, and ordered his governor of Sirhind to 
watch the Sikhs, and call out the several Aloosulman 
Sirdars and Jageerdars, with their contingents, to operate 
against them The Shah was informed by express soon 
after this,* that the mam body of the Sikhs was at Kos 
Ituheera, on the south bank of the Sutlej, (whose course 
fioui Teerozpoor is from east to west,) and that Zyn 
Kiian, with the Baroach and MuIfirKotih Moosulmans, 
was watching. their movements The Shah immediately 
prepared a strong detachment of cavalry provisioned for 
three days, and, leaviug Lahfir as secretly as possible, 
led them himself against the enemy. On the evening of 
the second day he crossed the Sutlej, and made a halt 
of a few hours only at Loodeeaua By sunrise on the 
following morning hejomed Zyn Khan, and found him 
already engaged with the Sikhs, for these latter trusting 
to their great nnmencal superiority had thought to over- 
power the Sirbind governor, and attacked him in ins 
camp The appearance of the high sheep skin caps of 
the Shah’s body guard and northern troops, gave an 
immediate turn to the battle, and the Sikhs were broken 
and fled The pursuit was continued west as far as 
Hureeana Burnulla, and the slaughter was great It lias 
been estimated at from 25 to 30,000 men, but Cjptain 
Murray states be was assured by an old Aloosulman of 
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Maler Kotila, who was in the action, (bat (ho entiie 
billed and wounded of the Sikhs in this battle did not 
exceed 12,000 The want of muster rolls and the irregular 
formation of Indian artm6s, which are always mere asso- 
ciations of chiefs, all representing their force larger than 
the reality, mast necessarily make it difficult, if notitapos- 
sible, ever to ascertain the real loss sustained in action. 
This disaster is however characterised m Sikh tradition, 
as the Ghuloo GJiara or bloody carnage Ala StNcn, 
of Puteeah, chief of the Phool family, was made prisoner 
at Burnala, and carried by the Shah to Lahor There, 
at the intercession of Sii yiiWulfe Khan the minister, 
he was released upon an engagement to pay tribute, 
and his manly conduct and demeanour having secured 
lnm the Shahs favor, he was honored with the title of 
Raja, and dismissed with a rich dress of stale! 

The Shah in irritation agatast the sect for the trouble 
they had given him, not less than from bigotted zeal against 
nil ulolators and infidels, signalized his inarch throngh 
Umritsur, by the demolition of the Sikh temple of Hnr- 
mundur and of the sacred reservoir The first was blown 
up with gun powder, und the reservoir, besides being de- 
faced and filled np os far as materials and lime permit- 
ted, was polluted with the blood and entrails of cows 
und bullocks, a sacrilege even greater in the eyes Of the 
schismatic disciple of Goonoo Goyind than of the 
orthodox Brahminicnl Hindoo 

The Shah s attention was now turned towards Rush 
mccr, wbero Ins Governor Sogkh JrETTUN had for 
nino years conducted the administration without remit 
tmg any portion of the revenues to the Royal treasury, 
o 
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The co operation of Runjeet Deo, Raja of Jumtnoo, 
having been secured with some difficulty, a strong de- 
tachment was sent from Labor under command of Noor- 
ood DEEN, and the Raja conducted it across the Peer 
Punjal mountains into the valley, which submitted after 
a slight resistance SookhJeewun being made pn 
soner, was punished with the loss of his eyes Ahmed 
ShAII having made these arrangements to secure his 
territory east of the Indus, returned to Kabool at the 
end of the year 17G2 He left KabUlee Mul, a 
Hindoo, as his Governor of Lahfir 

No sooner had the Abdalee departed, than the Sikli3 
re appeared in the field A Goormntta, or council of the 
sect, was held publicly at Umntsur, and a large body of 
them marched thence to Kusoor, (or Ivfisoor,) which was 
taken and sacked, and yielded a considerable booty 
Elate with this success they collected a larger force, and 
determined on the attack of Sirhmd They appeared 
before the place with 40,000 men, who encamped in two 
divisions, to the east and west of the town In the 
month of December 17G3, the Governor and Zyn Khan 
moved out to risk an action with the Sikhs The forces 
joined battle at Peer Zyn Munayra, a village about seven 
miles east of Sirhind, when fortune favored the Sikhs, 
and the Moosulman leaders were slain The town of 
Sirhind was then carried, and most of the buildings 
razed to the ground, the Sikh animosity against the 
place being excited by the recollection, that the wife and 
infant son of their saint Gooroo Govind bad there 
been inhumanly put to death by Vuzeer Khan, the 
governor for Aurungzeeb Not a bonse was left standing, 
•and it is even to this day deemed a meritorious act by a 
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Sikh, to pull down three bricks from any standing wall of 
Sirhind, and convey them to the Sutlej or Jumna to he 
cost there into the river 

The audacity of this entcrprize recalled Ahmed Shah 
to Labor, he ro appeared there in January 1764, being 
his seventh invasion of Hmdoostnn His arrival was the 
signal for the Sikhs to disperse and seek refuge in the 
deserts west and south of Puteeala and Nabob Raja 
Ala Singh, of the former place, had obtained the ruins 
of Sirbind from the Joorala chief, Biiaee BoodhV 
Singh, to whom the town had been assigned by nnatn 
mous vote of the chiefs who made the capture, the Raja 
giving him a few productive villages in exchange By 
the influence of the minister, Sh Vh Wulee Khan, he 
obtained from the Shah a confirmation of his tenure The 
disorders which prevailed were matter of deep regret to 
the Abdalee, hut the means or tune was wonting for their 
effectual cure, and he retraced his steps to Knbool, 
without having* done anything for the punishment or 
suppression of the Sikhs He was no sooner gone, than 
they collected ngain, and ventured to attack Labor 
Kabul.EE Mul was compelled to fly and the city being 
mastered, was parcelled out by the captors m three dm 
sions, which were assigned respectively to Lehna Sivch, 
Goojuk Singh, and Sobiiv AtimfdSjiv.ii returned 
to punish this outrage, and advanced as fir as the Sutlej, 
the Sikhs flying before him to the deserts sooth of the 
Ingraon and no enemy appearing on whom lie could 
wreak his vengeance On his arrival at the Sutlej, Uuim 
SlNGU, the grandson of R*\ja Alv Singh, then recent 
ly deceased waited upon bun, and received m\esti 
turn with the title of Muha Raj i Rnjugin Muhmdur 
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Buhadur, ■which title is now borne by Ibe head of the 
Puteeala family In the midst of these operations aDusta, 
or body of 12,000 of the Shall s army , suddenly quitted his 
camp without orders, and marched back to Ivabool The 
Shah followed to reclaim or punish them, hut his retreat 
w as liarrassed by parties of Sikhs, who plundered much 
of his baggage, and hung on his flanks and rear until he 
had passed the Chunab 

The Shah having thus qnitted the field, the Sikhs 
remained undisputed masters of the Punjab, and spread 
mg oi er the country occupied it a3 a permanent inhe- 
ritance, every Sirdar, according to Ins strength, seizing 
what fell in his way, and acknowledging no superior, 
nor submitting to the control of anj bod), nor to any 
constituted authority whatsoever Their proceedings were 
unmolested by any further interference from the west, 
where Ahmed Sh mi continued to reign until his death in 
1773, from a cauccr m his face Ills son and successor 
Tymoor enjoyed Ins throne in peace for twenty jears, 
and. made no attempt to reco\er Labor, and the Punjab 
These, with the prounce ofSirhind, and the country east 
as far as the Jumna, fell into the possession of the chiefs 
and associations who had hitherto subsisted on plunder, 
and were for the most part of low origin, and wholly 
deficient in education and useful knowledge 

The Sirdars or chiefs of the Sikh nation bad been fol 
lowed into the field by relations, friends, and volunteers, 
and not ordiuauly by lured retainers Most of these 
looked upon themselves as partners and associates in each 
enterpnze, and regarded the lands now acquired as a 
common property in which each was to have his share, 
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according to the degree in which be might have contri 
bated to the acquisition. The associations were called 
Misuts , implying that they were confederacies ofeqnals, 
under chiefs of their own selection The chief was to 
lead in war, and net as arbiter in peace be was respected 
and treated with deference by the inferior Sirdars, bat 
these owned no obligation to obey, beyond wbat they 
might consider to be for their own reciprocal benefit, or 
for the well being of the JVIisnl The confederacies bad 
each their distinguishing title, and at fins period there 
are twelve principal Misnls enumerated, which together 
could bring into the field about 70,000 horse The fol 
lowing is a recapitulation of them 

> u nbtr ef Jlorte 

1st The Bluing ee Misul, at the head of which 

were the chiefs IIuree Sinch, Juundee 
Singh and Ghundv Singii, originally three 
JAt cultivators of the Dooab The Misul de 
rived its name from the extraordinary oddictiou 
of its members to the use of Bhung, an intoxi 
eating smoking material, prepared from the 
leaves of the Hemp plant Its possessions are 
now incorporated in the Labor dominions, 10,000 

2ud The Ramgurfteea Misul, taking its name 
from a ullage east of I/ihfir, of which the chief, 

Jusa Singh, was originally a Thoka or carpen 
ter Its possessions are also incorporated in 
Runjeet Singh’s dominions, 3,000 

3rd The Ghunneya Misul, headed by Jy 
Singh, a Jal of Ghunnee, winch Jits aba east 
of Labor Its possessions bate likewise been 
seized by Kunjeet Singh, 8,000 
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4th. The Nukreea Misul, deriving its name 
from Nukree, a tract of country lying south- 
west of Labor, and bordering on Mooltan It 
had several leaders, all Jftt cultivators, of low ex- 
traction Its possessions have been seized, and 
it do longer exists as a separate body, ..... ... 

5lb. The Aloowala Misul, headed then by 
JUSA SlNGH, Kulal, or mace-bearer, who rose 
to great eminence amongst the Sikhs, and by his 
followers was honored with the title of Badshali. 
His possessions lay on both sides of the Sutlej, 
and the present chief, a descendant of Jusa 
Singh, holds those to the east under British pro- 
tection He is a grandee of the Court of Run- 
jeetSinch, treated with distinction, but subject 
to continual exactions on account of his Punjab 
territory, 

Gtb The DuJeeala Misul, headed by Tara 
Singh Ghyua, a shepherd of Dulee, a village 
on the Ravec, east of Labor, who received the 
nickname of Gii\ BA, fromliis ingenious devices 
for conveying goats and lambs across the torrents 
to feed Tara Singii’s possessions are incor- 
porated in Runjeet Singii’s dominions, hut the 
Roopur, and some other Sirdars of the Misul, 
having possessions east of the Sutlej, are under 
British protection, 
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2,000 


3,000 


7,500 


7th The Nisltan-iiala Mtsitl, headed by S un- 
cot Singh and Moiiur Sinch, the standard 
bearers of the Bui, or assembled Sikh army. 
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whence the name was derived. The families of 
both chiefs are extinct, and Unibala, one of its 
possessions, lapsed in consequence to the British 
Shahabad belonging to subordinate chiefs, is 
under protection, 12 

8th The r ijzoollapaoi ea i ! IisuU sometimes 
styled Stngfipoorea, headed by Kupoob Singh 
aud KxiooShual Singh, of Fyzoollapoor, a ul 
lage near Umrttsar, the Mohammedan name of 
which the Sikhs changed to Singbpoor The 
chiefs were Jat Zemindars, Kupoob Singh was 
styled N"uwab by his followers, their possessions 
west of the Sntlej, have been seized, hut those to 
the east are still held by their descendants under 
British protection, 2,500 

Oth The Kroi a Stnghea Misul, headed by 
Kbora Singji, and afterwards by Bhucaeel 
Singh, both Jilts Kror* Singh left no heir. 
Bhucaebl. Singh s possessions in the Punjab 
have been absorbed, but his widow holds Chi- 
lonndee and 22 other villages east of the Sutlej, 
under British protection Cbiclicroulee belong 
ing to a subordinate chief of the Misnl, is also 
under protection, and Bhadlwur has lasped, .... 12,000 

10th The Shuheed and Nthung Misul, head 
ed by IvURUM Singh and GoorBuksh Singh 
nhe name which signifies Martyrs, was acquired 
by the first chiefs, ancestors of those named, 
who were beheaded by the Mohammedans at 
Duraduraa, west of Pnteeala Their possessions 
lie east of the Sutlej, and are protected, ...... 2,000 
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11th The PJioolkea and B hi/ Lea Misul, head- 
ed by Raja Ala Singh, and afterwaids by 
Raja UaiOK SiNcn, Ins grandson, of Futeeala 
Phool was the J&t progenitor of the Puteeala, 

Nabah, Jeend, and Kythul chiefs, all of whom 

are under British protection 5,000 

12th The Sookvr-CJiukea Misul, headed by 
CnuitUT Singh, ancestor of Runjeft Sincii, 
the present sovereign of Lahfir, whose progeni- 
tors were J&t Zumeendars of Soohur-Chuh, . . . . 2,500 


G9, 500 


In tho above list the Misnl of Churut Singh holds 
the last place, and was formed probably after the sne 
cessful defence of Gujraolee, and the defeat of IviiAJA 
Odyd had raised the reputation, and given a new dis- 
tinction to that chief Every Misul acted independently, 
or in concert, as necessity or inclination suggested, but 
there was generally an assembly of the chiefs called the 
Surhut Khalsa, held twice a year at Umntsur during 
the Bysahhee and Dewalee festivals, which occur in 
April and October. On these occasions, after bathing 
in the sacred reservoir, they generally held a Goor- 
mutta, or special conned, where expeditions of import- 
ance, or any matters of more than ordinary moment 
were submitted to their united wisdom If the joint 
forces of several Misuls took, the field upon any pre- 
datory enterprize, or to collect Rahha (Black Mail), 
the army assumed the denomination of a Bui of tho 
Khalsa Jee, 
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When the Misuls acquired their territorial posses- 
sions, it became the first duty of the chiefs 'to partition, 
out the lands, towns, and villages amongst those who 
considered themselves as having: made the conquest, 
Shamil, or in common. Every Surfoinela , or Jeader of 
the smallest party of horse that fought under the stand- 
ard of the Misul, demanded his share, in proportion to 
the degree in which he had contributed to the acquisition, 
and, ns they leceived no pay from the chief, and he had 
no other recompense to oiler for their services, there was 
no resource but to adopt this mode of satisfying them. 
The sitdaree or chief’s portiou being first divided olf, 
the reraamder was separated into Puttees or parcels for 
each Surhunda, and these were again subdivided and 
parcelled out to inferior leaders, according to the number 
of horse they brought into the field. Each look his portion 
os a co-sharer, and held it in absolute independence. 

It was impossible that this state of things should subsist 
long in the Punjab, any more than it bad done in England, 
France, and other countries of Europe, when they similar- 
ly fell a prey to hordes of associated warriors, who 
achnowledgedno systematic general authority or govern- 
ment. When the link of a common enemy and common 
danger was removed, and the chiefs were comerted from 
needy adventurers to lords of domains, discords and mutual 
plunderings commenced, as temper, ambition, or avarice, 
excited to contention. Cause of quarrel was never 
wanting in the confusion of the coparcenary system. The 
disputesnnd divisions which subsisted in each lordship, 
favoured the designs of the aspiring from without, whoso 
aid being solicited by one of the parties, an opening was 
frequently found to ejectbolb. In cases of frontier disputes, 
orof injury, or wrong of any kind sustained or fancied, the 
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chief would call upon Ins kindred and retainers to fur- 
nish him the means of redress, and they would feel 
bound by a sense of honor not to fail, when the Chara, 
or gathering was demanded in such a cause , but in a 
matter of internal strife within the Misul, eiery one 
would be free to choose his own side, and either party 
would deem it fair to fortify itself with any aid it could 
command from without Upon occasions of gathering, 
it became customary for the chief, or person demanding 
it, to pay a rupee per kalhee or saddle , in other respects, 
the service was gratuitous, and plunder was the reward 
expected by those who joined either standard The 
past life and habits of the Sikhs precluded any scruples 
on their part as to the conduct or character of their 
associates. The most daring culprits found ready admis 
sion into their ranks, and it was a point of honor to deliver 
no one upon demand of a neighbour, whatever might be 
the crime laid to lus charge Hence arose the practise 
of Gaha, or self-redress, by individuals, no less tlnn by 
chiefs , and every owner of n village was compelled to 
surround his possession with a wall and ditch, while in 
towns, or places held in joint property, the bouses of the 
coparcenar j , and of all wlio were exposed to the appetence 
or revengeful passions of others, were built as towers or 
keeps, and a fort in joint tcnaucy would ordinarily be 
divided by an inner retrenchment, ns a protection against 
treachery from the fellow occupant 

The tenure that lias been described above is the Pitlee - 
daree, that of every associate in the Misul of less rank 
than a Sirdar, down eien to the single horseman, who 
equipped and mounted himself all these regulated entire- 
ly the management of their putee, fining, confining, or 
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even further illtreatmg, according to their pleasure, any 
Zumeenchr, or working Ujot of their allotment His 
complaint could not be listened to or redressed by any 
superior , but in case of quarrel with an equal, reference 
would be made to the Snrhunda, and if liis decision fail- 
ed to give satisfaction, an appeal might be made to the 
general Sirdar The more ordinary mode, however, was 
to collect friends and relations, and seek a prompt self 
redress It was not legitimate for a Pnteedar to sell Ins 
tenure to a stranger, but be might mortgage it to satisfy 
any present want, and at his demise might settle by will, 
to which of his male relations it should go Reciprocal 
aid for mutant protection and defence, wns the relation 
on which a Puleedar stood in other respects to the Sir 
dar, and the onlj condition of his tenure 

Resides the Puteedarce, however, there were three 
other tenares created, arising oat of the circumstances, 
in which different chiefs found themselves, from the man 
tier of their association with those who composed their 
Mi sal These were the Mtstddaree, the Tdbadarec and 
the Jageerdaree 

Bodies of inferior strength, or petty chiefs with their 
followers, attached themselves sometimes to a Misul, 
without subscribing to anv conditions of association or 
dependence The allotments of land assigned to such, 
would be considered as the free reward of their co ope 
ration and would be held id no sort of dependence , they 
were called Misuldaree If dissatisfied with Ins chief a 
Misnldar might transfer himself with his possessions to 
another, under whose protection or countenance be might 
prefer to continue 
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A Tahadat was on the other hand a retaiuer, as the 
wo id is understood in Europe, one completely subser 
vient , the lands which were his reward, were liable to 
forfeiture for any act of disobedience or rebellion, and 
at the caprice of the Sirdar might be resumed upon any 
occasion of displeasure 

The third class of tenures or Jageers were given to 
needy relations, dependents, and entertained soldiers 
who deserved well, and the holders were liable to be 
called upon for their personal services at all times, with 
their quotas or contingents, equipped and mounted at 
their own charge, according to the extent of the grant. 
These were even farther under the power of the Sirdar 
than the Tdbadaree grants Both were hereditary only 
according to his pleasure, the lands of them formed part 
of the allotment set apart for theSirdaree, and the Misnl, 
or association, had, of course, nothing to say in such 
assignments 

The religious and charitable appropriations and grants, 
viz, those made to Sikh Gooroos, Soodees, and Baidees, 
or to endowments for temples, and for charitable distnbu 
lions of alms, and sometimes even to Moosulman Peer- 
zadas, need no description, for they had nothing to dis- 
tinguish them from what are found all over India 

The above explanation has been necessary to give 
some idea of the state of tJunjjp,, which resulted from. the. 
two provinces of Lah6r and Sirhind being left to be 
occupied by the Sikhs, when, finally abandoned by the 
Afghans, as they had previously been by the Moghul and 
Dehlee officers The European reader will at once be 
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struck by the similarity between the condition of things 
above described, and the relations which have been handed 
down to as of what occurred m England, when the Saxons 
similarly spread and occupied that country , and when 
Clous and the Tranks seized the fairest portion of Gaul. 
The arrangements for government were the very rudest 
that the most ignorant tribes ever devised and, though 
the ideologist may find something attractive in contem- 
plating such attempts to realize m practise the dream of 
universal independence and equality of condition between 
individuals, he must, indeed, be a bold speculator in 
politics, V. ho would assume that any class could find hap- 
piness, contentment, or rest, in a country ruled by seven- 
ty thousand sovereigns, as were the uufortanale provinces 
of Labor and Sirhind, when the Sikhs assumed dominion 
over them. 
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Feuds and contentions of the Sikhs Rise and fall of 
different chiefs. The history of Churut Singh and 
Malta Singh, ancestors of Runjeet Singh, traced to the 
death of the latter, and Runjeet’s assumption of the 
direction of affairs 

In resuming the progress of events in the Punjab, the 
narrator has henceforward only to record the squabbles 
and petty feuds, which arose amongst the chiefs thus left 
in possession, and as these ordinarily were of little inter- 
est and less variety, those only deserve relation, which 
contributed to produce the status now observed, in other 
words, those in which the ancestors of Runjeet Singh, 
or himself, bore a part 

The hill Raja of Jutnmoo, Runjeet Deo byname, 
had a misunderstanding with his eldest son Brij Raj, 
and desired to set aside lus pretensions to the succession 
»n favour of the joungest, Meean Dulel Singh In 
order to secure bis hereditary rights, Brij-Raj broke 
into rebellion, and applied to Churut Singh, offering 
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a large yearly tribute on condition of his aiding to effect 
the deposition of bis father Churut Singh having 
an old enmity against Runjeet Deo, closed with the 
offer, and strengthening himself by association with Jy 
Singh of the Ghuneea Misul, their united force march 
ed into the hills and encamped at Oodhacbur, on the hank 
of the 33 a sun tee river The Raja having received 
timely notice of the designs of the heir apparent, bad 
made corresponding preparations for resistance The 
defence of the capital he reserved to himself, but col 
lected a force to oppose the invasion, composed of auxi- 
liaries from Chumba, Noorpoor.Busebur, and Kangra, in 
the hills, to which were added, besides a party of his 
own troops, the confederated forces of tbo Bbnngec 
Misul nnder JiiUNDA Singh, whom lie induced to lend 
Ins services in the extremity The two armies lay en 
camped on opposite sides of the Bnsnntee, and in a par 
tial skirmish between the Sikh auxiliaries Churut 
Singh was killed by the bursting of bis own matchlock 

He was 45 years of age, and bad risen from a com 
mon Dharwee or highwayman, to be Sirdar of a separate 
Misul, with a territory computed to yield about three 
lakhs of rupees He left *\ widow, Desan by name, 
with two sons and a daughter, called respectively ATaha 
Singh, Suiiuj Singh ami 3t\j Koonwur The eldest 
son Maha Singh, then ten years of age, succeed 
ed to the Sirdaree, hut the widow and Jy Siygii 
G hunee assumed the immediate direction of affairs 
It was determined by them to assassinate J HUN DA SrNGfl 
Bbungee, who was the main stay of the Jummoo 
Raja s party, and the avowed enemy of both the Sookur 
Chukeea and Ghunee Misuls A sweeper was tempted 
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by a large bribe, to undertake this hazardous enterpnze, 
and he succeeded id effecting his purpose by firing 
at and mortally wounding the Bhungee chief, as he was 
walking unattended through the Junimoo camp The 
Sooknrcbnkeea and Ghunee Sikhs being satisfied with 
the revenge thus taken, withdrew soon after from the 
enterpnze in which they had engaged. The Bhunged 
troops had snnilaily left the opposite camp on the death 
of their chief Thus Brij-Raj Deo was left alone to 
settle with his f ither his rights of inheritance to the Raj 
before the departure, however, of Maiia Singh, he went 
through the ceremony of an exchange of turbands (Dus- 
iatbudlee,) with Brij-Raj, which bound him to brother- 
hood for life These events occnrred in 1774.* 


Several subordinate Sirdars of CnuRUT SiNCIt'fi re- 
cently formed Misul, mistrusting the youth of MAIIA 
SiNCn, or dissatisfied with the Regent widow, aimed 
now to shake off their dependence. Of these, one Dnu R UM 
Singii was the first to commit himself b} an overt act of 
rebellion lie relied on the succour and countenance of 
Ghunda Sinch, Jhunda Singh’s successor, in the 
Sirdaree of the Bhungee Misul, but was deceived in bis 
expectations, and suffered forfeiture of bis lands for con- 
tumacy, before any aid could come to his relief. TIio rest 


• Captain Hade gives 1771 as the date of Citibi t Si'cn a death, an I 
slates it to have occurrul in a general action with the lihunijec tsikhs at 
.Subnwara, near Jnsar Dodeh, in the Iticb.hua Dooab He concurs in 


of ClICRtTblsril g 

.. uu . „ m of Ins own party 

jq the course of the action Hie disen pance, cscept that of date, , t no t 
very ronWial, but it i* singular that such m event should bciodiflYr 
cntiy reported to the two olh cm— Captain Mcruay is dimmed the »upe 
rior authority, uni his Ttrsioa has therefore been adhered to In j ko 
manner, Captain VI ade differs from Captain Mcbray in the dite assigned 
to the lilrtli of VIaiu feiarn Captain W places it in 17*>7, making him 
It years old in 1771, when Cut Ri t bi \cn died according to his version 
Caplam Mi reav Uses iliu 17CI, n aking him 10 years old in 1*71 


assigning the bursting of hi* matchlock as the 
d ath, hut says that Jin « a Srsoii was sh< t by n 
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were deterred by this example, and the moment appearing 
favorable, the nuptials of M AHA Singh were celebrated 
in 177G, with the daughter of Gujput Singh, of Jcend, 
to whom he had previously been betrothed. J\ Singh 
and a large armed force of Sookurclmkea and Gbunee 
Sikhs crossed the Sutlej with the Burut to Bndrookh, 
where the young chief was met by Ins bride, and a large 
concourse of Sirdars of the nation djd honor to the cere 
mony, it being with them obligatory to give attendance 
on such occasions, and the omission being looked upon 
as a slight and a wide deviation from propriety. 

M VII v SlNOU is next heard of as the associate of Jy 
SiNgji in an enterpnze for the capture ofltusool Nugnr, 
now called Ram Nugur by the Sikhs, situated on the 
east bank of the Chunab, and held by a JSt Moosulman, 
named Pebr Mohhmmed, who was at the head of the 
ancient tribe of Chutla, sty led sometimes Munchuteea, 
from a considerable town in their occupation, nod many of 
whom ln»e embraced the religion of the Koran The 
pretext for this attack was, that the tribe had given up to 
the Bhungee Misul a large piece of ordnance, left behind 
by the Abdalee Shah, and placed with them in deposit, 
from inability to cross it over the Chunab This gun was 
of much celebrity, and is now known as the Bhungee 
Top it was claimed for the Khaha Dr Sikh nation at 
large, to be appropriated by an assembly of chiefs. Rnsool 
Nugnr was besieged and blockaded for four months, and 
the Bhungee Sikhs being employed at the time in plunder- 
mg and seeking possessions, or in levying tribute in the 
Mooltan and Biihawnlpoor districts, neglected to afford 
succour or relief. The place consequently fell to 51 All A 
Singh, who acquired great reputation by this early feat 
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of arras, so ranch so, tint many independent Sirdars, 
who lnd hitherto attached themselves to the Bhungee 
Misu), transferred their services and preferred to follow 
his leading in war, and to live under Ins countenance 
and protection 

Two years after this event, on the 2d November 1780, 
a son was born to Maiia Singii, bj his wife, of the Jeend 
family, and named Runjeet Singii The child was 
attacked by the small pox at a very early nge, and the 
disease taking an unfavorable tarn, his life was endanger- 
ed, whereupon the father, according to Asiatic custom, 
made large donations to the poor in chanty, fed multi 
tudes of Brahmins and holy men to secure their prajers, 
and sent gifts to the sacred temples at Kangra and 
Juwala Mookliec The boy recovered, but with the 
loss of one of bis eyes, whence he is termed Kana, or 
the one eyed , and Ins face in other respects is marked 
with the disease Muia Singii was engaged at this 
period in settling the territorj he had inherited or acquir 
cd, and in extending bis mflnence and connexions Tho 
Shun gees lost tbeir principal Sirdars, and having aimed 
to establish themselves in Mooltan, brought down on 
themselves an Afghan army, winch retook tbecitj from 
them, and further ejected them from IJubawiilpoor and 
Munkera The consequence was, that the power of the 
Misul vvas effectually broken, and the rising fortune and 
reputation of Maiia Sincii enabled him to extend Ins 
relations and strengthen himself from its ruin lie was 
cautious, however, of engaging in an) direct hostility with 
bis Sikh brethren, well knowing that to follow such means 
°f nsgrandizcmcnt, would breed ill will, and lead probably 
to u confederacy and gathering for bis destruction 
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Again, the Afghan power was still too formidable, aud 
too united, for him to hope to aggrandize himself at the 
expense of that nation Ills restless spirit was, however, 
not long in finding a quarter in winch to pursue his 
schemes at pleasure 

Raja Ruvjeet Deo of Jnmrooo was dead, and Ins 
son Bnrj Raj Deo having succeeded to that Raj, 
proved unworthy and debauched so that discontent pre 
vailed in the principality, and afforded an opening for 
inteiference Maua Singii tempted by tins state of 
things, resolved to exact tribute, and enforce fealty from 
lus turband brother , be accordingly moved with force 
into the hills, and Biuj-Raj hemg in no condition for 
resistance, fled to the Tn^ota Deiee mountain, i three 
peaked eminence, where is an Usthan or temple of JBi 
shun Devce, in which the Hindoo Devotee presents an 
offering of cocoannts, deemed more agreeable to the 
bene\olent goddess than the heads of goats The town 
of Jummoo was at this period very prosperous and rich, 
for, in consequence of the distractions of the Punjab, 
many of the wealthy merchants Ind been induced to seek 
an asylum, or to establish a branch firm within the hills 
beyond their influence Jummoo was well situated for 
this purpose, while under Runjeet Deo the resort of 
this class of persons to ins dominions was encouraged, and 
they lived in ease and security Maha Singh and Ins 
Sikhs sacked the town, and ravaged the whole territory of 
Jummoo, and he is reported to have brought away a large 
spoil, including much specie and valuables of all kinds 

By this conduct M aiia Singij though he enriched 
himself, raised also many enemies The Bhungee Sikhs 
r 2 
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were immediately dispatched to recall Juca Sivcir, and 
to assure him of aid and support, if disposed to make an 
effort for the recovery of bis lost possessions The desr 
polled chief was living; by depredations m the Dooab of 
the Jumna aud Ganges, with the wilds of Hansee and 
Hisar for his place of refuge, having satisfied himself of 
the motives of Maha Singh’s offer, and being convinced 
that it was sincere, he lost no lime in returning into the 
Punjab, with all the force he coaid collect. 

The combined troops of MaiiaSinch and Jus vSinch 

now appeared suddenly within a few miles of Patiala, the 
principal (own of J\ Singh’s possessions, and where 
he had fixed his residence Here they were joined by 
Su^SATiCiiUND, Knja of KdtKungra in the hills, and by 
U5IDH SiNOH Bugreij, and some other disaffected tri- 
butaries of the Ghunee Sirdar, who bad been stirred ap by 
MaiiaSingh. Ji Singh was now called upon to render 
up the share ot the Itamglmreea possessions, which had been 
allotted to him, and, on his refusal, the invaders proceeded 
to occupy and ravage the country Jv Singh made a 
gathering of his Miaul, and placing his sonGooR Bukitsu 
Singh at the head of 8000 horse, sent him to punish and 
expel the invaders An action ensued, in which Goor 
BuKHSH exposed himself with youthful rashness, and was 
slam , wherenpon Ins followers dispersed and fled, and 
the victors soon after made themselves masters of Battuta, 
when Jy Singh being bumbled, was compelled to sue 
for peace It was granted to him by the young chief he 
fiacf msuiVeu, trader condition that ha sh&oid vp 

tliu Ramghureea lands to Jus V SiNCH, and the fort of 
ICangra, which he had obtained by stratagem, to Sl/N* 
SAU CUUND, These terms beiog accepted, the allies 
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retained the town of Battala, hut towards the close 
of the year Suda ICoontfur, widow of Goor Hvkiisii 
Singh succeeded by intrigue with the inhabitants in 
ejecting the garrison and recovering it. 

Ji Singh had set his hopes on the promise afloided 
by the character of Goor Buaiisij, and though he had 
two other sons by name Bygii Singii and Nidiian 
S lNGH, he treated them with neglect, his whole affections 
being engrossed by the family of his deceased son The 
widow, Suda KOONWUR, had paramount influence, and 
gained an entire ascendant over the old man, and as she 
was of an aspiring, bold spirit, she procured that a sepa- 
rate appanage of some villages about Sohnan and Ilajec- 
poor should be set apart for the surviving sous, while she 
regulated every thing at Battala for the interest of her- 
self and her ouly child by Goor Bukiish, a daughter. 
At her suggestion, a negociatton was opened for the afll- 
ance of the girl, whose name was Mliitad-koonwuk, 
to Runjeet Singii, the young son of Mahv Singii, 
whom she hoped thus to hind to a permanent reconcilia- 
tion, and through liis friendship and powerful support to 
secure for herself the Sirdaree upon her /hlher-in-Iaw’s 
decease Maiia Singii asseuted readily to the union, 
and the Mungnee, or betrothment, of the children was 
duly performed in the year 1785, and contributed further 
to raise Maha Singii in power and reputation , for 
through the friendship of the Ramglmreca Sirdar, and 
Kangra Raja, which was permanently secured by his 
®»d in the recovery of their lost possessions, added to 
the influence resulting from this close coniieMon with tbo 
Ghunec SIisul, there was no one in tlio Punjab, or of 
the Sikh nation, that could compete with him iu authority, 
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or command equal means if cilled upon for an exertion 
The result was favorable to the prosperity of the country, 
and the Punjab for several jears during tins chiefs 
ascendancy, enjoyed a repose and tranquillity to winch it 
bad long been a stranger 

Until 1791 llAHt Singh continued to administer in 
peace the territory be had acquired, and to exercise (us 
influence for the benefit of those connected with him 
In tint year GooJUR Singh, the Sikh chief of Goojrat 
died, and Sahcb Sinch, his son, succeeded to the Sir 
darec Tho sister of Maii v SlNGH had been given 
in marriage to Saheb Singh by Cuvrvt Singh, 
but tho ties of affinity had tittle influence in restrain 
ing ambitious views and the desire of aggrandizement 
which filled the mind of M in t Singh, was not to be so 
checked lie deemed tho moment favorable for asset ting 
superiority over Goojrat, and for claiming tribute Saheb 
Singh evaded compliance, alleging that his father was an 
adherent of the Blmngce Misuf, and had never foujat 
under the standard of the Sooknrclmkeea to whom he 
acknowledged no dependence 31 A HA Singh marched 
on receiving tins reply and besieged Saheb Singh id his 
fort of Soodhurp Tho Goojrateea chief applied in 
his distress to the Bhungee Sikhs and hURVil Singh 
Dooloo came with the strength of that Misol to interrupt 
the siege Though not strong enough to enter the field 
with MAHA SiNGrr, they hovered about bis camp and 
pnt. bun Jo considerable inconvenieuce for supplies a 
detachment of the Sookur clink eeas howeter succeeded 
after a time in heating up the quarters and plundering the 
camp of tho Bhnngees, after which the siege pioceeded 
M aha Singh had been three months before the place. 
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when in flic early part of the 5 ear 1792 lie became seri- 
ously ill The siege was immediately broken up, and the 
cliief being carried back to his principal place of resi- 
dence Goojraolee, expired there in the twent) sc\en(b 3 ear 
of bis age He was brav e, active, and prudent beyond his 
years, and left a high reputation amongst Ins nation, for all 
the qualities of a Sirdar lie shook off the trammels of his 
mother's guardianship at the early age of seventeen, and 
some time after, having detected her in an intrigue with n 
Brahmin, put her to death with his own hand , an act of 
barbarous justice, tint does uot seem to lnve lessened his 
reputation, or in any way to have affected Ins chiractcr 
injuriously in the eyes of Ins cotemporaries 

M uiaSincii left only one son, the present Runji et 
Singh, who was then in his twelfth year Ills mother 
became regent, and was assisted by the minister of her 
husband, Lukiiooor LukiiputSinch Suda Koon- 
W uit, the minor chiefs mother in law, exerted also much 
influence in the conduct of affairs, and in the year 
fallowing, mz in 1703, the demise of Ja Singh left 
the Gfnmco Misul likewise under her direction, every 
thing having been prepared beforehand, for the exclusion 
of the sons of that Sirdar. 

Little care was taken of the education of Rumjtt 
Sinch the means were furnished to him ofgratifiing 
every youthful passion or desire, nnd*lus early years were 
passeif in imfnfgencc amf in toffowing tfio sports of the 
field He was never taught to read or write in any lan- 
guage. M Inleslill in tutelage, however, a second marriage 
was contracted for him with Raj Koonw UK, a daughter 
of thel'.ukce chief, Kilt J \\ SlNCH, 
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Upon attaining tlie age of 17 years, Runjeet Singh, 
in imitation of bis father, assumed in person the conduct 
of affairs, and dismissed the Dewan : it is further stated 
that, under the guidance of Due Singh, Ins father’s 
maternal ancle, who had long bojne iff- wifi to the Dew an, 
Lukhoo was dispatched on an expedition to Kitas, 
where he was slain in an affray with the Zumeendars, not 
without suspicions of contrivance. Ills father’s example 
gave sanction to an act of further cruelty in Runjeet 
Singh. The regent mother was accused of having led 
a life of profligate indulgence, the late Dewan being not 
the only paramour admitted to her favors. Upon receiving 
evidence to this, it is said, that Runjeet Singh gave 
his sanction to, or at least connived at, her being put to 
death, and the old chief, Dul Singii, is designated as the 
perpetrator of the act by means of poison.* Runjeet 
Singh, with the advice of Suda Koonwur, carried 
on now in person all the affairs of his Sirdaree, and the 
difficulties he experienced, with the means by which he 
extricated himself, and made every circumstance contribute 
to his further rise, w ill farm the subject of the Chapters 
which follow. 

* The above particulars are from Captain Wade’s Report. Captain 
Murray merely states, that “ he dismissed the Dewan, and caused his 
mother to be assassinated.” Captain Wade assigns the year 1787 for the 
decease of Maiia btsan, and slates him to have been born in 1757, as 
before remarked, which are discrepancies of date with Captain Murray, 
for which I am unable to account, the latter is the authority followed. 
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A D 1794 to 1808 


The early administration of Runjeet Singh His aggran- 

dizement at the expense of other Sikh Sirdars, to Jus 
treaty nith the British Goiemment, ami exclusion 
from the countries east of the Sutlej 

In the coarse of the jc'irs 1795, 1790, and 1797, the 
Punjab was twice exposed to imasion by SllAll ZUUAN, 
who had recently succeeded the peaceful T* MOOR on the 
throne of Kabool The Sikhs ventured not to oppose 
him openly in the field, and Ins coming, therefore, 
was a source of infinite confusion, leading to a temporary 
abandonment of their possessions bj the Sirdars near Ins 
route In 1798 the Shah advanced ogam, and entered 
Labor, without opposition, hut, after n few months staj 
there, finding it impossible to make any arrangements for 
the permanent occupation of the country, or to render 
the Punjab in other respects a source of ad\antage to 
himself, he retraced his steps to his hereditary dominions 
west of the Indus, and the Sikh Sirclara returned each to 
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the territory he hail acquired, and winch lial been evacu- 
ated on the Shah’s approach Runjeft Singh was 
one of those who retired before (he Shah, and on (bis 
last occasion ho joined other Sirdars similarly circam 
stanced with himself, or otherwise linked to his Misal, 
and made an expedition across the Sutlej, where he em 
ployed the interval of the Shah’s stay at LaliSr m a tour 
for the exaction of tribute, and for the reduction to his 
authority of anj towns or Milages he could master 

TJpou the retirement of the Shah, Runjeet Singii 
began to entertain designs for securing Labor to him- 
self, and Ins mother in law, Suda KooNWUJi,euconraged 
and lent her aid to forward bis news The city was at 
this time in the joint possession of Chi t StNCir, Mo* 
NCR Singh, and Saheb Singh Runjeet Singh, 
however, bj an opportune service to Zumvn Siiaii, ob 
tamed from that prince a grant with permission to take 
possession The Afghan had been compelled to preci 
pitate his retreat from the Punjab, by intelligence of 
designs from Persia on the side of Herat, having for their 
object the support of the claims of Sir VII SI VIIMOOD 
On arriving at the Jhilem, tint river wns found swollen 
with temporary ram, so tint the Afghan artillerj could 
not ha crossed 'Not thinking it expedient to wait on 
this account, Shah Ziwan wrote to Runjtet Singh, 
to extricate and forward to him the gems left behind, 
boldine out the hope that Ins known wishes iu respect to 
Lah&r might he complied with, if this dutj were well 
performed The politic Sil li raised eight, oat of the 
twelve guns, from the bed of the river into which they 
bad sunk, and forwarded them to the Shah, from whom he 
deceived in return the grant he desired The remaining 
c 2 
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four guns were raised only in 1823, ami are now in the 
arsenal at Labor* 

Armed with this authority as an influence over the 
Mohummedan population of the town, and assisted by 
the credit and troops of Sudv Koonwur, Runjeet 
Singh prepared an expedition for the seizure of the city 
of Labor The three Sikh chiefs in possession were 
shameless in conduct, profligate and debauched, and 
neglectful of the means of securing themselves They 
had few troops or retainers, and their administration was 
most unpopular In order to prepare the way for the 
success of bis scheme, Runjeet Sincii deputed Ivazee 
Ubdoor ruiiman, a native of Rusoolnngur, to open an 
intrigue with some of the prmcipd Moosulman inha 
bitants Mekr MoiiKtnf, manager for Cmr Singh, 
with Moiiummud Ashik and Mefr Siiadte, were 
won over to assist the project, and promised on the 
approach of Runjpet Singh, to open one of the gates 
to him , accordingly he inarched, accompanied by Ins 
mother in law, and, having been admitted without oppo 
sition, Ciiyt Singh and lus two co partners, were com 
pellcd to accept Jageers for subsistence, aDdRONJFET 
Sing n thus established his own authority, and made 
arrangements to secure his conquest His successful 
aggression and acquisition of a place so famous excited 
the jealousy of all rival Sirdars, and on assembly of troops 
for recovery of this city took place at Basini GooLAB 
Singh Bhungce, Saheb Singh of Goojrat, and Nu- 
4 Um ood deen of Kasoor, were the chiefs at the head of 

. * TI e fad of Rcxjeft Si>c s having obtained a grant of Lnhfir from 
tne Afpt an Sovereign is m t mentioned bj Captain McRBAV The State 
men! nlih the circumstance* under which it was alleged to be procured, 
is made ©n the authority of Captain VI *de. 
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the confederacy most active in hostility to Runjeet 
Singh After a few months of debate however, and 
some fruitless skirmishes, finding the young chief well 
prepared, their army broke up, and the city was left ever 
after in Runjeet Singh’s uninterrupted possession. 

The Moosulmans of Kasoor, a considerable town, stated 
to be abont 25 kos S E of Lah&r, incurred the just 
resentment of Rhnjbet Singh, os well by the part 
their chief had taken in this confederacy, as by depreda- 
tions since committed by them up to the gates of the city. 
His next enterprise was against their possessions, and in 
1801 2 NuJtrar-ooD-DEEN was compelled to submit to 
terms, binding himself to furnish a quota of troops under 
bis brother ICootub-ood-deen, and to become a feuda- 
tory of Runjeet Singii. Intho same year the young 
chief, bating proceeded to bathe in the sacred reservoir 
of Gooroo Ram Das at Tarun-Tarun, met there Sirdar 
Fitter Singh, of the Aloowala Misul, and contracting 
a friendship with him, made an exchange of turbands 

The year 1802 was marked by the birth* of KltURVh. 
StNGH, the present heir apparent of AT AHA Raj v Run- 
jeet Singh bis mother was Raj ICoonwur, daugh- 
ter of Kilt) JAN Singh of Nukee In the same year, the 
fort of Cheniot held by Jl/SA SiNGH , son of IheBhuwgee 
chief, IvURCM Singh Dooloo, was besieged, and, 
after a short resistance, taken by Runjeet Singii, who 
made to the expelled chief a trilling allowance for main- 
tenance 


• Captain 31 ade places this event after the decease of Dcl Siyctt. and 
pending measures to occupy his Jagecr and fort of Aleepoor, -which, 
according to Captain Murray, would make it m ISM 1 he j ear 1S02, is, 
however, assigned as the date by both O&cers 
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In the month of December 1802, Run jeet Singh 
assembled Ins own nndSuDV IvOONtVUR S forces, and 
being joined by the Aloowala, the three nniled Misuls 
fell suddenly on the family of Gool\ii Singh, the last 
Bhungec Sirdar of note who had been always at feud 
with Mah v SlNGH when hung, and was at the head of 
the confederacy which had attempted to recover Lahdr 
Goolad Singh had died in 1800, leaung a widow nam 
ed R\NEr Soorii v mid a son Goordut Singh, still 
a minor, under her guardianship The moment was con 
sidcred favorable to break for ever the power of the 
Bbungees Accordingly, the widow was called upon to 
surrender the fort of Lohgurh in Uraritsnr, to givo up the 
great Bhungte gun and in other respects to submit to 
the confederates rechug unequal to resist, the helpless 
widow evacuated Lohgurh, and lied with her child, and 
the family has since sunk to indigence and obscurity 

Pending this operation, a domestic feud occurred m 
Kasoor and, Kujum OOD decs being assassinated, was 
succeeded in the Sirdaree by IvooTun OOD DrrN, lus 
brother The juncture appearing favorable, Runjeit 
Singh moved down with a largo force of confederated 
Sihlis against that territory, but after plundering the 
open country for three months, finding be could make no 
impression on the strong bolds which ore numerous m 
the district, l e accepted a pecuniary payment and retired 
Iu March of this year, .Raja Sunsvr CllUNn, of Kit 
Knngra, in tbo bills made a descent mto the plains and 
plundered some villages in the terntorv of Suda Ivoon- 
a\or, that is, belonging to the Gbnnec Misul She called 
for the nid of her son in law, who marched immediately 
with It rut Singh \loowala, and soon expelled the 
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mountaineers The occasion was taken to invest Soojau- 
poor, which was held by the Sikh chief Boodii Sivgh 
Bjjugut, from whom a sum of ready money, a large 
piece of ordnance, and the three districts of Bnhrampoar, 
Dlmrmnkot, and Sookbalgurli, were extorted 

From the Jalandhar Dooab, where these operations 
had carried him, Riwjeet Sivgh crossed the Ravee, 
and returned to Labor by a detonr through Sealkot and 
Itusooluogur, plundering as he went The widow of 
Choor-Mul was, during this march, depn\ed of Phug- 
wara, which was given in an exchange to Futeh Singh 
Alooivala Sunsau Ciiund ventured again into the 
plains towards the close of the year, and seized several 
towns m the Jalundhur, bat decamped again an the march 
thither of Runjeet with a body of Aloowala andGUunee 
confederates In February following, the Hill Raja again 
appeared, and having seized Hoshyarpoor and Bgwara, 
attempted to maintain himself there From both, how- 
ever, be was expelled by (heSikhs, and RunjeetSinch, 
after this service, made a tour of exaction, in which, 
either as gift or tribute, be obtained considerable sums 
from the old Sikh chiefs, Tara Singh Giivb\, Diiunim 
Singh, of TJmntsnr, and Boodij Sivgh, ofFyzoolla- 
poor His conduct excited the jealousy and fears of all 
the Sirdars, who had hitherto enjoyed independence, nud 
immunity from molestation They saw that R vnjett 
mined to reduce them to fealty and subservience % yet 
were they so divided, ami died with jealousies, and with- 
out a bead or leader, that they attempted nothing, and 
could devise no scheme to relieve themselves from his 
arbitrary exactions, and from the forfeiture and resump- 
tion with winch he seemed systematically to visit the 
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family of every chief that died It was m this year 
that D VL SlSGii, the brother in law of CiiUUUT Sivcir, 
died, when Runjeet acquired Akulgurh* and Jura- 
mabad by escheat, these places being held as dependen- 
cies of the Soohnrchuhea Misul. Dul Sincii had been 
id disgrace some time before Ins death 


The dissensions of the four sons of Tt moor Shaii, 
JlVMAYOOV, ilVUMOOD, SlIAIl ZtXVAV, and Sjiaii 
Shooj A ir, began at this time to produce distractions in 
the Afghan empire, which led to the royal authority 
being every where held lu contempt Hunjtet Singh 
was encouraged by this state of things to direct his views 
westward, and after a Dus era, passed in more than ordi- 
nar\ excess at Labor, lie determined in the year 1804 to 
seek further aggrandizement by the seizure of lho depen- 
dencies of that empire, east of tbo Iudus Ho accord- 
ingly crossed the Ravec in October, and, basing tbo 
Aloowah chief m attendance, moved to Ramnugur on 
the Chuuab, and thence to Jliung, held by AllMFD ]ClI \N, 
a chief of considerable note The Khan made Ins sub- 
mission, and bought off the invaders Sahcewnl and 
Ivot Maharaja, possessions of two Bolooch Mo os id mans, 
were next visited, ond an acknowledgment of supre- 
macy with presents of horses mid other gifts, saved them 
from ravage As the sea«on advanced preparation was 
made to visit the neighbourhood of Mooltan, hat tho 
governor MozuPrun KliAV anticipated the design, and 
averted the evd from his subjects ond dependents by the 
transmission of timely and rich presents Relations 
were then established with all the Moosulman chiefs ond 


nSJt'ZT'j AWfoor, * of llte Chltta Mooiula *n* 

B CUanscJ by tl efiiVbl yn ibdr COpIcflo g the place la 11*0 
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families settled about the Cbunab and Jhylura , and, 
although the amount obtained in tins first visit m tho 
way of tribute, or by gifts, was not large, the effect 
of the operations of the season was beneficial for the 
ulterior Mews of the aspiring Sikh, for the chiefs, as 
far as the Indus, began to see to wlmtqnartcr their hopes 
and fears must thenceforward be directed most of them 
at once made their election for submission to the ruler of 
Lahfir, aud withdrew from this period from further con 
nexiou with the Knbool court or its officers 

In Tebruary 1805 Runjept Singh returned to Ins 
capital, which was now established at Labor, and cele- 
brating there the Iloolce Saturnalia, Uo went afterwards 
with a slight attendance to the annual fair held at the 
time of performing ablutions in tbe Ganges at Hurdwar. 
The ceremonies of his religion being there completed, he 
returned towardsthe beginning of June, and employed tho 
rams in farming out the revenues of the districts retained 
in his personal administration to (he highest bidders This 
has ever boon his only scheme of revenue management. 
Tho farmer has full powers even of life and death over 
those committed to his tender mercies, and Ins lease is a 
mere licence to rob 

After thcDusera of 1805, the Sikh army was again led 
by RuvjprT SiVCft into (he Mohummcdaii Territory be- 
tween the Chunab and Indus, and the chief of Jbrnig was 
called upon to settle for an annual tribute, tho demand 
upon lnm being now raised to 120,000 rupees Beforo 
however this n ego ciation could be brought to a conclusion, 
ItUMFET Singh was recalled by intelligence of the near 
approach ofJuswuNTlt\olIoLEun and Ameer IChan 
n 
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from tlie east pursued by the British army under Lord 
Lake rurctt Singh Aloowira was accordingly 
left to make arrangements with the chiefs of the west, 
and Runjeet hastening bach in person to Umntsur, met 
there the fugitive Mubratta with whom lie had no easy 
part to play 3 USH unt Rao threatened to continue 
his flight westward towards the Knbool dominions 
Lord Lvke however had arrived on the Beali or Beas, 
nnd was prepared to follow, and it was neither convenient 
nor wise to permit operations of the hind that must 
ensue, to be carried on in the Punjab On the other hand 
Runjeet Singh, though he would have proved an use 
ful auxiliary to either party, was sensible of his liability 
to offer open resistance In this stale of things the rela- 
tions he maintained with Jusw untRao IIoi kur were 
friendly, hut not encouraging, and that chief being disap- 
pointed in the hope of raising the Sikh nation to a 
co operation in hostility with him against the British, 
yielded to the difficulties by which he was surrounded, 
and made Ins terms with Lord Lake m a treaty conclud- 
ed on the 24 lU December 1805 Friendly engagements 
were further exchanged by the British Commander with 
Runjeet Singh, and the Aloowala Sirdar, ami in the 
course of J aunary 180G the two armies, which had inspired 
so much alarm m the Punjab, returned to llmdoostan, 
leaving the Sikh chiefs to celebrate the IIoolcc unembar 
rnssed by their presence, and with joy und rejoicings 
commensurate to the fears they had entertained Rirsjpn 
Singh ^excesses at this festival produced a disease winch 
conlined lnra for four months Towards tin end of tho 
rams, he re appeared in a new field, and entered on mea- 
sures which in their sequel had material influcnco on his 
futuro destiny and fortunes 
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The Itnjas of Pnteeala and Nabn were at feud on 
account of some lands, situated between the ullage of 
Doluddee and tlie town and fort of Naba The Jbeend 
chief, Kaja Bn ag Singh, was the ally of Nuba, and so 
were the Ladwa and Kvthul chiefs, but their united Forces 
were unequal to a contest with their powerful neighbour 
of Puteeala In this extremity, BhagSincji, ofJljeend, 
the maternal uncle of Runjett, was deputed to muto 
his assistance to the weaker party, and, the Dnsera was 
no sooner over, than the ruler of Lahflr hastened across 
the Sutlej to lake part in this quarrel He passed the 
rner at Loodeeana,and mastering the place, presented it 
to Raja Bhag Singh in exclusion of Ranee Nooroon- 
Kissi, mother of Rto I lias, to whom it had belonged 
Sanecwal was next seized from another defenceless 
widow,* this cldss of occupants being regarded by Run 
j fft as lus legitimate prey The place was given in 
Jflgccr to MojikusiCiiunu DrwAA, but restored after 
wards on renlizatton of a Nuzunna of 30,000 Rupees 
Driving the Futccala troops out of Doluddee, the invader 
approached Munsoorpoor, where Miha Raja Suinn 
Singh, successor toHMUr Singij, was jn position with his 
main body The Maha Raja, bv n sum of money and the 
present of n piece of artillen, propitiated the Labor chief, 
and Juwvunt Singh, of Naha, contributed also to satis 
f\ his cupidity, whereupon he was induced to rcmo\e the 
scourge of his ill organized all rat aging army back into 
the Punjab Doluddee was restored to Puteeala at the 
intercession of Raja Bit vc Si nth, and Run jr ft Singh 
taking the opportunity to pass the Dewalee and perform 
Ins ablutions in the holy tank of Thancsur, re crossed the 

* Mut Licmhwm wi low ot Sad \ biscn-She invited the aid of 
RlMtiT Sivgii, bung at u4uc with her son, who held her at the time in 
conlincmeut 
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Sutlej after that festival, and bent Ins course via Rahoon, 
the residence of Tara Singh Gin b v* to the holy fires 
of JuwalaMookhee. Hcrchemct UajaSuNSAR Ciiund, 
of ICangra, who solicited his aid against Umur Singh, 
the Goorhha commander, before whom all the chiefs of the 
lulls, from the Gogra to the Sutlej, had fallen m succession, 
and whose detachments were then ravaging Kangra 
The price* demanded by Runjeet for his services being 
deemed excessive, the interview led to uo present 
arrangement between the chiefs, but as the difficulties of 
the IIill Raja increased} the ncgociatiou was afterwards 
renewed. 

The jear 1807 was marked by the lapso and resump- 
tion of Pursroor and Chumara, possessions of Nun 
Singh deceased, nn old Sikh Sirdar A Jngccr for 
mere subsistence was assigned to the son Runjeet 
next prepared a formidable expedition against Knsoor, 
which had long been a thorn in the side oHus power, and 
from the couqucst of which, as being a Moosulman pos- 
session, be hoped for an access of credit and popularity 
amongst his own sect and nation. In February 1807 ho 
invaded the territory with a large force, and Ivootud- 
ood m*LN was compelled to shut himself up m bis for- 
tress at Knsoor. Internal seditions and broils completed 
the rain of this Fnlhan family, nnd in March the chief 
surrendered at discretion He was left in possession of 
a small territory south of theSallej, nnd bound to furnish 
a coatiagcat of troops oa decoiau Kssaar itself aad 

• Captain Wade atates that Tara Sinrn died durin- this expedition, 
ana that on this occasion I csicrrbiN* it mml-na acquisition of eight inhh* 
oMluprc* in cash, ami of the jewels of the deceased chief, which were of 
fireat xalue The treasure is alleged to be the first of nny client that was 
*« Captain Mras*x, howescr places the death of Tara Sn.ru 

in ,] ur i n g ,j e »eeoad rxpediti n of Itc-’imT siscu across the hut 

lej, ana Captain VV appears to hate confounded the two risits 
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all the territory held by the family m the Punjab was 
resumed and assigned tor the present in Jhgeer to N\ \L 
Singh Utharawala IYcm Kasoor Runjeet SiNGir 
proceeded S W towards Mooltan, and occupied and 
kept garrisons in various dependencies of that govern 
meat In April the town of Mooltan was mastered but 
the governor held out tbe fort, into which the principal 
inhabitants had retired with their valnables Being uupro 
vided with the means of siege, Rumebt accepted a sum 
ofmoney from Mozurri/R Ivhan and returned to Labor 
in Slav In the interval before tbe runs, lie detached a 
force against Deem nugur under tbe Kangra lulls, and 
levied exactions in that neighbourhood from several 
Sikh nnd mountain chief* who had hitherto enjoyed im 
mumty from their dependence on the Ghunee Misul 
■with the head of which, Sctda IvooNWCR, JRunjeet 
stood in such close relation The measure gave offence 
to that lady, and the foundation was thus laid for the 
differences and intrigues which led eventually to her rum 

The wife of the Puteeala Raja was an ambitious 
intriguing woman who had long sought to set aside her 
husband or at least to procure the assignment of a sepa 
rate territory for her minor son Kurum Singh When 
JuSWUNT Rao HOLKUR passed through Puteeala on his 
way to the Punjab, she had endeavoured to make him in 
strumental to her views and that wily chief made the state 
of things which prevailed, conducive to Ins own enrich 
ment but being pressed for time, in consequence of the 
approach of Lord L \ke be left matters between the Raja 
and Ranee as they were The quarrel being now renew 
ed, the Ranee sent in the rains of 1807, to invite RON 
JEET Singii to espouse her cause, promising him a 
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famous brass piece of ordnance belonging; to tbe family, 
ami winch bore the name of Kuree Kahn, and, also a 
diamond necklace of known valne, as the price of his 
assistance The Lah6r chief gladly seized the occasion to 
interfere, and crossed the Sutlej at Hureeke Putun, 
where that river is joined by the Eeab In the month of 
September, on Ins route towards Puteeala, he seized all 
the remaining possessions of the deceased I Li vs Race, 
and distributed them amongst his dependents and allies 
Before RUNJFET Sincii reached Puteeala, the Rnja and 
Ranee bad come to a reconciliation, the latter having, 
through the mediation of the Jlieend and Tban£sur 
chiefs, obtained for her son a separate Jageer of 
50,000 Rupees per annum The Raja now made some 
demur to render up the gnn and necklace promised by 
bis Ranee but Runjeet Sincii appealed to the invita- 
tion he had received, and his appeal being hacked by the 
condition of hts force, the two articles were given up 
according to promise, though with evident reluctance, 
and Runjeet marched with them in possession to reduce 
Nurayungurh, which was surrendered, and made over to 
the Aloowala chief, after an unsuccessful attempt to take 
it by storm, which was attended with a loss of near 400 
killed and wounded 

While engaged before Nuravungurh the old chief 
Tar\ Singh Gin ra, who was serving with Runjtet 
Sincii, died, and his followers secretly conveyed the 
corpso across tbe Satie/ to bis fort of Jiahoon, where the 
funeral obsequies were performed, and the widow and 
sons made preparation to maintain their possessions 

lule the body however was yet on the pyre, RuNjri T 
SiNt.n s detachment, which had followed on the event bung 



A D 1007 BIRTH 01? SHEEP SINGH C3 

ascertained, armed to demand a surrender of treasures, 
aod to enforce a resumption oft lie chief 3 temtorj After 
a slight resistance, the family was compelled to submit, and 
though the sons at first received a small provision for 
subsistence, they were soon deprived of even tins means 
of support, and have since lived in indigence On ins 
route back from Nuraynngurb, Runjeet Singh seized 
JVloonda, south of the Sutlej, from the son of Diivrvm 
SlNGH, and sold it to the Jlieend Sirdar and Bhulolpoor 
and Bhurtgurh were similarly taken from Bhughacel 
Singh s widow lu December, Runjeft SrNGir re- 
turned to Iin]i 6 r, and was presented by bis wife, MniTAB 
IvOONWUR, with twins The hoys were named Sheer 
Singh and Tara Sivgh, but Runjeet his never fully 
acknowledged them as bis own offspring Mehtab Koon 
WUR’S fidelity had for some time been suspected by her 
husband, and she bad, in consequence, been living with her 
mother, Sud v ICOonwur. The report ran, that the boys 
were procured by the latter from a carpenter and weaver, 
and were produced as horn to her daughter, the public 
having for some time previously been prepared for the 
birth, by reports circulated of Mehtab being with child 
SHEER Singh has latterly been honored with military 
commands and a Jageer, and was fortunate in having 
been the leader of the expedition, wherein the Mohutn 
medan pretender. Setup Ahmed was slain in 1831 , but 
neither before nor since this event, has be ever been 
recognized by RUNJEET as bis own son, and Tara 
Singh is treated with uniform neglect 

The commencement of 1808 was marked by the seizure 
of Patbon Kot, tinder the Kangra bills, belonging to 
Ja hue GiiUNEA, and by exactions from chiefs in the bills 
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and plains in that direction Mohkum Ciiund Dew an 
was cmplojed simultaneously in settling arrangements 
with the dependents of the DnleeaW Misul, at the head of 
•which Tara Singii Grim a had continued, while hehved 
Most of the feudatories were confirmed on their agreeing 
to transfer their allegiance, ami furnish contingetitsofhorso 
to be constantly in attendance Seeal Kotand Shcihhoo 
poora south of the Sutlej, were nett seized, amlannc\cd 
to tbeiramediate terntorj of the Labor chiefby Mohkum 
CUUVD and the Dewan bciug kept in the field during 
the rains, seized various other places on both sides of the 
Sutlej from the Anundpoor Miikawal valley dowmvmls, 
and confirmed to his master all that had formerly be- 
longed to Tara Singh or to Biiuciiaell Singh 

The extensive permanent occupations and usurpations, 
thus made by Runjeet Singii on the east and south 
banks of the Sutlej, excited the alarm of the Sikh 
chiefs, situated between that river and the Jumna, and, 
after a conference, it was determined by them, to send 
u mission to Dcblee, composed of Raja Bhag Singh, of 
Jhecnd BiiABrLALSiNGii,ofKylhul and Cm n Singii 
Dtwan, of Puteeala in order to solicit that their posses- 
sions might he taken under the protection of the British 
Government The mission reached DcMcc, and waited 
on Mr Seton, tlio Resident, in March 1808 The an 
swer they recened, though notdccisii c was encouraging 
to their hope, that the Lab fir rnler would not bo suffered 
to extend Jus usurpations eastward, to their prejudice 
ami eventual annihilation Intelligence of this mission, 
however, no sooner reached Labor, than RuNJEIT 
Sinoh, feeling disquieted, dispatched ngents to invito 
the three chiefs who composed it to wait npon him, that 
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lie might endeavour to allay their fears They accord- 
ingly went to his camp at Umritsnr, where they were 
received with marked favor and attentions, and no effort 
was spared in the endeavour to detach them from the 
design of forming any connexion with the British Go- 
vernment 

Pending these transactions, the alarm of an invasion of 
India being meditated by the French JCmperor, Napo- 
leon Buonaparte, becoming rife. Lord Minto deter- 
mined to send missions to ascertain the condition of the 
countries intervening, and the feeling of the rulers, 
chiefs, and people The growing power ofRuNjEET 
Singh, whose authority was now completely established 
in the Punjab, made it essential to include his court, and 
the collision threatened by the recent proceedings and 
known designs of Uumeei, east of the Sutlej, formed an 
additional motive for deputing a British Agent to Lab dr. 
Mr now Sir Charles Metcalfe, was the negoci- 
ator selected on this occasion, and the announcement 
of the intended deputation was received by Runjeet 
Singh, while the Jheend and Kythul chiefs were m 
attendance on him. To them the cootents of the des- 
patch were communicated, and the matter formed the 
subject of much anxious conference and deliberation 
It was determined to receive BIr Metcalfe at Kasoor, 
wlnthcr Runjeet marched for the purpose in September 
1808 On the etnoy’s arrival, he was received with 
the usual attentions, but had scarcely found the opportu- 
nity to enter on the subjects proposed for discussion with 
the Sikh chief, when the latter suddenly broke up his 
camp from Kasoor, and crossed the Sutlej with Ins arm). 
Fureed-Kot was immediately occupied by him and made 
r 
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o\er to SudaICoonw ur in ejection of Goolau Singh, 
and Runjfft then proceeded against the Moosulnnn 
possession of Muler Kotila The Ptitlian family hold- 
ing it was reduced to extremity, and agreed to a largo 
money payment, giving a bond of a lakh of rupees, to which 
the Puteeata Raja was induced, by the deposit of some 
strongholds, to be security Mr 31 ttcaj rr accompanied 
Runjeet Singh to Torccd-ICot, but refused to counte- 
nance an} military operations cast of the Sutlej lie ac- 
cordingly remained near that riser until Ins Goi em- 
inent should determine what to do m the juncture, and 
addressed tu the intcnal a strong remonstrance against 
such aggressions, committed in the very face of his 
proposition to make the matter the subject of discussion 
and negocmlion between the Governments In the mean 
time Hun jeet Singh continued Ins progress to Umbala, 
which with its dependencies, he seized, and made otcr to 
the Naha and Kytbnl chiefs lie then exacted tribute 
from Shahabad and Thanesur, and returning by Puteeala, 
made a brotherly exchange of lurhands with the weak 
Raja Swieb Swell. After this expedition he again 
gave Mr SIetcalfe the meeting at Umritsnr The 
Government at Calcutta had m October determined on 
its course, and the envoy was now instructed to avow, 
that the country between the Sutlej and the Jumna was 
under British protection, and although that Government 
had no design to require the surrender of possessions 
occnpicd before its interposition, it must insist on the 
restoration of all that had been seized daring the late expe- 
dition of Runjeet Singh To enforce this demand, and 
support the negociation, a body of troops was advanced to 
the frontier under Colonel, afterwards Sir David Ocii- 
l eelofy, and an army of reserve was formed and placed 
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under the command of Major General St.Leger, to be 
prepared for any extended operations, tlie activity, and 
supposed hostile designs of RdNJEBT Singh might ren- 
der necessarj . 

Colonel Ociiterlony crossed the Jumna at Booreea 
on the 16th January 1809, and as lie approached Umbala, 
RunJEET Singh s detachment left there retired to the 
Sutlej Taking en route the several places visited by the 
Sikh arm}, the British commander reached Loodeeaua 
on the Sntlej, and took up a position there on the 18th 
February following. His march was hailed by the people 
and chiefs, as affording the promise of future protection 
and tranquillity, and they vied with one another in the 
display 6f their gratitude and satisfaction. 

» 

Up to this period, Runjbet Singh had maintained 
in the conferences to which the envoy was admitted, that 
the Jumna, and not the Sutlej, was the proper boundary 
of the British possessions, and that in right of his supre 
macy over the Sikh nation, no less than as Governor of 
Lahhr, he was warranted in asserting feudal superiority 
over all the chiefs of that nation between those two rivers 
The existing independence of Puteeala and the other 
principalities, had no weight in argument with a chief, 
whose domination was the right to plunder and usurp, 
according to the condition of his army, and who aimed 
only to secure himself this The arrival of Colonel Ocu 
ter low on the Sutlej, however, opened his eje a to a 
new fear, which was, that if he longer resisted, offers of 
protection might he made to chiefs in the Punjab, nhich 
would effectually curb Ins ainhtttoas views, and must 
involve him in collision — and, perhaps, hostility, with a 
i 2 
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power lie ncrer thought himself capable of seriously 
opposing m the field. Ills resolutions were hastened by 
an event that occurred in Ins camp. The Mohurrum, tho 
first and sacred month of the Mohammedans, commenced 
in 1800 towards tho end of February, nnd the followers 
of this faith, in the suite of the emoy, prepared to cele- 
brate tho deaths of Husun and IIoosriN, the two sons 
of UjLEE, with the usual ceremonies. The Abaters, or 
fanatic priests of the Sikhs, took umbrage at this per- 
formance of Moosltm rites m the Sikh camp, and at 
Umntsur, and collecting in a body, licndcd bj PitOOLA 
Singh, n bigot of nolorious turbulence, they opened a 
fire of mdtchlocks, and attacked the envoy's camp. Tho 
escort was called ont, nnd though composed of two compa- 
nies oftfattv e Infantry and sixteen troopers only, this small 
body charged and routed their party, aftcrwlncli, the biers 
were btmed with tho usual forms. ItUMriT himself 
enmo np at the close of the fight ; and immediately 
it was 01 cr, adianced in person to mike apologies to tho 
emoy, expressing Ins admiration of tbc discipline and 
order displayed by tho British detachment, and promis- 
ing lus best exertions to prevent any repetition of such 
disorders. Tho circumstance made an impression on his 
mind ns to the unfitness of Ins own troops to cope with 
those under European discipline, nnd determined him to 
secure peace and friendship nt the sacrifices demanded. 

Tho British Government were sensible, that, haring 
interfered to impose restraints on tho ambition of 
Runjeet Singh, it bad little to expretfrom his friend- 
ship in caso of any necessity arising to arm against inva- 
sion from the west. Had danger, indeed, from that quar- 
ter been more imminent, it woald probably boro been 
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deemed politic to extend oar direct inflacnce farther into 
the Punjab, in reduction of the power of a chief who 
showed himself so unfriendly But by the time arrange- 
ments had to be concluded, the apprehension of any 
necessity of preparation for such an event had worn off, 
and the only object that remained was, to secure our own 
frontier, and for the credit of our power to take redress 
for the offensive aggressions which the Labor ruler had 
recently committed eastof the Sutlej Ruvjeet SlVflt! 
expressed a strong desire at this time to obtain a written 
pledge of our pacific and friendly intentions towards him 
self, and the restoration of the places seized during his 
late inroad having been obtained from him, a short treaty 
declaratory of mutual peace and friendship was conclud- 
ed by tbe envoy, at Umritsur, on the 23tb April, 1809 
It was to the following effect — 

After the nsnal preamble expressive of the desire for 
peace, and stating by whom the engagement was settled, 

" Article the First — Perpetaal friendship shall subsist 
“ between the British Government and the State of Lalifir* 
*' the latter shall be considered with respect to the for- 
" mer, to be on tho footing of the most favored powers, 
" and the British Government will have no concern with 
n the territories and subjects of the Baja to the north* 
“ ward of the river Sntfej 

« Article Second — The Baja wjJJ never maintain in 
“ the territory, which he occupies on the left bank of tho 
•* Sutlej, more troops than are necessary for tbe internal 
« duties of the territory, nor commit or suffer any encroach 
“ meat on the possessions or rights of the chiefs in its 
“ vicinity 
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*• Article Third — In the ovent of a violation of any of 
“ the preceding; articles, or of n departure from the rules 
“ of friendship on the part of either State, this treaty shall 
“be considered to be null and void." The fourth and 
last article, provides for the exchange of ratifications. 

The treaty being concluded, Mr Metcalfe came 
away on the 1st May following All further discussions 
with ItUNJELT Sincii were then dropped, and it became 
a principle in all relations with this chief to confine cora- 
mnnications, as much as possible, to friendly letters and 
the exchange of presents, but the British officers on the 
frontier, were instructed to watch the proceedings of 
Bunji et Singh, and to require instant redress, in case 
of any infringement of the terms of the treaty, by inter- 
ference with, or encroachment on the rights and ternto 
ries of Chiefs and Sirdars, east or south of the river Sut- 
lej The continued prosecution of this course of policy to 
the present date, has weaned the chief from all apprehen- 
sion of danger to his own authority, from the ulterior 
views for which he long gave us credit , and there is now 
established between the two powers as complete and per- 
fect a good fellowship as can exist with states constituted 
like those of India It is based however on no better 
foundation than the personal character of Runjeet 
Singh, nnd his personal conviction that the British 
Government desires to see lnm prosperous and powerful, 
and would regard the extinction of his rule, and the con 
fusion and convulsions which must follow, as n serious evil 
of mischievous influence to itself Of this however, more 
hereafter. 
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BuUsft at rangemenls tuth the Chiefs east of the Sutlej 
Transactions in the Punjab tending to the fur t ha 
nggi andizement of Runjecl Singh 

The declarations with which the British force under 
Colonel OciITERLON'i advanced to the Sutlej, were in 
strict conformity with the application, made by the chiefs 
occupying the country between the Indus and Sutlej, 
through the mission deputed by them to Dehlee in March 
1808 Protection was promised, and no demand of 
tribute or of contribution of any kind made, to defray the 
charges incurred hj the obligation to afford it The 
recency of their experience of the rapacity of a Sikh 
army, and the conviction that there could be no security 
to themselves, and still less to their families, under a ruler 
like the chief who had now the ascendant in t he Sikh 
nation, made all the Sirdars rejoice that their prayer had 
been acceded to by the British Government , and the 
advance of its forces to the Sutlej was looked upon in 
consequence with no jealousy, but as a measure necessary 
to effect the purpose contemplated. 
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A treaty having been now concluded with Runjeet 
Singh, it became necessary to fix, somewhat more spect 
fically than had been hitherto done, the relations that were 
to subsist henceforward between the protecting power 
and its protected dependents. It was determined to give 
the desired explanation of the views of the British 
Government on this subject, by a general proclamation, 
rather than by entering into any separate engagement 
with the numerous chiefs affected hy the measure Ac- 
cordingly on the Gth May 1809, an Italanama, or general 
declaration, was circulated to the Sirdars, intimating to 
them as follows 

Tirst That the territories of Sirlund and Malooa, (the 
designation assumed by the Sikhs of Puteeala, Naba, 
Jheend, and Kythul) had been taken under British pro 
tection, and Runjeet Singh had bound himself by treaty 
to exercise in future no interference therein 

Second That it was not the intention of the British 
Government to demand any tribute from the Chiefs and 
Sirdars benefiting by this arrangement. 

Third That the Chief, and Sirdars would be permit- 
ted to exercise, and were for the future secured in, the 
rights and authorities they possessed in their respectne 
territories p'rior to, and at the time of the declaration of 
protection by the British Government. i 

Tourth That the Chiefs and Sirdars should be bonnd 
to offer every facility and accommodation to British 
troops and detachments, employed m securing the protec- 
tion guaranteed, orfor purposes otherwise connected with 
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the general interests of the state, whenever the same 
might he marched into, or stationed in, their respective 
territories. 

Fifth, In case of invasion or war, the Sirdars were to 
join the British standard with their followers, whenever 
called upon. 

Sixth Merchants conveying articles, the prodace of 
Europe, for the aseof the detachments atLoodeeana, or of 
any other British force or detachment, should not be sub- 
ject to transit duty, but must be protected in their passage 
through the S1U1 country. 

Seventh In like manner horses for the cavalry when 
furnished with passports from competent officers, mast be 
exempt from all tax. 

The above declaration being published and circulated, 
became the charter of rights, to which the chiefs have 
since looked, aod appealed, for the settlement of all ques- 
tions that have arisen between them and the British 
Government The matters speciGcally provided for, were 
those that immediately pressed There has been much 
however of intricate dispute between rival candidates for 
Sirdarees , — between chiefs who had divided their terri- 
tory before the declaration of protection was published, 
and had hound themselves to their co proprietors by 
mutual obligations , between chiefs and their dependents 
of the Sikh nation, as well as Zumeendars, as to the 
extent of right and authority possessed at the time of 
the declaration of protection , — and, perhaps more than 
oil, boundary disputes and quarrelsregardmgparticipated 
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rights These differences, whenever they have arisen, 
have required adjustment and arbitration by the British 
officers on the spot, and have formed the sabject of con- 
tinual references to the Supreme Government at Cal- 
cutta The regulation of successions was also a matter, 
that from the fust required to be undertaken by the pro- 
tecting authority, and failing heirs of any kind according 
to Sikh custom nnd law, the escheat is considered to fall 
to the protecting state 

Until the year 1812, the duties of protection, and the 
settlement of these mutual disputes, though giving con- 
stant employment to Colonel Ochteplon^ , the British 
officer, appointed superintendent of Sikh affuis, produc- 
ed nothing of sufficient moment to require relation In 
that year, however, the disorders in Puteeala consequent 
upon the Rajas imbecility, produced a crisis that called 
for an exertion of authoritative interference The pro 
tected territory was invaded by a public depredator, for 
whose punishment and expulsion the Puteeala Roja was 
called upon to furnish a quota of horse Tins chief holds 
territory yielding a revenue of more than thirty lakhs of 
rupees, yet the whole force he could furnish on the 
occasion consisted only of two hundred horse of the very 
worst description, and these armed so late in iko field ns 
to he of no use Colonel Ochteriosv, taking with 
him the Chiefs of Jheend and Nairn, proceeded to Putec* 
ala to remonstrate with Muba Roja Saiich Siscij upon 
the e\ idence of inefficiency afforded by this state of things, 
and it was endeavoured to persuade him to discard the 
low favorites who ate up his revenues, and prevented 
those better disposed from carrying on any consistent 
system of government, and from introducing the desired 
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improvements into the administration The attempt to 
procure a change of ministers by persuasion failed, but 
tbo Raja made many professions of a determination to 
exert himself to effect the desired reforms Being left 
again to himself, his conduct became so violent and irre 
gnhr, as to betray symptoms of an aberration of reason, 
cud the Colonel was compelled to proceed again to Ins 
capital, in order to allow his outraged subjects and depen 
dents to put things on a better footing, and to prevent 
the Baja S removal from power from producing convul- 
sions, or a breach of the general tranquillity Saheb 
S lNGH was now deposed, and placed under limited 
restraint Askoor Ranee, bis wife, in nssociation 
with a shrewd Brahmin minister named Nundbe Rao, 
was appointed regent for the heir ^parent, the pre 
sent Raja KiiRIMf Singh, who was thea a minor, and 
affnrs were conducted in ins name Maharaja Saheb 
Singh died a few months after Ins deposal The 
Ranee’s doubtful reputation for chastity, and known 
character for turbulence and intrigue made her admi- 
nistration unpopular, while the profusions of Saijkji 
Singh had secured him many partisans Hence the part 
taken by the British Superintendent m (ho establishment 
of this scheme of administration, although his motives 
were appreciated by the discerning, made a great sensa 
tion amongst the Sikhs by the lower order of whom, and 
particnlirly by the turbulent, and designing, the Rajas 
removal from power was regarded ns an act of tj ranny aud 
injustice produced by intrigue, and influenced by worse 
motives When Colouel Ochterlonv was ntPuteeala, 
ia prosecution of these measures, he was attacked m his 
palanquin by an Akfilee fanatic who with his drawn sword 
bad nearly taken tbe Colonel s life He escaped, however. 
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with slight wounds by seizing hold of the sword, and 
the assassin being secnred, was sentenced to be confined 
for life at Deblee 

In the abose notice of occurrences east of the Sutlej, 
the events of the Punjab have been anticipated It is 
now time to resume the narralne of Runjeet Singh s 
usurpations and of the expeditions and enterprizes by 
which he consolidated and extended his dominions 

The first operation in which the Labor army was engag 
ed after Mr Metcalfe's departure in May, 1809 was 
against Kangra in the bills , but before mowng in that 
direction Runjeet Singii ga\e order to place the fort 
of Teelfir, on the Sutlej opposite to Loodecana and also 
Govind gurh, in TJmritsnr, where lus treasure was, and 
still is deposited m the best possible condition for dc 
fence The walls were rebuilt, and a deep ditch, scarped 
with masonry, was added to the w orks of both strong- 
holds, which being completed, the chief moved into tho 
hills 

Kangra was at this time besieged by Umur Sivcii 
Th/ipa, tlio Goorhha commander, hut held out against 
him Tho garrison however, being redaccd to extremity, 
Itaja Sunsar Chunu tendered the place to Runjelt 
Singh, on condition of I 113 lending troops to raise the 
siege, and expel the Goorkhas from the territory west 
and north of the Sutlej The engagement was gladly 
entered into by Run j tet, and on the 28th Maj , he arrived 
with Ins army at Pulhan Kot, in the Jalundhur Tunce, a 
possession of Jymu I Ghuneea, which he seized and 
confiscated Thence he sent o detachment to strengthen 
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the forces of the confederate lull chiefs, who were at the 
time engaged rathe attempt to cut off Umur Sing ii’s sup 
plies, and so compel his retirement. Umur Sincii made 
an eflort to deprecate this interference, and sent to offer 
to RuNJTET Singh, a money equivalent for Ivangra. 
The fort, however, had a value in the eye of the aspiring 
Sikh, which made him regardless of the temptation offered 
to his avarice This stronghold has the reputation in 
Ilindoostan of being impregnable Sunsar CilUND, 
notwithstanding his engagement, could not reconcile it 
to his honor to part with the fort, and evaded Run j get 
Singh's importunity for a Sikh garrison to he admitted 
within its walls In August, having proceeded in person 
to the vicinity, and being still put off with excuses, the 
Sikh's patience became exhausted. He accordingly 
placed the Raja’s son, who was in attendance with him, 
under restraint, and having ascertained that the army of 
Umur Sincii was in great straightfor supplies, and short 
of ammunition, he directed a chosen body of Sikhs to 
advance boldly to the gate, and demand entrance. They 
suffered considerably in killed and wounded as they 
ascended, but on reaching (be gate were received into 
the fort, which thus fell into the power of Iluv/CCT 
Singh, on the 2Jth of August 1809 Usrt/R Singh 
being foiled in his purpose, and having no desire to involve 
himself with the Sikhs, came to an understanding with 
Run J LET . Singh, and, having secured by Jus connivance 
the means of transport, retired across the Sutlej 

On tbo 31st of September, RUNJDET Singh having 
completed arrangements with the hill chiefs, and taken 
the necessary steps to secure Ins possession of ICangra, 
returned to the Jalundlmr Dooab, and seized the Jageer 
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of Biiugiiaepl Singh s eldest widow, who bad recently 
died there his Dewan was similarly employed iu seiz- 
ing- the districts of BnoorSiNcnryzoollnpoorea, whose 
person he secured treacherously at an interview 

It was at this time, and influenced apparently by 
observation of the efficiency and discipline maintained 
by the British Sipahees with Mr Metc alte that Run- 
JEET SlNGII commenced the formation of regular batta- 
lions on the British model, entcrtaiuing for the purpose 
Poorlees, that is, natives of the Gangelic provinces, 
and Sikhs from the other side of the Sutlej These he 
formed into bodies ofthreeand four hundred, and procured 
deserters from the British ranks, whom he employed to 
drill them, and nominated to be commanders with superior 
pa) His artillery was also formed into a separate corps 
under a Daroghu, or superintendent, and the cavalry 
attached to himself, he divided into two classes, one called 
the Gbor cliur Suwars, and the other the Ghor chur IChas, 
the first being paid m monev, and the latter by Jageers, 
both classes however were mounted on horses, the proper- 
ty of the state 

Jodii Singh, of Vazeerabad,died towards the close of 
1800, and on the first day of the new year RuNJEET 
SlNGII arrived there to enforce the resumption of his 
terntonal possessions A large sum of money was ten- 
dered b) Gundha Singh, the son of the deceased, as the 
price of bis confirmation, and the Lahfir chief s avarice 
being tempted, he refrained from present occupition of 
the estates, and conferred the Sli&l and Turband of inves- 
titure on the heir A dispute between the father and son 
of Goojrat affording the opportunity, he succeeded m 
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expelling both, and 10 confiscating that territory , after 
which, lie proceeded to the country cast of the JihJwn, as 
far as Saheewal, and exacted tribute and contributions from 
the Baloocfi and other Moosnlman chiefs of that quarter 

On the 2nd of February, in tha midst of these opera- 
tions, it was announced to Runjeet Singh, that Shah 
Sjiooj v was approaching to seek refuge in his territory, 
hiving been compelled to yield to the ascendancy 
acquired by Ins brother, Siiaii Maiiwood, through the 
Mgour and talents of tho Vuzrer Tuteii Khan The 
Ex Shah joined the camp of Runjeet at Khooslnb on 
the daj following, viz the 3rd Tebraary 1810, and was 
received with ranch outward respect, Runjeet having 
gone forth in person to condact him in, and sending n 
Zeeafut of 1250 Rs to (us tents upon his alighting The 
Shah, however, returned to Rawtil Pmdee on the 12th 
Febrinrj, to jam his brother Zuman Shaii, leaving 
Runjeet Singii to prosecute Ins operations against 
the Moosnlman chiefs cast of tho Indns A succour of 
men and money had been tendered by the Government of 
Ivashmeer, and by At v Moiiummud Khan, son of tho 
old Vuzeer Sheer Moiiummud , and, thus aided, Sii mi 
Shooja made an attack on Peshawnr, and was received 
there on the 20th of March In September following, 
however, he was expelled by Moiiummud Uzeem, bro- 
ther of r«T£H Khan, and driven again across tho 
Indus, whereupon he endeavoured to obtain admission 
into Mooltan without effect In lira mean time, however, 
events uf interest had occurred in the Punjab 


Tho Saheewal chief had accepted terms from Runjett 
Singh on the 25th of January, hut failing to pay the 
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entire amount agreed upon (BO, 000 rupees,) that town 
was invested on the 7(ti February rumi Ivltw, the 
Sirclnr. surrendered, hut upon some demur in giving up 
n dependency ofbnhccwnl, named Kukhormit, lit- was sent 
in irons to Labor, and kept there in close confinement 
with all his family, the whole of hit estate being seques- 
tered On tho 15th Ft bruin, ItlNJirTh nrmy was 
before Ooch.h, (lie proprietor* of wIiilIi place, Sevuds of 
Gcctui and IJoklnn waited on the Sikh with horses and 
this conduct, added to the estimation m which their tribe 
is held for sanctltv bj both Hindoos and Mohammedans, 
propitiated tho chief, and they were Ii ft in possession 
under an engagement to pay tribute On the 20th Febru- 
ary such was the rapidity with which ItuNJrrT Singii 
prosecuted Ins measures, the whole Sikh army was before 
Mooltan r ns aging tbo surrounding tcrritorv, consequent 
ly upon a refits d by Mo7urrun Ivins to pay the sum 
of three lakhs of rupees, which had been demanded from 
him Hunji i r St sell now demanded the. fort of Mool- 
tan, declaring that lit desired it for Sit Ml SllOOJ \, to 
whom Mo7UI 1 UR IvllAN was bound, and bad engaged 
to render it Ibis specious pretext made no change in 
Mozuriun Ivlt AS *» resolution to defend the place to the 
utmost Rusjri t Sism reconnoitred, and marked out 
ground for dilKrcnt batteries, and lines of approach, 
assigning them to different chiefs, with the promise of 
rich Jageers to those who made tho quickest advance, nnd 
most impression Arrangements were made to secure 
the transmission of supplies by water, ns well ns by land, 
from Lahbr nnd Umnlsur, nnd every thing betokened a 
determination in tho Sikh chief to master this important 
possession The garrison was not disheartened, but 
made the best dispositions possible for defence A large 
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supply of gram had been laid in, and the fort contained 
an abundance of fresh water. The little impression made 
on the walls by the Sikh artillery confirmed the courage 
of the defenders. The great Bhungee gan, which dis- 
charged a ball of two and a half roaunds kuckktt, had 
been brought down for the siege, but the materials for 
such an operation were so defective in the Sikh army, 
and the necessary science and experience were so want- 
ing, that ItuNJEET SrNCii having suffered (he loss of 
many valuable men and officers, and particularly of Atar 
Singh, a favorite and confidential companion, who was 
blown up in a mine, was compelled to grant terms to 
Mozuffur Khan, and retired on receiving payment of 
a lakh and SO, 000 rupees. On tbe 25th of April, be 
returned to Labdr, mortified greatly by bis ill success, and 
throwing the blame on bis officers and Jageerdars. He 
now devoted himself to increase tbe number of his regular 
battalions, and formed a corps of Sikhs, called, “ Orderly 
Klias or select orderlies, to whom he gave superior pay, 
and the advantage of currying his dustuks, or orders, to 
chiefs, and districts, on whom they were thus billeted at 
high rates. A horse artillery was likewise formed, and 
improvements were sot on foot in every branch of the ser- 
vice, which were all closely superintended by Runjeet 
in person. 

Gcwdha SiNcrr, who in January preceding, had 
secured by the sacrifice of his father’s treasures, a tem- 
porary confirmation of his estates, did not long enjoy 
what be purchased so dearly. In June 1810, a strong 
detachment was sent to Vozeerabad, and the entire 
possessions of the fate Jodh Singh were sequestered, a 
few villages only being left to afford subsistence to the 
L 
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youthful victim of this insidious policy The surviving 
widow of Bhucafel Singh, Ranee R am-Koonwur, 
vas at the same time expelled from Bahadur poor, which 
she held as a Jageer for subsistence She took refuge at 
Loodceana, and obtained a few villages which had belong 
ed to her husband, on the protected side of the Sutlej 

After the JDussera, in the month of October following, 
Runjeet Singii moved in person to Ramnognr, on the 
Chunab, and summoned to Ins preseuce Nidiian Singh 
of Huttoo The Chief refused attendance, except under 
guarantee of a Sodee, or Sikh priest, whereupon his fort 
of DusliUt was invested on thel7th October. Runjeet 
Singh’s batteries, however, opened against the place 
without avail m producing a surrender, and an attempt 
made to influence the garrison, by severities, and ill usage 
of their wives aud families, who fell into the besieger’s 
power, was equally ineffective The Sikh Priest Bvdee 
JumeeYUT Singh was then employed to mediate for 
the submission of this spirited Chief, and upon his 
guarantee and the promise of a Jageer, tb,e Sirdar waited 
on Runjeet Singii, who regardless of the solemnity 
of the engagement he had contracted, put him m irons 
on the 30tb October. In the beginning of Novem 
her, Bach Singh Iluloowala, with bis son Soobiia 
Singh, who were in camp with their followers, fell under 
the displeasure of the Lab6r Chief, and were placed 
under restraint, and all (heir territorial possessions 
confiscated, after which Runjeet SiNgh returned to 
bis capital, and detached Moiikum Chuxd Dewan to 
enforce the collection of tribute, and to complete arrange 
meots iu the hills, where the Rajas of Bbirabhur and 
Rajaoree, and the tribe of Chibh Blido, were refractory. 
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In December ISIO, S uied Singh, who bad been 
expelled from Goojrat, was mvited to return, and invest 
ed with a considerable Jageer, and Uagh Singh 
Htilaowala was released from confinement, and simihrJy 
honored In the same month, the release of Kidman 
S lNG IT was obtained by the Bydce priests, who felt 
their honor concerned in his treatment, after one of their 
body had been inveigled to give a personal guarantee 
They accordingly sat I)liu run on Runjeet, until bo con 
sented to release bis prisoner Nidiian Singh would, 
bo\ve\er, accept no Jageer, or stipend, but retired from 
tbe Labor dominions, and tool, service with tbe goiernor 
of Kasbmeer 

To January 1811, Tuteii ICriAN, of Sabeewal, wa s 
liberated with lus firmly at tbe intercession of an Oodaseo 
priest, and retired to Bubawolpoor A small Jageer 
was likewise conferred on DhupumSingu, tbe ejected 
proprietor ofDhtirnm-ICot, in tbe Jnlondlm r , after wbicb, 
Runjeet Singh proceeded on a tour to Pmd Dadur- 
Ivlnn, in which vicinity he captured three small forts 
belonging to Moosulman Chiefs , bat on the 2-fth Febru 
ary intelligence reached bis camp, that SiiAu SIunwooD 
bad crossed tbe Indus with 12 000 Afghans* before whom 
tbe inhabitants of the country were fiying Runjeet 
Singh immediately took up a position at Itawul Pmdee, 
and deputed bis secretary, IIukekm Uzfe% ood Deen, 
to enquire of tbe Shah bis views m tins incursion This 
agent was crossed by emissaries from the Sbab, on their 
way to Rawul Pindee, for the purpose of explaining, that 
the punishment of At\ MoninfMUD, anti the governors 
of Atuk and Kashmccr, who had aided Sir in SirooJAH s 
late attempt on Pesbawnr, was tbe only object of the 

l 2 
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present march, whereupon Runjeet Singh, being 
relieved from his apprehensions, waited upon the Shah, and 
after a friendly interview, both returned to their respec- 
tive capitals Runjeet Singh found at Lahfir, a car 
riage from Calcutta, which had been forwarded as a 
present from tbe Governor General, Lord MlNTO This 
being the first vehicle on springs, in which he had ever 
sat, the novelty and ease of motion were highly gratify- 
ing to him, and an agent was deputed to Calcutta to 
make suitable acknowledgments for tbe present The 
Chief, however, was too wily to adopt generally this mode 
of conveyance, which would have imposed the necessity 
of first making roads 

In Apul and May, Runjeet Singh had armies in 
three directions, one about Kangra, collecting tributes, 
n second acting against Blnmbhnr and Rojaoree, and the 
third, under Ins son Khuruk Singh, accompanied by 
Dewan Mohkum ChUND, resuming the possessions of 
the Nukee Chiefs Runjeet Singh remained in per- 
son at his capital, directing tbe whole, and this period of 
his life is marked by the sudden rise to favor of a young 
Gour Brahmin, named KHOosnilAL Singh, upon whom 
tbe most extravagant gifts were daily lavished, and who 
■was raised to the important and lucrative office of Deohree 
"Wala, or Lord Chamberlain, with the rank of Raja, 
and vested besides with extensive Jageers Runjeet 
Singh had ever led a most dissolute life, his debauch- 
eries, particularly during the Hoolee and Dussera, were 
shameless, and the scenes exhibited on such occasions 
openly before the Court, and even in the streets of Lab6r, 
were the conversation of Hindoostan, and rival the 
worst that is reported id history of the profligacies of 
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ancient Rome The Chief himself would parade the 
streets in a state of inebriety, on the same elephant with 
lua courtezans, amongst whom one named Mora acquir- 
ed most celebrity bj her shamelessness, and by the favor 
with which she was treated Com was at one time struck 
in her name, and her influence seemed without bounds. 
In August of tins year, however, she was discarded, and 
sent to be incarcerated in Pathan hot, and the favor she 
enjoyed seemed to he transferred to the Brahmin jouth 
and his brothers If this conduct m the ruler of Lahdr 
should excite surmises, as to the motives of the ex 
traordinary attachment shown to a graceful jouth of 
the appearance of IClioonititAL Singh, tlio reader 
mnst yet make allowances for the habits in which the 
Chief was brought up and the examples by which lie 
was surrounded The Sikhs are notoriously addicted to 
pederasty, and other unnatural lusts, and the worst that 
is said of Roman and Grecian indulgence in sncli propensi 
ties, would find a parallel nt the Durbars of the Chiefs 
of this nation on either side of the Sotlej The truth of 
history forbids tho \cil being thrown altogether over such 
facts and trails of character, howsoever revolting it may 
he to allude to them Rut the reputation ofRt/NJECr 
SlNolI, though justly it IS feared, tainted with the foul 
llemisb, does not suffer In the ejes of his nation from 
this cause, bowsooier the circumstance may be regarded 
by strangers 

Of the twelve original Misuls, or confederacies of 
tho Sikhs, there were now remaining in tho Punjab, 
only that of Rum eft Singh himself, the Sookur- 
chuhea, with the Ghuneca Ramgnrhea, and Aloowala, 
all closely associated with him, and ringed it may be 
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said under Ins standard The Pboolkea and Nihung 
Slisuls, which being settled east of the Sutlej, enjoyed 
the advantage of British protection, and the ryzoolla 
poorea which had possessions on both sides that river, 
and the head of which Boodfi Singii Sirdar had 
uniformly declined to give his personal attendance on 
Runjeet, complete the list which Runjeet Singh 
was aiming fnither to reduce The conduct of Boodii 
Singh at last brought down upon him the vengeance of 
the Lali&r ruler On the 19tli September 1811, Dew 
Mohkum Ciiund attended by Jodii Singh Ram 
GURHEEa, and other Sirdars entered the Jalundhur 
Dooab, with the declared design of seizing the ryzoolla 
poorea possessions m the Punjab Boodii Singii 
waited not for the attack, but (led immediately to 
Loodeeana for personal security Ills troops influenced 
by the point of honor, made a resistance of some days, 
before surrendering the principal forts of Jalundhur and 
Puttee, hut gave both up on the 6th and 7th of October, 
before any impression had been made on the walls, or 
defences and after a needless sacrifice of lives BOODII 
SlNCH lias since been content with the lot of a protected 
Sikh chief, living on the means afforded by his posses 
sions East and South of the Sutlej In December of 
the same year, T^idjian SlNOir, son of the old 
Gbuneea Chief Jy Singii, was deprived of the sepa 
rate Jageer assigned to him, in order to secure the 
Sirdaree to his elder brother s widow, Suda Koonwur 
Ills person was seized and placed under restraint at 
Lah&r, while a detachment marched to capture Ins two 
forts of Hojcepoor and Phoolwara, no tie of affinity being 
recognized as a motive for deviating from the systematic 
prosecution of the course of policy, by which it appears 
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Hun/bet Singh regulated his conduct, viz. the defer* 
mmation to level into subjects and dependents, owing all 
to himself, every one who was m a position to assert 
independence, or who prided himself on a separate 
origin, and enjoyed patrimonies, won by his own or his 
ancestor’s swords. Uunjeet Singh, who was himself 
free spoken, and allowed great latitude in conversation to 
Ins courtiers, received at this period a rebuke for the grasp- 
ing disposition he displajed in Ins treatment of the old 
Sikh, Sirdars from Jodii Singh Uamghureea, himself a 
reduced chief of the class When taking his leave to 
join MoilKUM Cjiund in the operations against the 
rjzoollapooreea Sirdar, RuvjCCT St Veit ordered him 
presents ns a mark of favor lie begged, however, with 
characteristic frankness, that such honors might he dis- 
pensed with in his case, for he should deem himself for- 
tunate m these times, if allowed to keep Jus own turband 
on Ins head Runjeet Sincii took no o flen ce at this 
freedom, but smiled and told him to be faithful and of 
good cheer. 

Tho year 1811 closed with a visit to Lahflr hj SnAit 
ZUMAN, the brother in exile and misfortune ofSilAil 
Snooja, with the addition of deprivation of sight. lie 
came with his family and dependents m the course of 
November, but experiencing only neglect from the Sikb 
chief, returned soon after to Rawul-Pmdcc, whero ho 
had been residing for soibo months Shaii Snooji, 
since his failure in September to obtain entrance or recep- 
tion at Moollan, erob irked in a desperate attempt to push 
his fortune ogam hejond the Indus He was, however, 
defeated with the loss of his principal officer, UKRt/sr 
IChan, and was compelled to seek personal safety in 



88 THE EX PRINCES APPLY TO BRITISH GOVT A D 1811 

secret flight The brothers had, id the early part of the 
year, deputed a sod of ZuMAN Shah to Loodeeam, to 
leara if there was any hope of assistance in men or money 
from the British Government The Prince, however, 
though received with much attention and civility, was 
distinctly informed, that no such expectations must be 
entertained by either member of the royal family of 
Kabool 
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Marriage of Khurnh Singh, the heir apparent of Runjeet 
Singh, attended hij Colonel Qchterlontj Acquisition 
of the Kohi noor Diamond fom Shah Shooja Severe 
treatment and Jlight of that Prince to Loodeeana 
Conquest of KasJtmeer, hg Put eh Khan Vaster, and 
acquisition of Attuk, by Runjeet Singh 

I\ the beginning G f the year 1812, the Conrt of Labor 
was occupied tn preparations, for celebrating- with due 
magnificence the marriage of the heir apparent KooV 
tpur Khuruh Seven, with the daughter of Jymul 
GltUNEEV, the same chief from whom Uunjett Sincii 
had taken Patina Kot, in the Jalundhur Turaee An 
invitation was sent (o Colonel Ociitfrlow at Loo 
deeana to honor the ceremonies with Ins presence, and 
an envoj being despatched to conduct him to Lah6r, 
the Colonel crossed the Sutlej on the 23d of Janoarv, 
with a small escort, to which, by particular desire of 
RuNJEtT, a galloper gun was attached, tho Sikh Chief 
having intense curiosity to see how this branch of artillery 
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was equipped in the British service Colonel Ociiter 
tONY was accompanied by the Rajas of Naba, Jheend, 
and Kytlml and on arriving near Uinritsur on the 28th, 
received the Istugbal or meeting of honor, from the 
Chief of the Sikhs, who had gathered to his court, on 
Ibis occasion, all bis Sirdars, and indeed the whole nation 
of Sikhs appeared to be assembled to do honor to the 
nuptials 

The ceremony was performed at the residence of 
Sirdar JymUL Singh in Tutebgurb, and, after its 
conclusion on the 6 U 1 of February, the whole party return 
ed to Uinritsur Suda Ivoonnur alone was not 
present, indisposition was assigned as the reason of her 
non attendance on the occasion, hut her dissatisfaction at 
the failure of an attempt to procure from RuNJEET 
Singh, bei son in law, the public acknowledgment dur 
mg these ceremonies, of the two hojs she had brought 
up as twins bom to her daughter, was generally be 
lieved to be the true cause of her absence 

Runjeet Singii received Colonel Ociiterlony 
with marked distinction, appointed his principal officers 
to show him every object worth seeing at Labor, uud 
pressed upon him an invitation to stay and sec thefestm 
ties of the Hoolee which would be celebrated in March 
The Colonel declined this honor for himself, but the 
Sikh Chiefs who had come wijh him gladly accepted it, 
and the Bhje of ICythuI obtained by conning and intrigue 
during the orgies, a grant from the Lahfir Ruler of 
Goojorawul, on the protected side of the Sutlej The 
frank confidence displayed by Runjeet Singh in his 
present reception of Colonel Oc/itereoyi was much 
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m contrast with the suspicious mistrust with which Mr 
Metcalfe had been treated IluNJEET^showed the 
Colonel his troops, and particularly the new battalions ho 
was raising, and further took. him over the fortifications 
of Labor, and inspected with him some new worts he 
was constructing for their improvement, and to connect 
the Jntna Musjtd with the palace His prudent Dewan, 
Moijkum Ciidnd, and the Sirdar Gungiia Singh, are 
reported to have remonstrated against the communication 
of such knowledge, to a professional person of a nation, 
that might have designs which would enable him to turn 
it to account adversely Runjbet, lioweier, observed 
with shrewdness, that if such were their sentiments, 
they should have advised his withholding the invitation 
altogether from the Colonel, for it was too late to begin 
now to show distrust t. 

After the conclusion of these ceremonies and festivi- 
ties, the armies of Lahdr resumed active operations 
ICooNWTTR ICfruRuk Singh was sent with a strong 
force against Bhitnbur and Rajaorce, where SooltaN 
Khan, the Moosulman holder of the former territory, 
proved a formidable enemy, having recently over- 
powered and slam his relation Isvaeel Khan, who had 
been left, as the result of previous operations, in the 
possession and management of o large portion of the 
territory. Del SiNdi was at the same time sent with 
auotber force to plunder and levy tribute from Muzuf- 
pur Khan at iQTooftan , ancf a third' under Hes'A Srtftztr 
was again detached to Kangra Runjeet Singh in 
person made a tonr into the Jalundhur Dooab towards 
the Turaee, whither he summoned various lull chiefs, 
and made with them fresh arrangements attended with 
ri 2 
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increase of tribute The resumption of Shoojanpoor 
from Boodu Sinch Biiugut was tbe only operation of 
that hind effected on this occasion Returning to Lali&r 
on the 23d of May, Runjeet Singii received intelli 
gence there of the success of Khuruk Singh against 
Rhimbur, Jnmmoo and Ukhnoor Tlie ICoonwur was 
honored with a grant of these places in Jngeer and he 
placed them in the management of B/iye Raw Sincii 
Due Singh had also succeeded in extorting a consider 
able sum from Mozuffur Khan of Moollan 

In August of tbe same year, Jwiui Singh, tbc 
father in law of Khuruk Singh, died suddenly, and it 
was generally believed, that his death was occasioned by 
poison administered by Ins wife Runjeet Sincii 
constituted himself tbo heir to all the treasure, accumu- 
lated by tins chief during n long life of parsimony and 
usurious dealing Much of Ins wealth was, at the time of 
Ins decease, out at interest with Muhajuns of Umritsur, 
all of whom were called upon to account with the Bah&r 
treasnr} In the following month lho families of the two 
ex Shahs of Kabool, 1 c of Shah Zuman and of Shah 
Siiooja sought an asjlum at Labor Hie latter chief 
had added largely to Ins experience of adversity After 
escaping from tbe unfortunate enterprise, ho had under- 
taken in September preceding, bis person was seized by 
JUHAN Dad Khan, tbe Governor of Attuk t bj whom 
be was sent to (its brother Ata S(offtnf\iUD of (Cash- 
meer, who held him a close prisoner The helpless 
Sic mi Zuman brought both families to the Sikh capital, 
where Runjift Singh professed much interest in 
the misfortunes and fate of Si! AH Shooja, and seemed 
as if disposed to make an effort ogamst Kasbmecr to 
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procure Lis liberation, and to obtain that province for 
him He was then preparing an expedition against 
Bhimbur, m the Peer-Punjal range of mountains, and 
the wife of Sh\h Shoo j a was led by tliese profes 
sions to believe, and to represent to her husband, that 
be would find a friend in the ruler of Lah6r The 
Shah made bis escape from confinement during the 
operations subsequently undertaken against the valley by 
FtTTEH KlIAV Vuzeer, and was led by these hopes to 
direct bis flight towards Lahfir lie made good Ins way 
out of Kashmeer, by seeking the Peer Pttnjal mountains , 
where, finding an opportunity to join the force nnder 
MOHKUU CfitfND, lie came down with him to Labor, 
there to experience only new persecutions, excited by the 
desire kindled in the breast of Runjeet, to obtain 
possession of the fimons diamond the Koh i Noor, and 
other rich jewels ascertained to be still in this Prince’s 
possession The relation, however, of the means by which 
these were extorted, belongs to a later period 

After the Dussera, at the close of the rams, the Sikh 
army was assembled, and led entire by Runjeet Singh 
in person, against the Moosulman Chiefs of Bhimbur 
and Itajaoree, who, though pressed by the expeditions 
before directed against them, made bead again, imme- 
diately the force was withdrawn, and were now assisted 
b) a confederacy of Chiefs and Jageerdars of their faith, 
and by succour from the Governor of Kashmeer The 
possessions of these Chiefs ccramanoW the approaches 
to the Peer X’nnjal mountains and there is reason to 
believe that Runjeet Singh had even at this time, an 
eye to the conquest eventually of the valley of Kashmeer, 
to which the occupation of both Bhimbur and B ljioree 
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■was a necessary preliminary. The Sikh arm) defeated 
the confederated Chiefs with great loss, and RuNJrCT 
Singh pushing his success, occupied both Bhnnbar and 
Rajioree, in the early part of November, and received 
the submission of the discomfited Mohummedan Chiefs 
of both places on the 13th of the month The rest of 
the confederates were compelled to fly into Kashmeor, 
where they were received by the Governor, At a. 
Mohummud. 

Tuteii Khan, the Vuzecr of Shah Muiimood, was 
at this time upon the Indus, whither lie hid come to 
punish the two brothers, who held Altuh and Knshmeer, 
for the assistance they had rendered to Shah Shooja, 
and to recover the two provinces for ICabool He had 
sent forward a detachment of 8000 Afghans to Rohtas, 
and was already planning operations against Ata Mo- 
hummud of Kasbmeer, when Runject obtained his 
successes against the Bhirabur and Rajaoree chiefs It 
became essential, that engaged as the Labor and Kabool 
forces were so closely upon the same field, the two leaders 
should come to a mutual explanation of their mows and 
intentions , accordingly Runjekt Singii sent agents 
'vi ih an overture for this purpose, and invited the Vuzecr 
tonn interview upon tho Jililum, in order that they might 
concert a joint expedition against Ivashmecr. rtJTrii 
Khan being no less desirous to come to an understand, 
mg with the Sikh, the meeting was agreed upon, and 
took place on the 1st December, when it was settled that 
Run 4 1 rr Singh should place a force, under his Dewan 
AIohkum ClfUNn, at the Vtizccr’s disposal in the expe- 
dition he meditated, and should give ever) faciht) for the 
passage into Kasbmeer, by the passes of Rajaoree, which 
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be bad recently subdued The aid of a detachment of 
Afghans to be employed afterwards against Mooltao, 
and a share of the plunder of Ivashmeer, were the returns 
stipulated for this succour Runjeet Sjngii desired 
a portion of the revenues of the valley, but the politic 
Vuzeer objected to any participation in the permanent 
resources of the province, and preferred agreeing to a 
Nuznrana of nine lakhs from the spoil expected Having 
on these terms secured the assistance of 12,000 Sikhs, 
under the Dewan Moiikum Chund, the Vuzeer pro- 
ceeded on his expedition, and the joint armies commenced 
their march, while Runjcet returned to Dahfir A 
hea\y fall of snow impeded tbeir progress, and the Sikhs 
being less inured to the seventies of a mountain winter 
than the northern troops, were outstripped by the Vuzeer , 
who, penetrating intotbe valley in February, drove Ata 
Mohummud from Ins stockades, and in a short time 
reduced him to submission, and obtained all the strong- 
holdsin the province, without receiving much assistance 
from Moiikum Chund and the Sikhs Runjeet 
SlVCir made great rejoicings at Lahdr on receiving 
news of this success, treating the operation as n 
joint one, tending equally to bis own as to tbe Vnzeer’s 
glory A deep intrigue was, however, in progress, 
which tbe issue of the Kasbmcer expedition brought 
immediately to light Juhav Dad Khan, the gover 
nor of Attuk, despairing after his brother s defeat in 
Kashin eer, of his own ability to resist tbe Vuzeer sin 
£le handed., and knowing he had little favor to expect from 
him, had previously placed himself in correspondence 
with RuNJPFT Singh, to whom he promised the fort of 
Attuk for u Jageer, in case he should he reduced to ex* 
tremitj Runjeet, accordingly, when be returned him- 
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self to Labor, left a detachment under JDv \ Singh, m 
the vicinity of the Indus, to be ready to occupy tint 
important fortress, whenever it should be given up In 
March, 1813 Run jeet Singh heard tint bis oflicer had 
been admitted, and tint the place was held and adminis- 
tered in his name He accordingly lost no time in re 
mforcing the detachment, with a strong coni oj, containing 
every thing necessary to place the fort in a complete state 
of defence, and Dnt cc D \s and IIukeevi Uzeez ood 
DeLN were sent as commissioners to settle the country 
surrounding, which formed the dependency of Attuk 
Tuteh Khan Vnzeer cried out against this usurpation, 
and deeming himself absolved by it, from the conditions 
upon which he had obtained the co operation of the Sikhs 
under the Dewau, be dismissed them without any sbaro 
of the booty obtained, and then nominating bis brother, 
Uzeem Kiian, governor m Knshmcer, lie marched to 
Attnk, and made upon Run J nt t a demand for its surren 
der This was spun out into a negociation — nnd, of course, 
evaded bj (be Sikh "With the Dcwan MoHkUvf CriUNn, 
Shah Shooja came to Labor, where a demand was 
immediately made upon lain, nnd upon bis principal vv ife, to 
surrender the Koli i noor diamond, a Jagcer being pro- 
mised with a fort os the condition of compliance Tho 
Shah denied that be bad it, and the Vufi Breus! 
declared, it bad been placed in pawn with a Mohajuu to 
obtain supplies for the Shah in his distresses Run J rrT 

&INCH disbelieving these assertions, placed guards round 
the Shah’s residence, and allowed no access or egress 
without strict search The exiled family , howev cr, being 
proof against the severity of mere restraint, the prohibi- 
tion of food was added, and for tiro days the Shah, 
with bis wives, family, and servants, suffered absolute 



A D 1813 SEVERITIES PRACTISED ON SHAH SHOOJA 97 

depm ation , but tbeir firmness was even proof against this 
trial, and Run j get Singh, from a regard to bis own 
reputation determined to proceed with more art, and 
ordered food to be supplied On the first of April, there 
were produced in bis durbar two notes, purporting to be 
from (be Shalt to Futeii Khan Vnzeer, and to other 
Afghan chiefs, descriptive of bis sufferings, and prayiug 
for tbeir efforts for his deliverance * These were stated 
to have been intercepted, bat were generally believed to 
have been fabricated It was now assumed to be indis- 
pensable to take precautions against the intrignes and 
machinations of the Shall, and a guard of two companies 
of Sikhs, from the newly raised corps, being added to that 
preuously set over the premises where be resided, threats 
of a transfer of the Shah s person to Govind gnrb, with 
treatment of the most galling and injurious kind were 
resorted to, in order to enforce compliance with the 
demand for the jewel Having tried remonstrance in 
vain, the Shah next resorted to artifice, and solicited two 
months delay, to enable him to procure the diamond from 
certain Muhnjnns with whom it was asserted to be pledg 
ed, and lit, said that some lakhs of rupees must be expend 
ed to effect this Runjeet Singh reluctantly consent 
ed to allow the time solicited and severities were 
accordingly suspended for a season They were renewed, 
however, before the period expired, and Shah Siiooja, 
wearied ont by them, and seeing that the rapacity of the 
Slkli would not hesitate even at the sacrifice of his life 
for its gratification, agreed at last to give up the precious 
jewel * Accordingly, on the 1st of June, Rcjn/eet 

• T1 is diamond waa one of those described by Tai ebmek as adorning 
the Peacock throne at Ilehiee It is (I e largest known fo exist and is 
by Hindoos suppo«e«l t » I are belonged to the Panrtoos of Mythological 
celebrity, before it fell into the hands of the Moghul Sovereigns it ii 
N 
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waited, on tlie Shall, with a few attendants to receive it 
He was received by the exiled Prince with ranch digm- 
ty, and both being seated, a pause and solemn silence 
ensued, which continued for nearly an hour RuNjrET 
then getting impatient, whispered to one of Ins atten 
dants to remind (he Shah of the object of his coming 
No answer was returned, bat the Shah with hs eves 
made the signal to an Eunuch, who retired, and brought 
in a small roll, which be set down on the carpet at equal 
distance between the Chiefs RunJ ekt desired Biioo- 
ANEE Das to unfold the roll, when the diamond was 
exhibited, and recognized, and tho Sikh immediately 
retired with his prize in hand T he Shah was now left 
more at liberty, his guard being withdrawn a letter was, 
however, intercepted a few days after from ICazeo Sheer 

Mohummud, one ofhis followers, toMonuMMUDUzErM 
Khan, the new governor of Kashraeer, containing a pro- 
position to assassinate Runjeet Singii, and advising tho 
Vuzecr ruTEH KUAN to make a simultaneous attack on 
LaliBr The Sikh sent for one of the Princes of theoxilcd 
family, and throngh him transmitted the letter, with its 
writer, who had been seized, to the Shall The Ex king 
sent both hack, begging of Runjept SiNgh to punish 
tiie Ivazee as ho might deem fitting In tho idea, that 
a confession of the Shahs privity would bo extorted, tho 
guard on duty were desired to lay on with their shoes 
and with sticks The Ivazee fainted under tho blows ho 
received, declaring, however, to the last, Ins master’s 
entire innocence, he was then committed to prison, whence 


nearly an inch and a half in length, and an inch wide and r st s half an 
inch from its gold setting Mtua Shah robbed the Dehlee family oflt, 
•rnd Ahmed Smah Abdalce got possession of it intlie pillage of Nadie 
& * s tents after his assassination 
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Siiah Siiooja after a lime purchased Ins release by a 
payment of 20,000 rupees. 

ruTPirKriAN Vazeer after Ins return from Kasbtncer, 
had sat down before Attnk, and pending the negocialion 
at Lahdr, upon his demand for its surrender, closely 
blockaded the fort Deinn Moil KVM CiiXjso had been 
sent to tho vicinity, to act ns occasion might require, and 
m the beginning of July, intelligence wa3 received from 
him, that the garrison was reduced to such straight for 
supplies, that, uolesj very shortly relieved, they must 
surrender UtrvjprT Sinch held a council upon this, 
and it was determined to relievo the fort, C \cn at the 
risk of tho attempt producing hostilities with tboVuzccr 
Orders to this effect were accordingly sent immediately 
to the Dew an, who being encamped at Boorhnn, march- 
ed at break of day on tho 12th Joly 1810, to execute 
them On that day lie made a short march to an ontpost 
on a rivulet, held by a piquet of tho Vuzccr , ii army, which 
retired in the night Hie Dcwan marched ogam next 
morning leisurely along the rivulet, that Ins men might 
drink, and be always fresh for action, the weather being 
extremely hot At ten in the morning, he camo to tho 
Indus, at about five miles from tho fort. The Kabool 
army was here drawn up to oppose his further advance, 
its van being composed of a body of Moolhea Moosu! 
mans, supported by a body of cavalry under Dost 
MottUMUro Kit IK TheDewan took op his gronnd, 
forming Ins ca\ airy m four divisions, and (he oul\ battalion 
of infantry that had yet corao up, in square The Moot- 
kcas immediately made a resolute charge <m the batta- 
lion, hat vrercrcccned with so heavy a rolling fire ns lobe 
driven back with severe loss. 'I he Den an ordered up for 
N 2 
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i he support of Ins battalion, some fresh troops, and artillery 
under Giiousee Iviian, which had como in sight, hut 
his order was not obejed Dost Moiiummud now 
attacked with his horse, and the Sikhs were sinking 
before him, when the Dewan in person on Ins elephant, 
carried up two gnns, which discharging grape checked 
the Afghans By this time it was noon, the heat of the 
sun hid become intense, and a strong hot wind blew the 
dust into the faces of the Afghans Under these disad- 
vantages, the Vareer did not think proper to carrj the 
troops he had in reserve mto action, and those who had 
been engaged being exhausted, the battle ceased The 
Vuzeer retired across the Indus to Peshawar, leaving the 
Dewan free to relieve the fort, which having effected, 
Moiikum Ciiund returned to Labor in August, to 
receive the reward of his service, and to prefer Ins com- 
plaint against the officers, whose disobedience had so 
nearly proved fatal They received the punishment, 
attaching to correspondence with the encmj, which was 
detected as the motive of their so critically holding hack 
from the action 

In the rains of 1813 nothing particular occurred, hut 
toward the close of that season ItUNJBET SlNCff com- 
menced preparation for an expedition into Knshmccr. 
In October he visited Jowala Mookhec, and Kangrn, and 
thence marched, vii Secal-Kot and Vuzccrahad to tlio 
Jjhlum, where he summoned oil Jus Jogcerdars, end all 
the tributary hill chiefs, to bo in attendance with their 
respective quotas Strict muster was taken of each 
party os it arrived, and fines were imposed if tho number 
■was short, or the equipment in any respect deficient 
Great preparation had also been made to bring an cflcc- 
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tne artillery into tlie field, nnd to improve thatraonnted on 
camels, ami tlie whole having been reviewed, Runjeet 
SiNOH, on the lllh November, crossed the Jjblum, 
and entered the town of Rohtas The Vazcer Tuteh 
Khan was brought from Peshawar by these preparations 
to tlie Derajat, on the west bank of tbo Indus, which cir- 
cumstance, added to intelligence, that the snow I ly still 
deep on the Peer-Punjal mountains, induced Runjeet 
SlNGII to suspend his proposed expedition until the fol- 
lowing spring lie accordingly sent a detachment to 
occupy and seize the passes in the hills bejond Ilajioree, 
and to select places for gram and store-depots, and (hen 
returned, vii Rohtas, to Labor, where ho arrived on the 
2Gth of December. 

The confiscation of the lull territory of Ilureepoor, 
and its annexation to the Labdr Khalsn, (fisc), was (he 
first act which marked the return of the Sikh ruler to lus 
capital Bnoor Singh, the Rtya, whose treacherous 
seizure and confinement preceded the confiscation, receiv- 
ed on its completion a small Jageer for subsistence The 
next net of Runjeet Singh was more shamelessly 
extortionate. Hearing that Shaii Shooja had still 
some jewels of rare value, a demand was made for them, 
and, on the Shah’s declaring that he hadnoneleft, theSikh 
determined to judge forlwnself, and sending Bin aR\si 
Singh with a party of females to search the interior 
apartments, caused to be brought into his presence, every 
box or packet the Shah possessed. The Shah’s head 
Eunuch was then made to open them, and Runjeet 
seized, and retained for himself, all thq most precious 
articles, with the swords, pistols, and two cart loads of 
carpets, and women’s dresses. The Shah was then 
ordered to removo from the Shahkmar garden and palace 



102 ESCAPF OF SHAH SlIOOJA’S BEGUMS, A D 1011 15 

to a common boast in llic citj, and was subjected there 
to strict surveillance After experiencing ev ery hind of 
indignity and discomfort, lie determined to attempt an 
escape rvitli his family Towards the end of Not ember, 
it was reported to Runjeet Singh, that tbe Bcgnms of 
Shah SiioojA were missing, whereupon the Shah’s per- 
son was placed under a guard, and alternate threats and 
promises were employed to induce him to declare where 
they were gone He denied all knowledge of their mo- 
tions or intentions The city was searched, and egress 
forbidden to all veiled women, and all merchants hating 
property of the Shah’s, or of any members of his family, 
in deposit, were ordered to surrender if info the Sikh 
treasury These precautions were, however, taken too 
late It was ascertained that llio Begums had left the 
house of Sii Ml Shooja in the dress of Hindoo females, 
and thence had been conveyed to the banking house of 
Baluk Bam, the agent or correspondent of Soocun 
CllUND, a great banker at Deblee, and treasurer of the 
British Residency there, that by him they had been assist- 
ed in passing ont of the city, and provided with the means 
of making their way to Loodecana, where they had arrived 
safely, and making themselves known to Captain BlRCII, 
the Assistant, in temporary charge of the station, were 
received with hospitality and attention BALUK Ram 
was seized by RunjittSinch for the part ho had taken 
m this evasion, and was compelled to show Jus books, and 
render up all property in his possession belonging to the 
Shah or Jjos family JJc roomed, -boweyrr, no further 
punishment 

In April 1815, S H vu Siiooja himself made his escape 
in disguise from the close confinement m which ho was 
held, llis guard was disgraced, and a reward offered 
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for recovery of the prisoner, tot the Shall succeeded in 
reaching the hills, where ho was hospitably received by 
the petty Itaja of Kishteewar Here lie collected a body 
of 3000 men, and m the winter season made an attempt on 
Kashraeer but the cold prevented his passing the Peer 
Pnnjal range, and his troops dispersed Ills condition 
was now desperate, hat after a long and circuitous jour 
uey over the Kooloo mountains with few attendants and 
fewer comforts, he at last, in September JS16 joined bis 
family at Loodeeana and placed Limself under the pro 
tection of the British Government A provision of 
50,000 Its per annum was assigned for the maintenance 
of the Shah in his exile, while he might remain in the 
British territory With the intermission of one unfortn 
natc enter prize he was led to engage in for the recovery 
of his lost power, after the murder of ruTUH Khan m 
1818, ho has since continued to avail himself of this 
asylum, and lie has been joined at Loodeeana by his 
sightless brother SllAH Zcman, whom, with bis family 
already in abject poverty, RtJNJEEr Sivgh took no 
trouble to detain To Ibis prince a separate allowance 
of 24 000 Rupees per annnm bos been assigned The 
chronological order of events has been somewhat nntici 
pated, in order to bring the misfortunes of these princes 
into one connected relation The first expedition of 
Runjeet Singh against Kashraeer will take ns back 
into the year 1814 The events however, which pre 
ceded or attended it, will more fitly form the subject of 
another chapter. 
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First expedition of Runjeel Singh ogmnsl Kashmeer 
rails ratline of Runjeel Singh's health JCxpedi 
tion against, and capture of, Mooltan The army 
dcpriied of its plunder Death of Futeh Khan, 
Vuzeer of ICalool Runjeel Singh's adiance to 
Peshaicur 

RuNJrrr Singh basing celebrated the Ilooteo and 
bathed nt Umntsur, znoied Ins arm} in April 1814, into 
the Hill country about Katigrn, to enforce the collection 
oflns tributes, ami the personal attendance of the Rojas 
with their contingents Having tlias strengthened him- 
self with a large bod} of hill men he moicd to Bhimbur 
on tlio 4th June, and, advancing slowly from thence, was 
met by Ar ur Kiian, the chief of Uajaorce, through whose 
territory lay the route to Kashmeer On tlio 11th June, 
the ami} armed nt Rajaoree, and d isenctim hen rig itself of 
heavy baggage, equipped itself for mountain mo\cincnt, 
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preparatory lo the passage of the famous Peer Pnryal 
lange An attempt had been made to gam the Poonch 
Raja, Rooii oollah XviiAN, to the Sikh canse, but he 
pleaded engagements with Kasbmeer, and the presence 
of his son as a hostage wiUiTJzeem Khan, the governor 
After a consultation of the principal officers however, it 
was determined, nevertheless, that the mam army com 
manded by Runjeet Sincii in person, should pursue the 
Poonch route and endeavour to penetrate by the Toshu 
Mydan pass, while a strong diversion should be made by 
Baliramgulla towards Soopyn in the valley 

The cavalry being dismounted, and every man furnish 
ed with provisions for three days a detachment was 
formed and sent forward on the 15th June, under 
Ram Dyal, a grandson of AIohkdm Ciicnd Dewan, 
with whom were Din, Singh and other Jageerdars 
They appeared before the post at BnbramguIIa on tho 
18th, and after a little negocialion obtained possession 
of the pass, on pajment to the defenders of the airears 
due to them by the Poonch Raja Heavy rain set 
m on the 20(h June, and the Sikh army beginning (o 
suffer from the wet and cold, and the supplies already 
running short the march of the main body was delay 
ed until the 2G(h On the 28th, however RtWJECT 
Singh reached Poonch and found it evacaated the 
Raja having given orders to fars people to attempt no 
resistance in arras, bat to desert their towns and vil 
Zages to bury or remote the grain, and to borer in 
small parties on the flanks of the invaders The 
consequences of this system had already begun to bo felt, 
and compelled a bait at Poonch for fnrtlier supplies 
until the 13tb July Thence advancing by Mundee, 
o 
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ItuMECT Singh reached Tosbu Mydan on the 18 lb, 
where he found Mohummud Uzeem Khan with the 
forces of Kashmeer, drawn up to oppose his progress 
The Sikh army took up its position in face of tbe 
encroj, and remained for some days inactive Hero 
Runjeet Sincii recened intelligence from tbe detach 
ment at Bnliramgulla On the lDlh July, BvmDyvl 
nnd the Jageerdars ascended tbe Peer Funjal nioun 
tains, by the Snraee and Mudpoor pass, driving before 
them tbe Kasbmeer troops left to defend it RunJEET 
Singh was nneasy at this precipitancy, (limbing his 
detachment out of reach of support, and liable to bo 
overpowered he sent off immediately therefore a rein 
farceoicnt under Bin A Ram Sjngii Tho Rajaorco 
chief recommended an attack of UzErji KilAN, ns the 
best means of preventing his undertaking any thing 
against the detachment, but Runjeet Singii haung 
reconnoitered tbe position, deemed the attack too hazard 
ous It is probably the only thing that would ba\c 
prevented the disasters which followed 

In the mean time Ram Dyal having passed tho 
mountain harrier, and debouched upon the sallej at 
Ilcerapoor was attacked on the 22d July, hj a party sent 
against him by Uzeem Kir AN The ICnshraccriim, 
were defeated, and followed to Soopjn On tho 24lbs 
Ram D\ al assaulted the town hut it was well defended 
bj SiiooKoon Khan, anil tho assailants were repulsed, 
•whereupon the Sikhs retired again to the Peer Punjal 
mountains to wait reinforcements But A Ram Sincii, 
hearing of this discomfiture, deemed it neccssarj to halt 
at BnhramguHec, with the support he was bringing up, 
in order to secure the pass 
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Mohummud XJzeem Khan seeing matters in tins 
critical position, thought the time favorable for offensive 
operations against the nnm army, which had already 
sufitred much from sickness, and more from desertion. 
On the 20th Jul), ItoonooDLAri Khan, the Poonch 
chief, approached, and commenced a desultory fire on 
the Sikh position. On the following morninghe renewed 
his attack with more vigour, and Runjeet Sincji was 
compelled to fall back on Mundec Being pnrsued thither, 
he bred the town, and directing his disciplined batta- 
lions (o cover the retreat, continued his retrograde 
march to Poonch, which he reached on the 31st July, 
with the loss of man) men, and his principal officer 
Mit Sinch Buiiraneea, and stripped of nearly all his 
baggage. The army was now no longer in a state of 
organization or discipline, and setting fire to Poonch, 
Ronjeet Singh quitted the camp and continued lus 
flight to Bboobee, whence be with o few attendants took 
the nearest route to Labor, which he reached on the 12th 
August. 

Ram Dyad and the Jageerdars serving with lum m 
the detachment which had penetrated into the >alle), 
were surrounded, and (heir supplies were cut off, hut 
the detachment was allowed by Uzcem ICrrAN to re- 
tire, and was furnished with a safe conduct to the Sikh 
frontier, in consideration of the friendship professed 
by this Governor for Dewan Mohkuri Ciiund, its 
commandant's grandfather. That distinguished officer 
of Runjeet Singh bad himself been prevented by 
indisposition from taking part in the expedition. He 
warned his master however of the difficnltics he must 
expect if he allowed lamself to be overtaken m the 
o 2 
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lulls by iha rainy season and particularly pointed oat 
the necessity of providing large depfits in Blurahur and 
Kijaoree, in anticipation of a determined opposition 
from the Moosulmau chief, and the whole population of 
Poonclt AH lnd happened exactly as he predicted, 
anti the ruler of Labor returned to lament the deprn ntion 
ofhisDewans experience and judgment no less tlnn 
lus tried skill and valour, in this important expedition 
1 he illness however which prevented him from uccom 
panying the Sikh army increased and m the course 
of October, soon after the return of Runjett Singh 
to Labor he died amidst the regrets ami ! imentitions 
of all well wishers to the power of the Sikhs, and to the 
dominion of RunjeetSingh Iu Ins private character 
the Dowau was liberal, upright, and high minded he 
enjoyed the confidence of the troops placed under his 
command and was popular and much respected amongst 
the entire Sikh community 

The losses sustained by Runjeet in this expedition 
required sometime to repair The Sikh army was not 
therefore in a condition to take the field at the close of 
the Dusscri of 1814 as usual but m April 1815, a 
force was employed, under Ram Dyal and Rut 
Singh, ravaging tho Mooltau nnd Buhawnlpoor ter 
ntorics, and exacting tributes nnd contributions m that 
neighbourhood Runjeet Singh himself pissed tho 
hot weather at Adeena nugnr, raising nnd disciplining 
nerr battalions , and especially recruiting men of the 
Goorku nilion, of whoso valour ho began to enter 
tain a very high opinion, from having witched tho 
operations which during the season had passed m tho 
Ml lounlrj cast of the Sutlej Tlio British GoternmcDt 
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bad engaged m hostilities with the Goorkfias, and Colonel, 
afterwards General Ochtereony, bad taken the field 
there against Uuur Sivgh, who f or sis months, 
maintained himself at Rarugurh and Maloun, and 
baffled the known skill and the superior forces of this 
experienced commander IIjs final discomfiture, and the 
dispossession of the Goorkhas from all the lull territory 
west of the GograorKalee mer, occasioned a break- 
ing op of their power, which was highly favourable to 
Run J BBT’ s views, and procured him many men of this 
nation particularly well adapted for bill warfare 

Jn the mean time, the defeat of the SAb expedition 
against ICashmecr encduraged the Moosulman Chiefs 
of Bbimbur and Rojaoree to break out into rebellion, 
and towards the close of the year 381J, the son of the lat- 
ter who was detained as a hostage at Labor, effected his 
escape and joined his father. The Bhimbar insurgents 
were headed by the brother of Sooltan Khan, who 
since he made bis submission in 1813, had been himself 
detained by ItuNJEET Singh, and was now a close 
prisoner at Lah6r. 

Jn October, after the Dussera of 1815, the Sikh army 
was called out, and its rendezvous for muster appointed 
at Seealkot A division was sent in advance under Ram 
Dyal and Due Singh to punish the Bhimbur and 
Rojaoree Chiefs, and to ravage their territories with 
fire and sword Poonch was saved from a similar 
visitation by its greater elevation, and by the setting in 
of winter with severity Runjebt Si\ch was not yet 
prepared for an attempt to retrieve hi» fortune and lost 
reputation, by another expedition against Kashmeer 
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He was conteut therefore to employ the season in con- 
firming' Ins authority in the bills before subdued, and in 
pumsbingtbedisobedientand refractory Rajas and Chiefs 
on tins side the Peer-Punjal range. He returned to 
Labor on the 28th December, where he was waited upon 
by Beer SjNgii, the Rajah of Noorpoor, in the bills, who 
Lad failed to attend the summons to rendcz\ous nlSeeal- 
ICot A heavy mulct was imposed, which being beyond 
the Chiefs means, he offered bis Thakoors, or house- 
hold Gods, of silver and gold, in pawn, but these not 
sufficing, ho was arrested at the door of the JDnrlnr, or 
hall of audience, on the 20th January 181G, and noxt 
day was sent off in a Palkee to witness the seizure 
and confiscation of his all, and to render an account to 
the sequestrators He declined the petty Jagecr offered 
to him for subsistence, and after a frmtlcss attempt to 
recover his fortress and territory by force, took refugo 
within the British territory A second example was mado 
of the Raja of Juswoul Omtd Singh, for a similar 
failure. Being stripped of lus possessions, however, bo 
accepted the Jagcer tendered. 

After completing Jus arrangements in tho bills, 
Runj ERT Sincji having bathed at Turnn-Tarnn, moved 
with lus army into the territories of Moolhm and 
Buhawulpoor, where the still unripe crops and abundant 
herds presented the means of enforcing contributions or 
inflicting irredeemable injury. The Sikh detachments 
penetrated down the Indus, to the vergo of the Sindh 
territory, and Mohummud Khan, Chief of Bhuknr 
and Lecah, of the family ejected by the present 3Ieers of 
Sindh, having recently died, a demand of tnbnto was 
mado on bis successor Hafiz Ahmed Khan. On his 
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refusal, fns forts, Khangnrh and Muhraoodkot, were occu*- 
pied, and Phoola Singh Akalec was allowed to perpe 
trate there atrocities and insults to the Moliummedan 
population of the most revolting description Hapiz 
Ahmed soon after paid down a sum of money to procure 
the withdrawing of the Sikb garrisons, and thns recover 
ed his forts with part also of the plunder extorted 
A nut ED ICh\N of Jilting was now summoned to the 
presence, and called upon fora large contribution On 
pleading inability, he was sent prisoner to Lahor while 
three battalions proceeded to occupy, and annex to the 
Klmlsa, the whole of his possessions, reckoned to yield 
about four lakhs of yearly revenue They were farmed 
to Lala Sookii D\al for 1,G0,000 rupees Futeii 
Singh Aloowala was at the same time employed m 
seizing Oocb and Ivot Mubarnja, the first held by 
Seyads, who had hitherto been respected, and were 
now provided with a Jageer and the second by a chief 
named RUJUB Ulee Khan, who was sent prisoner to 
tabor 

Runjeet Singh returned from the south west and 
re entered his capital on the 20th May Here he learned 
that the Vuzeer rUTEH Khan had employed the season 
in a march across the Pukholee and Dumtour hills, into 
Kaslimeer, where he aided his brother in enforcing the 
collections, and establishing his authority m the valley, 
and then returned by the same route The Sikh detach 
ment nnder Ram Dyad and Dud Sincji had remained 
upon the frontier to watch his motions 

A domestic matter now occupied the attention of 
Runjeet Singh His second wife, the mother of 
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Koonwur KnunPk SrNGH, was nccused of scandal- 
ous improprieties, and particularly of too notorious and 
close an mtimacy -with Bin a Ram Singh, the Jvoon 
MTir» Dcwan Runjeet SiNcn bad lavished imich 
territory in Jngcer apon tbe beir apparent, and the 
management was undertaken by lus mother and the 
Dewan, apon the usual condition of maintaining an effici- 
ent contingent of horse, for service with tbe Sikh army 
Complaint, however, was loud and freqncnt, that tbe 
Jageers were the scene of extortion and mismanagement, 
while the condition and equipment of the Koonwur s con 
tingent was deemed by Runjeet highly discreditable 
lie first endeav oured to procure a reform by exciting the 
pride of his son, who was of age to take an interest in 
such things but the influence of tbe mother and Dewau 
preventing any amendment, the Sikh ruler was at length 
compelled to interfere more authoritatively. The Dowan 
R\m Singh was thrown into confinement, and ordered 
to account for his stewardship of the JTagccrs, arid the 
Koonwur s mother was directed to fix her residence in 
the fort of Shehhoopoor ICllUItUlv SlNGH was repn 
minded for allowing such proceedings , and Bnootvrr 
Das of Peshawur, was assigned to him as a new Dcwnn 
Several lakhs of rupees and some valuable jewels wero 
extorted from Ram Sincii, whose banker Ootum 
Chits n of Umntsnr, was also called to account, and 
made to refund what lie held for the cx -Dowan 

After tbe Dnsscra in October, Runjitt Singh’s 
first journey was into tbe lulls, where ho paid n visit to 
Rnja SuNSVR Ciiund at Nodoun, and collected Ins 
yearly tributes , thence returning, he effected tho confis 
catiun «r lbc Jageers and territories of Bern Sivi ti 
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and Dew AN SiNcn, two brothers of the late Jodjfx 
Singh Ramgurheea, valued at five lakhs of rupees yearly 
revenue The persons of both chiefs were seized, ns they 
came to the Durbar to pay their re&pects, without suspi- 
cion of any design against them being- entertained hy the 
Lahdr ruler Umntsur was illuminated for the return of 
its sovereign on the 13th of December 

The constitution of Runjeet Singh, though it must 
have been excellent to Iiavo carried him so long through 
a conrso of life consisting of alternate toils and de- 
baucheries, each extreme in degree, began now to yield 
to these incessant trials His digestion failed, and 
with loss of strength, thinness of body, and the incapacity 
for much exertion, were superinduced Towards the 
commencement of 1817 his health was seriously un- 
paired, and he submitted to a course of regimen prescrib- 
ed by his native physicians, which continued for forty 
days, hut produced in the end little permanent benefit 
No military enterpnze or other active operation is re- 
corded as having been undertaken m this year The 
Sikh ruler’s principal source of anxiety in the coarse of 
it, arose from on attachment to Ram Lal, the brother 
of his chamberlain, KhooSHIIAL Singh, upon whom 
such unlimited bounties had been lavished, and who 
had become the greatconrt favorite, and the bottle com- 
panion of his master Ravi I/IL could not be induced 
bj the most seductive offers to give up his Brabmimcnl 
thread, and adopt the Sikh ritual and customs as his bro 
ther had. done lu order to avoid further importunity 
on the subject he fled to his home east of the Sutlej, 
where he was beyond the reach of the Labor ruler, who, 
provoked that he should have escaped, wreaked a real 
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or pretended vengeance on bis chamberlain, by remov- 
ing him from office, and placing him under restraint 
Ram Lal returned for his brother’s sake, and ultimately 
rccened the Pahul or Sikh initiation, and changed his 
name to Ram Singh. 

The following season was employed in preparation for 
an expedition against Mooltau, of which the resources had 
been annually drained by forced contributions, ravage, 
and waste, so as to lead Runjeet Singh to hope that 
MozuprUR Khan’s means of defence and preparation 
were now so impaired, as to make the city and fort an easy 
conquest Before undertaking this enterprize, however, 
Runjeet Singh gave liberty to Aiimed Khan of 
Jbung, whom lie had held m close confinement for nine 
months A small Jageer was assigned to him for subsist- 
ence The Sikh army had been ordered to rendezvous 
in the beginning of the year 1618 on (he sooth west 
frontier of the Sikh dominion ICoonitur Kuvrvk 
Singh was now appointed to the nominal command, 
aided by Mjsur Detvan ClIUND, who had risen 
by bis merit and actmty from a low situation to be 
Commandant of the Artillery, and who undertook for 
the redaction of the fort of Mooltau, if vested with the 
chief command daring the siege The jealoasy of the 
Jageerdars, who objected to serve under a man of yester- 
day, obliged Runjeet Singh to adopt the plan of send- 
ing his heir apparent in nominal command of the whole. 
All the boat3 on the Ra\ee and Chnnab were put in 
requisition to carry supplies and stores for tbe army, and 
the march was commenced m January 1818 A demand 
was made of an exorbitant sum in cash and of five of 
Mozuppor Khan’s best horses, and this not being 



A D 1318 


ANB TAKEN' ET STORM. 


115 


immediately complied with liis two forts of t&fozuffur- 
gurli and Khangurh were stormed and taken In the 
course of February the city of Mooltan was occupied, 
ond its citadel closely invested without much loss Tho 
approaches were made according to <no consistent plan, 
but every Jageerdirand chief erected Ins own battery, 
and a promiscuous fire was kept up fiom guns and smalt 
arras against every part of tbe defences The meins of 
the garrison were however so deficient, that even under 
this irregular method of attack, the wall of (he citadel 
was, by tbe continual fire kept up, breached in several 
places, and the upper works and defences were nearly de 
mohshed in the course of the month of April In Hay the 
approaches were carried close to the Dhool lot, orfausse 
bnye of the works, and the army became eager to be led 
to the storm, butRuvjrErSfNcir, who, though absent, 
regulated every tiling connected with the siege, forbad 
nny risk being run, and continued his offer to the Nuwab 
of a Jageer if he would surrender He was obstinate in 
his refusal, and seemed determined to hold ont to tbe last 
extremity While matters continued in this state, an 
Akalee fanatic, Saokoo Singh, on the 2d of Jiuie, 
advanced without orders with n few companions, and 
attacked sworil in bind, tbe Afghans in the Dhool kot, 
who, being it the tune asleep or negligent, were o\e r- 
powered The men in the Sikh trenches, seeing this, 
advanced simultaneously on the impulse of the moment 
to support the attack, and the entire outwork wis carried 
■witti a sVimgtAer cf those defending it Flashed with 
this success, tbe assailants attempted the fort, and found 
ready entrance by tbe breaches made the garrison not 
expecting assault, nor being prepared for a consistent 
and determined resistance The citadel was thus sud- 
r 2 
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clenly carried, MozurFUR Khan with Ins four sons, 
and household, made a final stand at the door of his 
residence, hut fell covered with wounds Two of 
his sons, Shah Nuwaz ICiian and Huq Nuwaz, 
were also killed on the spot, and a third was left badly 
wounded Surfuraz ICiian, the fourth, who had been 
vested by his father with the government under himself, 
was found in a vault or cellar, and taken prisoner The 
citadel was now sacked, and an immense booty fell to 
the troops engaged in the assault Runjeet Singii, 
however, was not content, that his treasury should be 
defrauded of the wealth known to have been hid up in 
this citadel, and which he had long coveted and hoped 
to have secured by a surrender on capitulation He 
accordingly issued peremptory orders for the immediate 
return of the whole army to Hah dr, with exception to a 
detachment, under Jodh Singh Kulseea, of sufficient 
strength to hold the place, and conduct the local adminis- 
tration Sookh Dyal, who had taken the farm of Jhung, 
as above stated, was nominated to the civil government. 
Upon the armnl of the army at Lali&r, proclamation was 
made, that the plunder of Moollan was the property 
of the State, and all soldiers, officers, or Jageerdars, 
possessing any article of spoil, or any money obtained 
in the sack of the fort, were ordered to bring the 
same in, and to account for the whole to the treasury, 
under penalty of heavy mulct or confinement It affords 
a strong proof of the awe, in which the power and sources 
of information possessed by Runjeet Singh, were 
held by his troops, that this order produced no outrage 
or general resistance Most of the spoil was traced and 
collected for the treasury, and, though tendered up with 
.much discontent, and with many efforts at concealment. 



■A ». 1818. DEATH OF PtJTEH KHAN VUZEER. 117 

still the seventies practised on the obstinate, and the mu- 
tual jealousies and envy of their fellows, felt by those who 
had been compelled to disgorge, led generally to the 
discovery of all that was valuable, so that the Toshuk- 
khana, or jewel-office, of the Labor ruler, was enriched 
by this respoliation of the troops. There is but one 
example of similar audacity in a commander, and that 
was the terrible N voir Siiah, who, upon bis return 
from India, when his army was crossing the Attuh, plac- 
ed a guard at the ferrj, and as every ono came over, 
searched his person and baggage, for every article of the 
spoil of Dehlee, that tha soldiers or followers of his 
army might have secured. 

Surfuraz Kuan and his wonndcd brother Zoolfi- 
XAU Khan were conducted to Labor, where Runjeet 
Singh assigned them a small stipend for subsistence. 
The capture of Mooltan was the only operation qf the 
season, the whole Sikh army having been employed against 
the place since January, and the rains having set m as it 
fell During that season Goijnd CilUND, Raja of 
Datarpoor, in the bills, dying, bis territory was annexed 
to the ICbalsa, and bis son was held m durance until be 
consented to accept a Jageer 

This season of necessary mactivityproduced, however, 
another event of great influence on the future fortnnes of 
Runjeet Singh In the month of August 1818, the 
Vuzeer TnTFli Khan, whose energy and talents had 
raised Shah Muhmood to the throne of KabooJ, and 
who alone hept together the turbulent and discordant 
materials of which (he Afghan empire had been composed, 
was plotted against by the Prince Kajip in, the son of 
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Mini mood, mid being treacherously seized, was first 
blinded, and soon after put to death by Ins order The 
Vuzeer had fifty brothers, all at the head of governments, 
or otherwise in the possession of power and wealth, and 
theory to vengeance was general throughout the kingdom. 
MoHUMMUD UzEEM posted from Kasluneer, leaviDg 
a younger brother, Junuit Kiian, in the valley Taking 
the direction of the measures of resistance organized, 
he defeated the troops of ICamran, and dislodged his 
garrisons from the neighbourhood of Kabool, Gbiznee, 
and Kandahar, so that m a few months the authority of 
the weak SHAH Muhmood, and his rash ill advised fcou, 
was confined to the city and plain of Herat, and the rest 
of the Afghan territory was assumed and portioned out in 
separate governments and independent principalities, by 
the powerful members of this extensive famil} The 
plea put forward by ICamran for his conduct towards 
the Vuzeer ruTEH Khan, was. Ins having plundered 
the property of Tegroz ood deen, a prince of the blood 
royal, whom he expelled from the government of Herat, 
in order to recover it for Muiimodd The real cause, 
however, was jealousy of his power and reputation, and 
the vain conceit entertained by ICAMRAN, tbat the 
V uzeer’s abilities could Le dispensed with, and affairs 
conducted as well bv the household and family of the 
imbecile nominal sovereign 

The intelligence of these events determined Runjeft 
Singh to carry his army across the Indus in the ensuing 
season, more especially as a detachment of Sikhs had 
recently been overpowered by the ICbutuk Moosulmans, 
and every motive of policy required, tbat this should uot 
pass unrevenged The troops haying been called out in 
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October, advanced to Attuk under Uunjcbi «; personal 
command, and llie river beings forded with some loss, 
the fortress of Klijrabad, with Jugheeri.aud the territory 
on the opposite bank, were rednced and occnpied No 
immediate resistance was offered, Tekpoz ICiiais the 
chief of the Khutnk tribe, made his submission, and 
Ronjeet SlNOH having ascertained that no organized 
force was in the field to oppose lnm directed an advance 
on Peshawar The city was entered on the 20th Novem- 
ber, Tar STohummud Khan, the governor, retiring, 
as the Sikhs advanced, into the mountains occnpied by 
the Yoosufzye tribes of Afghans 

Itt/NJEKT Singh remained with Ins army three dajs 
in Peshawur, and then returned, leaving as governor on 
his behalf, JuilAN Rad Khan, to whose treachery he 
was indebted for the possession of Attnk, but whom he 
had left unrewarded hitherto, and without the promised 
Jageer lie furnished him, however, with neither troops, 
nor mone), to maintain the possession Accordingly, the 
Sikh army had no sooner crossed the Indus on its return, 
than Tar Moiiummud came down from the mountains 
with the 'loosofzjes, and expelled the Sikh governor 
JiniAN Dad KnAN fled to the southward, and (hero 
fell in with Shah Shooja, whom the state of affairs 
in Ivabool had tempted from Loodeeana again to try his 
fortune Trom him he received a free pardon, and join 
ed his standard The corse of Fate was, however, on 
every enterpnze nndertaken by this prince, whose 
character, though amiable in many respects, and irre 
proachable mall, possessed not the energy to inspire awe, 
and attach followers in troubled times, or to give confi- 
dence to those disposed otherwise to favor his cause 
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Shah Siiooja returned destitute to Loodeeana, after a 
few months of vain wandering:, and fruitless ncgociation 
with the Meers of Sindh, and other quondam tributaries 
and dependents of the Afghan empire now no more ; and 
Juhan Dad Kiian then made his peace with the Court 
of Herat, and proceeded thither, despairing of obtaining 
favor or advancement at that of Labor. 



CHAPTER EIGHTH 


A D 1819 to 1822 


Second er peddton and conquest of Kashtneer Arrange 
merits for consolidating the Sikh authority tn the hills 
Conquests on the Indus Disgrace and confnemcni 
of Suda Koomour, Rung eel's Mother in laic Armed 
and entertainment of Drench officers 

In February and March 1810, PpsA Singh Mujbiteea 
was employed by Runjeet Singh, with Raja Sunsar 
CiIUND, in collecting the lull tributes In the course of 
their operations they came in contact with the llaja of 
Knhloor, whose capital, Bulaspoor, is on tho British side 
of the Sutlej, but wlio held at that time extensive posses 
Sions north and west of that river This chief refusing 
the tribute demanded, DrsA Sincii marched to occupy 
bis \cTnftoTj-, vo& low® xfidh kWi wn 

the right bank of tbe boundary merof British protection, 
sent a detachment across it against Bnlaspoor Captain 
Boss tlie Political Agent in theadjoininghdls, and Com- 
mandant of a battalion of Goorkba light troops, stationed 
Q 
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at Subatboo, marched immediately to the point threat 
ened, and was joined there b) a detachment from 
Loodeeana, ordered ontby the Resident at Deblee This 
promptitude alarmed the Sikh ruler, and Dlsa Singh 
was ordered, not only to recall Ins detachment, but to 
wait upon Captain Ross, and oiler every explanation 
and apology in bis power 

Nothing material occurred m the earlj part of this year, 
but (he season was occupied in preparation for a secoud 
expedition against Kashmcer To this RuNJcnr Singh 
was encouraged, partly by lus recent success against 
INlooltan, which had given him confidence in his troops, 
and had added largely to their reputation, hut mainly by 
the state of the Afghan power, and the knowledge, that 
MohummudUzcem ICiian had carried with him the most 
efficient of the troops m the \ alley, to forward Ins other 
designs and was far absent, and in no condition to render 
assistance to the Governor lie had left behind him Misur 
Dew an Chund, the conqueror of Mooltan, was selected 
by Runjeei Singh to command the present expedition, 
the Sikh rnler being influenced, partly by his bodily jnfir 
Duties, partly by a superstitious notion, that fortune and 
fate were against his personal success in the valley, hut 
mainly perhaps by the knowledge, that the more impor- 
tant task of expediting supplies, and supporting the 
armies operating in advance, could best be performed 
by bimself, to determine to remain within his own fiontier, 
and in the plains of the Punjab 

In the month of April, the Sikh .army was marched 
towards the frontier, -and a select and strong division 
Was formed there under the Misur’s command to lead fho 
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advance A second army was formed (o snpport this 
officer, and placed under the command of Koonwur 
Juruituk Singh while Runjeet Singh kept with 
himself a reserve to be employed as occasion might require 
in expediting: stores and supplies 

By the beginning of June, Misnr Dewav Chund 
had occupied Itajaoree and Poonch and all the lulls 
and passes, south of the Peer Punjal range The sap 
porting division was accordingly advanced to Itajaoree, 
to keep open the communications The Chief of this 
last pi ice was in rebellion and acting with the Raja of 
Poonch in the defence of tbePeer Punjal passes Run 
jett SiNGff however had given liberty to Soodtan 
Jill tv of Blumbur after a confinement of seven years, 
am) bad secured the aid of his advice and co operation, 
b} bolding out hopes of extensive benefit to result to bun 
fiom the success of the enlerpnze On the 23d June, 
the Misur attacked the Rajaoree and Poonch Rajas in 
tlieir position at the Dhakee Deo and Maja passes, and 
earned them thus securing to himself a road over the 
Peer Punjal IClItJRUK Sincii with his divisionadvanc 
ed now to Surdee Thana and Runjeet SiNdl with his 
reserves came up as far as Blumbur, while Misur 
D EWAN Chund crossing the barrier mountains, descend 
ed luto the \ alley and took up a position at Suiaee Ulee 
on the road to Soopyn 

Jubur Kil in who had been left by Mohummud 
TJzeem Governor in IvaJimeer was at Soopjn with 
live thousand men to make lus stand foi the possession 
of the vallej The troops he had were however raw, and 
hastily raised, and unable to compete with the disciplined 
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battalions led by Misur Dewan Chund, which besides 
outnumbered them greatly On the 5th July, the Sikhs 
having been furnished with supplies and reinforcements 
from the rear, the Misur advanced to Soopyn, and i in me- 
diately on coming in view of the Kaslimeer army, order- 
ed au attack, which, after a few hours of smart fighting, 
attended with considerable loss on both sides, was com- 
pletely successful. The Afghans and troops of Jubur 
IvHAN fled at once across the mountains towards the 
Indus, leaving the valley to he occupied without further 
opposition by tbe victorious army of Runjeei Singh 
G reat was the joy of this chief at his success The cities 
of Labor and of Umntsur were illuminated for three 
nights, and MoTEE Raw, son of the late Dewan 
Moiikum CiiUND, was sent as governor of the valley, 
accompanied by a strong body of troops, for the reduc- 
tion of Durbund and other strong bolds, and with instruc- 
tions to spare no effort to bring the Pooncb and Rajaoree 
chiefs to accept terms and mnke their submission 

The nrrangements, consequent upon the subjugation of 
Kaslimeer, occupied Runjeet Singh for the remainder 
of the year 1819 Towards its close, the Sikh army was 
ngam called out, and led by Runjeet Singh m person 
to Moot tan, whence operations were directed for ravag- 
ing the territories of the Nuwab of Buhawnlpoor, and 
southward as far as Bhuknr, belonging to the Meers of 
Sindh, with a view to extort augmented tribute and 
contributions Dera Ghazeo Khan, on the west bank 
of the Iudas, was nt the same time wrested from its 
Governor, Zuwan Ivhan, and, in the settlement made 
with the Buhawnlpoor chief, the place was given to him 
in farm at a heavy rent. 



A » 1C20 DEATH OF BAM DY VI 125 

Runjeet Singh returned to Labor in April, 1620, 
bringing with him a horse of high repute, that he had 
extorted from Hafiz Ahmed Khan of MunUra Many 
subsequent enterpnzes were undertaken for similar 
animals , the lore for them, and the desire to possess all 
of any repute for excellence, being a growing passion 
carried by the Sikh chief almost to folly The horse 
acquired in this instance, bore the name of Soofed Puree, 

In Kashmeer the troops were employed m petty opera* 
tions against isolated chiefs One of these. Sheer 
Zuman Khan of Gundgurb, having risen in rebellion. 
Ram Dial, the governors son, and the hopeful grand# 
son of the late Dewan Mohkum Ciiund, wa3 employed 
against him, and unfortunately met his death in an action, 
that took place, which was a source of deep regret to 
Runjbet Singh, no less than to his father Mo tee 
Ram, and of general sympathy with all , for he was 
a rising officer of great promise in the Sikh arm} 
The Raja of Rajaoree, Agi/r Ku vx, was in the 
course of May seized, nod mide prisoner by Go o 
lab Singh, brother of Mecan Dheean Sincit the 
Deolii eeuata, or Lord of Privy Chambers, of the 
Labor Court Tor this service, the family obtained 
in Jageer, the principality of Jmnmoo, with which 
they had long been connected In June, the troops 
employed in Kashmeer, having suffered much from sick 
ness, were relieved, and the Governor Moted Ram, 
who was of pacific devotional habits, was changed for 
a more martial chief in the person of IIuree Singh 
Kaloea, a Sikh Jageerdnr, who had killed a tiger single- 
handed on horse back, with the sacrifice, however, of 
his horse 
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In this season, the Court of Labor received tiro visitors, 
one the ex-Raja of Nagpoor, MoodaJEe BtiooSi.\, 
commonly called A pa Saiieb, who escaped ns a fugitive, 
and m disguise, after the campaign, which ended in the 
capture of Aseergurh, and which final!) reduced the lust 
Mahratta opponent in arms of the British Suprcniac) in 
India The fugitiv c resided some timo at Uinritsur, while 
IlONJcrT Sincii was with Lis army to the south-west, 
hut on this chief's return, lie was required to quit the 
capital and dominions of the Sikh, whereupon he retired 
to seek refuge in the bills with Raja Sur»s vr CtlONi) 
There, engaging in some intrigue with the Knbool Princes 
at Loodcenna, he was required by the Iliya to leave his 
court, whereupon he proceeded to Mundce, where the 
chief ErsnuiiEE SriN gave him temporary protection. 
The British Government, though aware of the locality 
of this fugitive’s residence, made no demand fur his 
person, and troubled itself no further, than to obtain 
information of his proceedings nnd designs. 

Tho other visitor was the Superintendent of the 
Compaq’s Studs in India, the adventurous traveller 
Mr Moorcro i T, who passed through Lah&r, ou lus 
route to Ltidnk, as a merchant proceeding to purchase 
horses in Bukhara He was received with much civili- 
ty and attention by the Sikh, nnd from Ludak, which ho 
reached vid Mandee, made good lus route across the nor- 
thern moantains into Kashmccr. Tin neo descending into 
the phins he went to Bnlkb, nnd melius death, by fever, 
in a rash attempt to pass a tractof unhealthy country, of 
the malaria of which nt the particular season, he wns fully 
fort warned, hut relied too confidently on hi* European 
remedies, and on his own medical skill. 
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After October the master of the SiKh army was taken 
at Seeal kot, whither Runjeet Singh proceeded by 
the route of Bultala Thence, skirting: the hills, and 
sending detachments against the turbulent Club Bkao 
tribe to ravage their possessions , ho proceeded to Rawul 
Pindee, and dispossessing the chief, Nund Singh, 
annexed it to the ICbalsa Runj bet Singh returned to 
Iiabfir on the 13th December, and for the rest of the sea 
son was occupied chiefly m domestic arrangements 

Sheer Singii, the eldest of the children brought 
forward by Suda Ivoonwur, bad been adopted, and 
brought up by her with great expectations lie was now 
approaching man s estate, nnd began to be clamorous for a 
Jngeer, and separate establishment Runjeet Singh 
himself encouraged him in this, hoping that the Raneo 
would make a provision suitable, from the possessions 
of tlio Gliunce Sirdaree in her management She, how 
ever, desired to force the recognition of the young man, 
and the making provision for him, on Runjeet, who 
was obstinate m refusing The wily Sikh fomented the 
dispute between SlIELR Singii and his adoptive mother, 
nnd gained over B\ SAk.lI SlNGU, an old and highly 
confidential retainer of the GUuaees, who was in great 
trust with Sud v Ivoonwur After this intrigue had 
been earning on for some time, and SnrcRSiNCjis 
complaints had made their impression, tmfavoral fe to 
Sudi Ivoonwur Runjeet Singii thought matters 
tipo for an authoritative act of interference on lus part 
lie accordingly sent to his mother in law an order, in 
October JS20, to set opart half of her own Jageer for the 
suitable maintenance of the two youths Sheer Singh 
and T vra Singii, whom she had brought up with such 
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high expectations. She remonstrated against the older 
in vain, mid being herself in the Sikh camp, then pitched 
at Shah-Delira, and consequently m the power of RuN- 
JEET Singh, she felt the necessity of complying so fir, 
as to execute a deed making the assignment required. 
Rut she had no sooner done so, than she plotted the 
means of escape, and after a time left the camp secretly 
in a covered carriage Intelligence of her evasion was 
conveyed to Runjeet by Bysvkii Singh Desa. 
Singh was accordingly sent with a detachment of horse 
to bring her back, and she was committed by her 
son-in law’s order to close confinement. Not content 
with this punishment, Runjeet Singh ordered a 
division of bis array to march and sequester all her 
wealth and territory, and this was effected, after a 
resistance of a few weeks by one of her female attendants, 
who was in charge of the fort of Uttul gnrb, her princi- 
pal strong bold Thus, after an influence, maintained 
for nearly thirty years, fell at last this liigh-spmted 
woman. She had been serviceable to Runjeet SlNcll, 
indeed, was the mam stay of his power, in the early 
part of Ins career, and it was through her intrigues, 
and with her aid, that Runjeet was able to assume 
authority so early, and to put aside lus Mother and 
her Dewan. The independence sbo asserted, and the 
high tone she was accustomed to assume, had for some 
time been irksome to the Sikh ruler m his growing 
fortunes, and her ram was prepared by the course of 
events, no Jess than by her own nnbeudmg disposition. 
She bore the restraint of her confinement with great 
impatience, continually beating her breast in lamentation, 
and venting imprecations on the head of her ungrateful 
son in law. 
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Another domestic event which in the time of its occur- 
rence somewhat preceded the catastrophe of Suda 
Koonttub’S fall, was the birth of a son to KooNWt/E 
Kiiuruk Singh The event tool, pi ice m February 
1821, and was the occasion of great festivity and rejoic- 
ing, the cluld was called Nou-Niiial Singh In 
April, Runjeet moved to Adeemnugur, and remain- 
ed there till July, occupied jd collecting the hill tributes 
The two petty territories of Ivishteewar and Man K6t, 
were m this interval, annexed to the Lah6r Klnlsa The 
harshness of HUREE SlNrn having made him unpopnlar 
and obnoxious to the inhabitants of Kasbmeer, he had 
been remoied again in December 1820, nnd the mild and 
peaceable Motee Ram was now re appointed governor. 

The above events having occupied the hot season and 
rains of 1821, the Sikh army was called ont as usual after 
the Dnssera, and Runjeet Singh taking the command 
in person, led it to the Indus, into the possessions of the 
Chief of Munkfcra Bkuhur, and Leea, south of Mooltan 
Annual contributions and forced presents hid for some 
time been habitually extorted from Hafiz Ahmed, the 
Nuwib it was determined to reduce and assume posses 
sion of the whole of his country With this view, the army 
marching by Ram Nugur, Noor-Meeanee, Pind Dadtir- 
Klian, and Bheera ICboosbab, reached the Indus at 
Meets Thana, and on the 5th November, was encamped 
opposite to Dera Ismaecl ICban A detachment of 8000 
men was sent across, xmft fee -jAacis wws wn 

tlie Otli by Manik Raee Bhukur, Leeah, Ivbangarh, 
and Moujgurli, were then all successively red need without 
resistance Munkfen, fortified with a mud wall, and hav- 
ing x citadel of brick, hut protected more by its position, 
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in tbe midst of a desert, was now the only stronghold 
remaining It was situated amongst sand lulls, in which 
(here was a difficulty of supplying a besiegiug array with 
fresh water A division was advanced for the investment 
of this place on the 18tb, and Beeldnrs were set to dig 
wells, and seek every where for water, the troops being 
supplied in the first instance, at great expense and trouble 
by land conveyance of this necessary from Moujgurb, on 
camels, pomes, or bullocks By the 35th November, 
wells sufficient having been sunk, a further division was 
advanced to complete the investment of the place, and 
Runjfet Singh moved there himself soon after, with 
his head quarters, to superintend the condact of the 
siege Each Jageerdar as usual was allowed to condact 
his own approaches, and an active rivalry and spirit of 
competition was kept up amongst them by ilUNJBET 
Singh. Between the 2GtU November, and the Gtli and 
7th of December, the besieger’s works were carried close 
to the ditch of the place, but not without suffering from 
the continual fire of (he besieged The Nnwab HAFIZ 
Aijmed, conceiving (hat enough now had been done for 
his honor, proposed terms, and stipulated for the surrender 
of Munkfcra, under condition of his being allowed to 
march out with his arms and personal property, and of 
receiving (he (own of Dera Tsmaeel-Khan, with a suit- 
able Jageer Runjeet Singh granted (he terms, and 
desired to be put in possession of one of the gates of 
the fort Solemn pledges were exchanged, and rich 
dresses sent to the Nuwab, and every means taken to 
allay his suspicions On the 14th .December 1621, be 
admitted a Sikh detachment, and surrendered the gates 
to it, and on the 18th, lie came out with 300 followers, 
and encamped at a spot assigned to him within the Sikh 
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position On the 20l!i, lie trailed on Runjei T Siscir, 
ami was received with marked attention An escort was 
sent wall hint to Dera rstimee! Khan, and ike treaty, ns 
a new example of Sikli foitli, was observed to the letter, 
and fully executed An engagement for tribute was now 
enforced on the Balooch Moosalra ins of Took and Sagur 
west of the Indus, and tho Sikh army then moved to Dcra- 
Deen-Puinh RuNJcrr Singh hero embarked on tho 
Indus, sending Jus army by land to 3IooIfan At Dera 
Ghazee Khan be arranged with tho Nuwab of Buhawal- 
poor for an increase of tnbnte, and of rent upon the farms 
he held of (hat place, and Mittccn Kdt On the 10th 
January 1S22, he rejoined Ins army atMooUan, but on the 
16th posted on to Lahdr, leaving it to follow On arrival 
nt his capital on the 27th, he learned that one of his 
principal Sirdars and Jageerdars, JySinch Utarccwnla, 
lnd gone over to the Afghans west of the Indus 

It was in March of the year 1822, that the first Bare 
pcan adventurers presented themselves at Rlnjfet 
Singh’s Durbar, seeking military service, and enter 
tamment. There arrived in tint month two French 
officers, one Monsieur Ventura, an Italian by birth, 
and the other Monsieur Al LARD Both bad left Europe 
to seek their fortunes nr the Tast, npon the death blow 
given nt Waterloo, to the hopes of the military youth of 
I rnnrc They bad since been employed in Persia but 
liking not the subordinate place they were there reqmred 
to fill, they made lheir way after n time, through Kan 
daliar, n»d Kabool, to Labor Runjfct Singh was at 
first v cry suspicions of tbeit motives, and could not at all 
understand what could have induced two young-men to 
leave tlu.it native country, and travel so far lie could 
n 2 
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not believe, tbit employ in his service was a sufficient 
object to Lave induced such a journey They had stated 
their views verbalh, and had besides given several repre- 
sentations in Persian, bat these failed to satisfy the sus 
picious chief He accordingly desired them to write 
down their views and wishes in their own language, and 
having thus obtained a paper in the French language, 
Runjeet sent it to his Agent at Loodeeana, to be there 
literally translated for bun*, and returned On obtaining 

* The French paper referred to was to the following effect 
A Sa Majeste le Roi 

Sire, — L ea booths doot votre M ajest6 nous a comblfs depuis notre 
arrivGe en celte capitals eont mnombrables Elies correspondent & la 
haute id6e que nous nous etions fails de 1 excellence de son bon cceur , 
et larenomm^e, qui a port£ jusqu it nous le nom du Roi de Lahfir, n' a 
rien dit en comparaison de ce que nous voyoos Tout ce qui enloure 
Votre Majesty est grande, digue d ua soureram qui aspire ft 1 immorfa 
litfi Sire, la premiere fois que nous avons eu 1 lionneur d £tre presents 
ft votre Majestfi, nous lui avons expose le motif de notre voyage Ea 
reponse qu ello adaignSenous faire nous tranquil! se, mais die nous 
laisse clans 1 incertitude pour lavenir C est pour ce motif que nous 
avons eu 1 honneurde fa re, it y a <I6ji quelques jours, nneaddresse a votre 
JUajestg pour lavoir si notre amv£e dans ses etats lui etait agrftable, et 
si nou3 puissions lui £tre de quelque utility par nos connoissances de I art 
de la guerre, acquisea coniine oEiciers supeneuTs sous les ordres imme 
dials du Grand Napoleon Bonaparte, souverain de la France 1 otre 
Majesty ne nous a pas tir<T de I incertitude puisque nous n avons pas 
encore rien d ordres de sa part Noqs avons done renouvellfi notre 
demande en langne Francaise dapr&s le conseil de Noor ood been 
Saheb, qui nous fait croire qu un employ^ aupr^s de votre auguste 
personne connoit notre langue Dans celte incertitude nous tupplioos 
votre Majeste de daigner nous faire transmettre ses ordres, que nous 
suivrons tonjours avec la plus grande punctuality 

Nous avons 1 1 onneur d fttre, avec le plus pro fond respect, 

Sire, 

De A otre Majesty les trfts bumbles, trfts oWissans 
et trfts devours Serviteurs, 

Cn Uwsa Ch \llaro 


l*Mr, 1st April, 1SK 



A D 1822 VENTURA AND ALLARD ENTERTAINED 133* 

this satisfaction Runjebt Sincjj gave to the two 
Freucli officers assurance of employ , and houses in 
Jjahhr, with handsome salaries, were at once assigned to 
them Monsr VeNTCR v was on Infantry Colonel in the 
Trench service, Monsr Allard had similar rank in the 
Cavalry They were both set to instruct troops in the 
European method of exercise and manoeuvre The native 
commandauts were at first extremely jealous of the favor 
shown to these Europeans, and of their exercising any 
authority or command , more especially because on 
Runjeet Singh s ashing tbeir opinion of the troops in 
their present condition, they had expressed themselves 
very slightingly as to their state of discipline and drill 
At first the} were employed on the troops at the capital, 
which were nndcr Runjeet s own eye and Monsieur 
Allard received orders to ruse a corps of Dragoons, to 
be disciplined and drilled like the Cavalry of Earope 
These officers by their conduct won further confidence in 
the course of time, and some others, particularly Monsieur 
Court, who was brought up at the Pol) technic Institu 
lion at Pans, have followed andjoined them in subsequent 
years V ENTURA is now (1833) employed with upwards of 
10 000 men in a separate command of importance towards 
Moo) t AD, and there is n perfect confidence and good 
understanding between him, and those serving under 
him The feeling is, however, still so adverse to Euro 
perns on the part of the Sirdars, as to make the 
situation of these officers very hazardous and delicate 
in the event of ItUNJEET SlNCH S decease Monsieur 
Ventura, moreover, in 1829, had a quarrel with the 
heir apparent Kijuruk Sincii, which was with difficul- 
ty adjusted, and the consequences of which will be 
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likely lo be felt injuriously when tins prince shrill succeed 
his father 

Towards the beginning of April Runjeet Singh 
went to Ukhmur, in the Jummoo hills His army was in 
the field, under MiSUR Dewan CfiUND, watching the 
movements of TJzeem Khan, who had come down to 
Peshawnr , where being joined by the fugitive Jageerdar, 
Jv Sjngh Atareewala, he was pushing hack the Sikh 
posts and garrisons towards the Indus, and even threaten 
ed Khyrabad, the principal station held by them on the 
western bank In June, Runjelt returned to his 
capital, without achieving any enterpnze of note 

Amongst the possessions of Suda Koonwur, was 
small territory, called Ilimmutpoor "Wnduee, lying south 
of the Sutlej, and held by her under grantfrom RUNJEET 
Singh, made in September 1808, in consideration of a 
pajment of 15 000 rupees This territory bemg on the 
protected side of the Sutlej, could not be confiscat- 
ed with the rest RUNJEET SlNGH, however, compel 
led his mother in law to execute in his favor, a deed 
of relinquishment of right to the territory, and armed 
with this, his agent proceeded to take forceablc posses 
sion Upon resistance, however, by Suda ICooNWUR S 
manager, and complaint to the British authorities, this 
deed was at first not admitted as valid, and the lands were 
ordered to be left in the former management They 
pontmued thus to be preserved from the grasp of the 
Xahor rnler, until 3828, when upon further representa 
tion, the Supreme Government consented to Runjtet 
Singhs assuming them under his management Sun* 
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Koonwub’S position was not in the Jeast improved by 
this result. She continued, and to this day (1833) 
continues, to bo held a close prisoner, and howsoever 
humanity may plead in lier behalf, one does not see how 
she could well he treated otherwise, being what she is, 
and has been. 
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Operations in Peshawur. Affair with a party ofMoosul - 
man fanatics, Mohummud Uzeem Khan retires and 
hates Peshawin to Runjeet Singh. Death of that 
Chief— also of Sunsar Chund. Disturbances in the 
Gundgurh Mountains. Yar Mohumm ud confirmed as 
Governor for Runjeet Singh at Peshaiour. ruteh 
Singh Alooioala retires from the Durbar. Rise of 
Seyud Ahmed, the Mohummedan Saint and reformer, 
troubles occasioned by him. Unrodh Chund of Kangra 
moved to a discreditable alliance, flies across the Sutlej. 
His possessions seized. Further disturbances and 
troubles from Seyud Ahmed. His defeat and death. 

In October, after the Dusscra of 1823, the Sikh array 
was assembled at Ilohtas, and master taken of tbej 
Jageerdars’ contingents. RuNJrET Sing was on this 
occasion more than ordinarily severe in taking account of 
the numbers, and equipment of the men produced, and 
amongst other chiefs, who fell under his animadversion 
for neglect, was Dui> Singh Mibfcrna, an old Jageerdar, 
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who had served with ranch zeal and honor. He was 
threatened with a heavy mulct, and in other respects 
treated disparagingly , whereupon he took poison at 
night, and so relieved himself from further troubles The 
army moved, in December, towards Rawul Ftndee, 
whence Huheem Uzeez-ood dken was sent forward to 
Peshawar, to demand tribute from Yar Mohummud 
Khan tho Governor. This chief, being unprepared for 
resistance, collected some valuable horses, and forwarded 
them as tribute, which satisfying Runjebt Singh for 
the time, he returned to h is capital in January, making 
the pilgrimage of Kites on his route. 

Mozfi73nrux> Uzeem Khan disapproved of the com 
promise made by his brother of Peshawur, and marched 
from Ivahool to superintend the affairs of this quarter in 
person He arrived at Pesliawnr on the 27th January , 
and Yar Mohummud, fearing to meet him, sought a 
temporary refuge in the Yoosnfzye hills ItuMEET 
S INC n now ordered his army to cross the Indus, and tho 
the river was forded on tho 13lh March. I>rroz KiiaN, 
the chief of the Khutuks, being dead, a sequestration was 
made of all his possessions On the 14th March, the 
army entered Akora, where it was joined by the fugi- 
tive, Jy SiVGli Utareewala, who was now anxious 
to make his terms, and be readmitted to favor. His 
pardon was granted Intelligence was soon after brought, 
that Mohummud Zuman Kiian, nephew of Uzeem 
Khan, with SUDBEQ Kiun, son of the deceased 
Khutuk chief, Tperoz Khvn, were (n position at 
Noushulnir near the camp, with abont 4000 men, and 
bad already cat off some parties of foragers, Run- 
jeet SiNcit ordered his army to he formed, directly he 
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learned tins intelligence, and marched forthwith to attach 
the Moosulmnos The battle commenced with a furious 
charge led by Phooi A Singii Akalee, a Sikh despe- 
rado, wlio was in the habit of rushing forward, with some 
followers of like zeal, at the commencement of action. 
The Moosulmans, however, also felt their battle to be a 
religious one, and met the fanatic Sikhs with corres- 
ponding zeal and bigotrj , so that the latter were com- 
pletely destroyed, and their leader slain Tresh troops 
were now ordered up by Runjeft Singii, but the 
Mohummedans stood firm, and resisted every attack 
until sunset, by which time they bad lost nearly half their 
originally small number, but still maintained their ground 
on two insulated bills. ItuNJrCT Singh now ordered 
bis caialry to surround the whole position of the enemy, 
and directed bis ^njeeb and Goorkba battalions, to 
charge and dislodge them Twice did these tioops 
advance to the charge, and twice were they repulsed by 
the determined body opposed to them, nor could the 
utmost eflorts of Runjtet’S army dislodge them from 
their position before nightfall In the coarse of the 
night, the remnant of the band cut their way through the 
surrounding posts of the Sikhs, and so made good their 
retreat to the mountains. 

There were not more of the Moosulmans engaged on 
this occasion, than between four and five thousand men, 
and these were mere mountaineers and villagers, 'who 
turned out for the Ghazee, that is, to fight the religious 
battle against the infidel Sikhs Disciplined professional 
soldiers there were none amongst them, jet did they 
resist, for a whole daj, the entire army of Runjeet 
Singh, who had in the field against them not less than 
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24,000 men, and all Ins best troops There -were 
upwards of 1,000 men (Captain 'Wvdf says 2,000) killed 
and wounded on the sido of the Sikhs, and amongst them 
four officers of distinction, Piiooli Singh Akalee, 
Gihjrba Singh, and Kurum Singh Chahul, two 
Jagecrdars, and Bulbiiudur Singh Goorkhalee The 
last named was the officer who had defended Nalapance, 
with so much determination, against Generals Gillespie 
and Martin dlll, at the commencement of the British 
war with Nipal After peace was re-established, he 
formed an ill fated connexion with llio wife of another, 
and, by the law of Njpal, his life became forfeit to the 
injured husband This led to his expatriating himself, 
and taking employ ment from Runjeet SiNcn, where, 
after serving with distinction, he died in a manner worthy 
of his reputation 

Moiiummud TJzeem Kii vn was, daring this action of 
the Gftazee, or fighters for the faith, at Cbumhaim, 
about four miles and a half east of Pcshawur lie made 
no effort to succour, or support tbe warriors, and was 
watched in his position by a Sikh force under KriPi 
Raw, Sheer Singh, and IIuree Sincii, which hid 
advanced by the opposite hank of the river Upon loam 
ing that the party was overpowered, and had dispersed ho 
retired himself to Jalalabad on the Ivobool road leaving 
the Geld clear to RuNJErr Singh and the Sikh army 

On the 17th March, Runjeet Sincii made his entry 
into Pcshawur and advanced the army to Ivlivbur Durra, 
where it was employed in pillaging and destroying the 
cultivation It suffered much however, from the activi- 
ty and bigotted spirit, mlb which the Moosulman popnla 
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(Inn ittlncVril ill [nrliri. iml cut off nil itry;lel< , nail 
t'.n Cim|i wai U|>1 .lurinR- the mglil c-mtimullf on llic 
alert by tlicir daring *kirnmhcs. 

In April, 111 Ml it Siscii secured the snbtmsilonof 
'I au MoikmmiiD Kins, who camo with sone fme 
horses, Including the fir famed Kulnr. nml with a request 
to bo allowed In hold IVtlnwiir ns n trib iMrv of I^ln r. 
'I ho Silli win well content to make n setlh ment for tho 
cit\ nml surrounding territory on tin* I mi. IIan«? 
eflcctc 1 H, lie returned to lu« capital in person on the 
-Mh April 

Mom Minn Vrrru Km> d*cd m the following 
runth, ami the emit contributed to predaci further con* 
fusion in the affairs of \fghnnislnn, for white he lncil, 
Ik was looked upon ns the head of the family in succes- 
sion to 1 1 Till Kilts, whereas nfttr his dull* t!lC 
numerous 1 rotlirrs anti nephews of that chief acknow- 
ledged nobody , nml their ijnirri Is end contentions co\ crcil 
ss i tli outrage mid disturbance, nil the fnrest portion of 
the Afghan territory Muiiwoui) nml Ins son Kotins 
wen confined to the fort nml site of Herat, hcioml 
which their inmo was no where respected, nor could they 
exercise am millionth. 

After llie Dnsserth, in October, the Sikh arms being 
again called out, was led by llUNJl i T Si NO II down the 
Indus, with the professed design of an attack upon 
Sindh The riser seas crossed in November, and the 
"hole of that month was occupied in reducing IJliutco 
sdla 0 cs, and exacting contributions from tho lldooch 
and other Jagcerdars, whose possessions lay on tho 
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extreme nortbern frontier of the Sindhian territory The 
LnhOr Chief was however content with having thus felt 
his way this season, nod in December moved lus arm} 
homeward At the close of the year Raja SU\s\u 
CllUND of Knngrn died, and was succeeded hy his 
son Unrodh CllUND A Nuzurona was demanded on 
tbo succession, and, upon the young Raja demurring to 
the payment, RuNJ! ET Singh summoned lura to attend 
in person nt his summer residence of Ydcennnugur Ho 
was persuaded t>v the Fuqeer Uziez ood Drrv to 
obe\ tho summons, nndmettho court nt Juwnla Mookhce 
On arrival, an exchange of turbands took, place and mutual 
pledges were interchanged, between him and IvltURUk 
Sinch on tho part of the Durbar, and, after much 
ncgociaUon, a lakh of rupees was nt last settled, and paid, 
as the Kuztmma of accession, by Unrodii Sinch 

IIorre Singh Nulowa, who had been left with n 
forco to overawe the turbulent Moosulraan population of 
the mountains about Gumlgurh and Durhund, contrived 
hy several hrfrshand vexatious proceedings, and parlicn 
larly hy the scizuro of a Seynd s daughter of beauty, and 
credit in her tribe, to drivo the whole into insurrection 
The insurgents collected in such force, ns to compel 
Hunrn Sinch to stockade himself, and remain on the 
defensive, and ho wrote to Rvnjeet S/nch, represent- 
ing the difficulties of bis situation, and soliciting rom 
forcemeats Runjeet ordered him to put on a bold 
face, and maintain himself as bo could, but sent no im 
mediate reinforcements, indeed the rams had set in, and 
it wos not easy to do so IIurke Sinch in the mean 
tune being attacked, suflered a severe loss, and was com- 
pelled to retire before the insurgents Tho Sikh army 
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was in consequence of this disaster, called out earlier than 
usual, and directed against the hills between the Indus 
and Kashmeei, in the early part of October. By the 
l£)tb, Runjeet had penetrated with n division of his 
troops to Gundgurh, but found the population dispersed, 
and nothing but empty walls 'and deserted bouses ; the 
•place with all the surrounding- villages was burnt and pil- 
laged, the onripe crops were used for forage to the army, 
and RuNJEET SlNGlI following the deserters, determined 
to ford the Indus after them, ah attempt iu which' many 
lives were lost, but the object was effected on the 3rd 
November. When the army was well across, Mojiitm- 
mod Yar Khan was summoned to atteud from Pesha- 
wur, which after some hesitation he did on the 16th 
November, bringing a present of botses, which were at 
first rejected, as of inferior quality, hut, being replaced by 
others, the offering was accepted, and the terms on which 
Peshawur had been assigned were renewed with fresh 
protestations and oaths of allegiance on the part of the 
Afghan chief. On the 30th November, the Sikh army 
re-crossed the Indus, not without further loss, from the 
depth and bad footing at (he ford. On the 10th Decem- 
ber, Runjeet Singh re-entered bis capital by no means 
satisfied with the result of the expedition of the season, 
for he had incurred heavy expenses in preparation, and 
yet had been able to inflict no blow on the turbulent 
, body of. Mobummed ans in insurrection, and had levied 
very little in the way of tribnte and Contribution. No 
further expedition was attempted in 1624, nor in the 
early part of the following jear._ Indeed the Burmese 
waf had been commenced by the British Government, 
Runjeet Singh seemed to,, watch with intense 
interest all the e\ents and operations' - of it. The most 
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exaggerated reports were spread at first of< (lie suc- 
cesses of the Burmese, and there were not wanting 
counsellors to instil into the ear of the Lah6r ruler, 
that the time was approaching, when the field would 
be open to him to the east. It was at this period, 
that 51 r.-MooRCROFT 'forwarded to Calcutta, a let- 
ter of Prince NESELRODr, the Russian Jlinister for 
Foreign Aflairs, addressed toRuNJEtT Singh, purport- 
ing to introduce an agent named Agiia Meiidlp. The 
agent it seems was endeavouring to mate his way by the 
difficult route of Tibet, and either died, or was murdered, 
some few stages from LadAk. There 5Ir. JIooitCRorT 
obtained bis papers, and amongst them this letter, which 
he procured to be translated afterwards by 51. Ksoma 
DE KoROS, with whom be fell in on bis travels. The 
letter, except as mlrodoctory of the agent, was merely one 
of compliment, with assurances of protection to any 
merchants of the Panjab, who might penetrate to the 
Russian dominions. 

No 5Iilitary enterprize was undertaken in tlio season 
1824-1825: but, towards April 1825, sequestration was 
made of all the Jageers and possessions formerly assign- 
ed to Dewan SIohkum Chund, and now managed for 
Motee Ciiund by Kripa Ram, the Dewan’s grandson. 
The had management of the Jageers, and the inefficient 
contingent kept up by this agent, were the assigned 
reasons, 5Iotee Ram himself being left in his govern- 
ment of Kashmeer, and subjected to no indignitj, or 
diminution of favor, consequent upon the sequestration. 
In the Dnssera of 1825, the army was called into the field, 
with the avowed purpose of an expedition against Sindh. 
With this viewyllUNJEET Singh marched the troops to 
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Pind-Dadur-Kban, bnt learning; there, that the Sindh 
country -was suffering from scarcity and famine, he gave 
up the design, aod returned to Labor on the 24th Novem- 
ber. An agent he hod sent into Sindh to demand tribute, 
returned with Vakeels from the ruling Aleers, who for 
some time continued to reside nt Labor. It was, at this 
period that Runjeet Singh's close associate hitherto, 
and turband brother, Futeh Singh Aloowala, conceiv- 
ed some suspicions as to the safety of his position at the 
Lahfir Durbar, and suddenly left that capital to place 
himself in security within the possessions held by him on 
the protected side of the Sutlej. Runjeet Singh was 
much vexed at this sudden step of his old, ally, and made 
great efforts to induce the chief to return, and resume 
his place in his Durbar, The British officers, while they 
confirmed him in the assurance of; the inviolability of his 
territory on the protected side of the Sutlej, advised his 
not yielding to vague suspicions, ns a ground for breaking 
a friendship of so long standing, as had subsisted between > 
himself and Runjeet. Guided by .this advice FUTEU 
Singh some time after, that is, in April 1827, yielded to , 
the invitations of the Lah6r ruler, and returning to his 
Durbar was well received, the Mnba Raja sending his 
grandson Nou-Nih A L, to give him the meeting of honor. 
He soon, however, became an object of rapacity, being 
called upon to pay tribute, or take in farm at no easy rent, 
much of the territory he had hitherto enjoyed free, by the 
assignment of Lis tor band brother. , , , t 

The year 182G passed without any. military enterprise 
or event of importance. Sadiq Moiiummud -Khan, 
the Nuwab of Bahawulpoor, died in, April, and was suc- 
ceeded by Buhawul Kiian, tbe present Nuwab, who 
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renewed his father's leases and engagements with Ituv- 
JEet Sl>GH, for the territory lie held west and north 
of the Sutfej. In September, a question arose npon tho 
application of Qootub-ood-deen of Ivasoor to be re- 
ceived under British protection, as holder of Mundot 
and Rnmnawala on the left bank, of the Sutlej, bat tho 
feudatory rotations this chief bad come under to RuvJrcT 
Singh for these, as for his other possessions, forbad 
the British Government from holding out the hope that 
lie could bo received under protection as an indepen- 
dent Chief An unsuccessful attempt liy Bleu Singh, 
Ex-Raja of Noorpoor, in the Hills, to recover the 
territory from which he had been ejected since 181G, 
forms tho only other event recorded in this year Ho 
was deflated and made prisoner by Drst Stsati . 
A main cause of the inactivity of the Sikhs arose from 
tho increasing infirmities of IiUNJi et Singh IIis 
indispositions and uihngs increased upon him so much, 
towards tho end of tho year, that ho applied to the British 
Government for a medical officer, and Dr. Andrew 
MURRAA was sent over from Loodccnna to attend his 
Highness. 

It was in the early part of 1827, that tho reformer 
Sri UD Ahmed, raised tho green standard ofMohummud 
in tho Mountains inhabited by tho 1 ousuf-Zyes, and com- 
menced n religious war against the Sikhs This indivi- 
daal was originally a petty officer of horse in the service of 
Amrfr KilVN. Upon tho breaking up of {he military 
establishment of that Chief in 18IS-19, Sc\ vu Amtro 
took a funatic turn , and fanejing ho had received special 
revelations, went to Dehlee, and associated himself 
with some Moolnvecs of sanctity of that citj. Oae of 

T 
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them collected these revelations into a book ; and from 
it the Seyud, and bis associates, and followers, com- 
menced preaching; against many irregularities that had 
crept into the practise of the Mohammedan religion. 
Amongst the principal were, the reverence paid by the 
Mooslims of Ilindoostan to the tombs of saints and rela- 
tions, the manner of tbeir celebrating the death of Husun 
and IIoosein, the sons of Ulef, and other similar 
customs, which these reformers denounced as idolatrous, 
and as deviations from the pore precepts of the Koran. 
In 1822, Seyud Ahmed came down to Calcutta, and 
was there much followed by the Moosnlman population. 
Thence he took ship to make the pilgrimage of , Mehta. 
On his return, he travelled through Ilindoostan, and 
declared the intention of devoting himself to the service 
of his religion, by waging on interminable holy war 
against the Sikh infidels. Many zealots and fanatics 
joined him, and subscriptions of mouey were poured in 
upon him from all parts of the British possessions. Thus 
armed and prepared, lie made bis way to the bills near 
Pesbawnr, and raised the Mobumdee Jhenda ns above 
stated amongst the Yoosqfzye Moosolmans. Runjeet 
Singh was compelled by the formidable character of the 
insurrection’ thus organized, to send a strong force across 
the Attnk, for the protection of Khyrabad and his interests 
in that quarter. In the month of March 1827, the 
Seyud at the head ofacountless irregular host, ventured 
to attack this force, which was commanded by Boo on 
Singh SindoowaJeea, and had thrown up works to 
strengthen itself in its position. The Sikh discipline 
and superior equipment secured them an easy victory, 
and the SEYUD, being entirely defeated, retired with his 
followers mto the hills, whence he kept tip a desultory 
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and annoying warfare with the Sikhs, directed against 
their conv 03 s and small detachments , 

.Lord Amherst passed the hot season of the year 
1827, nt the station of Simula, near Subatlioo, in the 
hills east of the Sutlej The proximity of tlic» posi- 
tion to Labftr induced Runjeet Singh to send a 
mission of compliment to Ilia Lordship, with presents, 
and amongst others a handsome tent of shawl for the 
Kingi of England. Tbo mission was received with 
distinction, and a return compliment made of the same 
kind Captain Wade, tho officer at Loodeeana, through 
whom the correspondence with the Lalifir ruler was 
conducted, and some officers of the Governor Generals 
personal suite, were deputed to LiUd r with return pre- 
sents, and 1 suitable retinue, to express the Gover- 
nor Generals satisfaction at the terms of cordiality 
and friendship, which subsisted between the two states. 
In 1828, the British Commander in Chief, Lord Co\r- 
nCRMrnc, passed tho warm season at Shimfa, and a 
complimentary Vakeel was sent over by Runjett 
SlNC.ll, to offer Ins congratulations. It was his Lord- 
ship’s desire to procure on invitation in person to 
Labor, hut the wily Chief evaded compliance with this 
Wish 

At the Durbar of Labor, nt this time, the entire favor 
of the Chief was engrossed by Raja Direr in Sixer/, 
the Chamberlain, and his brothers Goo lab Singii and 
Soochet Singh, olleeans of Jummoo, where their 
influence had > beta re established under RunjeEt 
Singh s authority, bj tho grant of the place m Jageer in 
1819, ns before related. Hcer a Singh, a I103 of about 
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twelve years of age, son of Raja Dheean Singh, 
was the object of particular favor. Run jest Singh 
seldom suffering bwn out of Jus sight, and seeming to 
delight in humouring nil Ins whims ami caprices in 
common with his father and uncles, he was created Rija, 
nnd Runjeet Singh studied to procure him a high 
matrimonial alliance. It was abont this time that Raja 
TJnrodii Chund, son of Sunsvr Chund of Ivangra, 
paid a visit to Lahfir, with his family, on Ins route to 
attend the nuptial ceremonies of the Aloowala’s son, 
Niiial Singh. He had with him two sisters, on whom 
Raja DiiLr\N Singh cast his eyes, desiring them to be 
joined m matrimony with his family. The pride of the 
hill chief was roused at the proposition of bo degrading 
an alliance, hut the inflaence of Runjeet Sinch pro- 
cored from him n written pronuse, that (lie two young 
women should be at his disposal Hie mother of UNRODH 
Chund, however, succeeded in carrying them off, and 
took refuge with them in the lulls under British protec 
tion, whither UnRODH Chund himself soon followed, 
leaving his possessions on the other side of the Sutlej at the 
mercy of Runjeet Sinch, who sequestered the whole, 
and received the surrender of them without aDjr resistance 
from ruTEH Ciiund, Unrodh’s brother A Khaxvas or 
concubine of Itaja Sunsab Chund, named Guddun, 
was enticed away from the family, and fell ou this occa- 
sion into Runjeet Sing/i’s bands, with several children 
she had borne to the late Raja Two of the daughters 
the Sikh married bunself, and npon a son be conferred 
the title of Raja with a considerable Jageer. The nup- 
tials of Heera Singh were at the same time celebrated 
with great pomp, though not with a member of the Kan- 
gra family 
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In tUc course of 1829, Sevud Ahmed again appeared 
in tho field in great strength, and bis vengeance was di- 
rected against Yah Moiiummud Khan, who, he declar- 
ed, bad sacrificed the cause of Ins religion by swearing 
allegiance, and accepting service from the Sikhs As the 
Sevud approached Pcshiwur, Yah SIoiiummud moved 
oat with such troops as he could collect for its defence. 
In the action which followed, however, he received a 
mortal wound, and his troops dispersed Pcshawur was 
saved to Runjeet Singii by the opportune presence 
there of Monsieur Vevtur t, who had gone with a small 
escort, to negociato with Yah Moiiummud Khan for 
the surrender of a famous horso catted Lylec The horse 
had been demanded m the previous year, but the Afghans 
declared it was dead. The falsity of this declaration 
being discovered, a written engagement had been extort- 
ed from Yar Moiiummud, pledging himself for its deli- 
very, and 31 onsieur Ventura was deputed to enforce the 
execution of this deed Upon the death of Yar Moiium- 
mud, ho took upon himself to make dispositions for the 
defence of Peshnwur, and wrote to Runjeet Singii for 
Instructions as to his further proceedings The Sikh 
directed the city to be delivered over to Sooutan ilo- 
jiummud KlI vn, brother of the deceased Yar SIoiium- 
MUD, but urged the securing possession of the famous 
horso Lylee, as an indispensable preliminary. Jlonsicar 
VeNTUR V succeeded fully in thlsnegociatJon, and brought 
away Lylec, leaving Sooltan Moiiummud in posses- 
sion of the government of Peshawnr. 

M Ve\tup\ had not been long gone, when SfIUD 
Ahmed appeared again, with bis Lost of Yoosufzyts, 
before Pcshawur, and Sooltvs Moiiummud, venturing 
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on action, wns defeated, so tlmt Pcslnwnr fell under the 
temporary power of the fanatic Chief JIunjept Singii 
took the field with his army m tlic carl) part of 1830, to 
punish this pretender. On Ins crossing the Attul*, how- 
ever, and approaching: Pesliawur, the insurgent force dis- 
s'dUcd before him, and nothing tangible appeared on 
which ho could wreak his vengeance. IIo returned to 
Lalibr, leasing n strong detachment across tho Indus, to 
net ns occasion might offer, and haung restored Sooltan 
Moiivvuao to his goi eminent. This Chief, after the 
departure of IlUNjrrT Singh, found it comcment to 
come to terms with SriL'D Auvrn, who again came 
down, nnd by n sudden attack carried Pesbawur. Tlie 
Governor consented to allow freo passage to men and 
money proceeding to join the reformer — to place the 
administration of justice in Pcshawur in the hands of a 
Knzee, and ofheers of the reformed faith and principles, 
nnd to pa) monthly to tho Scyud tho sum of 3000 rupees. 
The city was on these conditions restored to Sooltan 
Moriuwwt/n, hut (ho Scyud had no sooner retired, than 
the Knzec and two Moolvccs left to administer justice 
according to his reformed principles, were slam in a popu- 
lar tumult SFYUD AtlMPD’s difficulties increased, for the 
Yoosnfryes took offence at some inno\ntions lie desired to 
introduce into llio marriage ceremony, and wero alarmed 
by his announcing the doctrine, that a tenth of all income, 
or revenue, should he subscribed for religions and state 
purposes. The writ! \mtvdoicd TnowwVmeets vase wgwwvat 
the preacher’s authority, and not only rejected these doc- 
trines, but compelled the Seym!, and Ins immediate fol- 
lowers, to leave th?ir mountains. He fled across the 
Indus, and found n temporary refuge in the mountains of 
Pekblee and Dluuntour. ItUNJEfT Sjncjj, however. 



CHAPTER TENTH 


A D 1829 to 1831 


Mission of Lieutenant Bin nes tuth a present of dray 
horses for Ruiyeet Singh Hisjoumey through Sindh, 
and up the Indus and Ravee to Lah6r Mission to 
Lord William Bentinck at Shimla Meeting ai ranged 
he tween the Goiernoi General and Runjeet Singh 
Takes place in October 1831. Commercial Treaty 
concluded between the British Government and Sindh 

When Lord Amherst returned to Europe in 1828, 
he carried with him the shawl tent presented bj RUN- 
J eet Singh to the King of England It was determined 
to send from England a return present, and a very extra 
ordinary selection was made, upon whose advice, has not 
transpired It was resolved to send to Run j eet Singh, 
on the part of His Majesty, a team of cart horses, four 
mares and one stallion, upon some conception, that, in 
his love for horses, Runjeet Singh must be a breeder 
of the animal, and would be well pleased to have mares 
of large size to cross with the breeds of the Pnnjah The 
fact, however is, that Runjeet has no breeding stud nor 
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anticipated on the part of the rulers of Sindh to allowing 
them passage through the Delta and lower part of the 
river, but it was assumed that the governing - Meers, 
situated as they were relatively to JIunjeet Singh 
on one hand, and the British Government on the other, 
would not readily incur the risk of olTending both powers, 
by refusing a passage altogether, if it were insisted 
npon 

Sir John MvecolM, having received tho horses, for- 
warded them to Kaclib, and appointed to the Mission to 
Lab br, in charge of them, LientenantBi;itNEi>, the Assis- 
tant to Colonel Potting er, who was in Political charge 
of that district and of the British relations with Sindh. 
The young officer thus selected had been in the Qnarter- 
Master General’s Department, and was in every respect 
qualified for the duty. With him was sent Ensign Lec- 
KIE, as a companion, and to take the charge, in case of 
any thing happening to Lieutenant Burnes. Sir John 
Malcolm added to tho dray horses the present of a 
carnage of his own, as nseless an article to JlUNJEET 
Singii as the mares. The highly ornamental carriage 
sent to him by Lord M into in 1810, after being used 
for a few days as a novel plaything, had ever since 
remained neglected in the great arsenal at Labfir The 
carnage and horses, however, being laden in appropriate 
Vessels, were dispatched from Knchb towards the end of 
the year 1830, and Sir John Malcolm thought the 
most politic coarse would be, to send them withont previ- 
ous notice or correspondence with the Meers of Smdh, 
thinking the necessity they would thus be tinder of decid- 
ing suddenly, would be hheJy to contribute to the success 
of the expedition } 
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Lieutenant Burnes accordingly started, carrjiog with 
lnra the letters announcing; the purpose of his coming, 
and entered with bis fleet one of the mouths of the Indus* 
Passing up to the first inhabited town he forwarded his 
dispatches to Hjduralnd After a detention of some 
days, he was, on the 1st Febrnary, met by an officer and 
guard from Daryee, who requested him to wait at the 
month of the river, till orders should arrive froai Iljdura 
bad With ibis lie complied, but there experienced so 
much incivility from the Ivurachee people, who relieved 
the guard from Darnjee, that he resolved to return and 
wait m Kuchli till the Meers should decide upon bis 
coming The reply of the Meers to the applications made 
for this purpose being delajed bejond reason, Lieut. 
Burnes sailed again for the Indus, and enteied the 
Pyteeanee mouth of that rn er. Permission to land being 
still refused, and even fresh water being withheld, Lieut. 
Burnes found it necessary again to retrace bis steps, 
and was nearly lost in a storm, winch scattered his 
fleet, and drove the vessel which carried himself upon the 
bar at the mouth of the Pjteeanee. The month of 
February was lost in these fruitless attempts to penetrate. 
The objections of the Meers seemed to be insuperable. 
They were at this time founded znainlj On the alleged 
difficulty of the navigation, and on the distracted state of 
the country between Sindh and Lah&r, both of which 
were greatly exaggerated, m order to dissuade Lieut 
Burnes from attempting the route by the river Indus 
Tho mission having retained to Kuclih, ns above stated 
on the 20d February, Colonel POTTING ER opened a cor- 
respondence with the Meers, and sent an agent to Hyde- 
rabad to endeavour to overcome the repugnance shown to 
letting it pass through Sindh He made tight of course of 



15G LEAVE FOR THEMISSION TO PASS OBTAIN ED. A D 1031. 

all that was stated of the difficulty of navigation, and of 
the dangers from the unsettled stale of the country , and 
pointed out tint the horses and bulky carnage could 
not by possibility bo forwarded in any other way than 
by water, so that it would be a most unfriend!} act 
to both Governments (o refuse a passage The season of 
3831 was fast wearing awaj, and there was stiJJ delay in 
the Council at Hydanxbad, in making up its mind on this 
important matter A strong letter however of Colonel 
Potting hr at last convinced the Chiefs, and Mecr 
Moorad Ulee, the ruler of the countr}, in particular, 
tint permission for the horses, and other articles of pre- 
sents, to pass up to Lahfir, could not in decency, and with- 
out giving offence, bo refused The requisite leave was 
accordingly forwarded, and Lieutenant Burnes sailed 
again on tho 10th March, and on this occasion entered 
the Bucliel mouth by Kurachee Bundur, tbo extreme 
western channel of the river Here difficulties were 
made, and delays interposed, so as to induce Lieutenant 
Burnes to start by land forUydurabad, la the hope of re- 
moving them by personal negociation He bad proceed- 
ed no further than Tatla, when after much chicanery he 
received the required permission to pass by the route of 
the Indus Boats of the country were now furnished to 
him, and every passible assistance rendered for his con- 
veyance to Hjdurabad, no effort being spared to obhlerato 
the effects of the previous unfriendly treatment be bad 
experienced At the capita! he was received in Durbar 
with great distinction, a chief of rank was appointed to 
attend him ou his journey, and the best accommodation 
boats on the river, even those of the ruling JMeer himself, 
■were assigned for Ins com ejance. Every where in Sindh 
he met with the same attention, and proceeded ou Ins 
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voyage by Tatta to Uj durabad, and thence after a short stay 
to Bhnknr, making- his observations as the boats leisurely 
proceodcd The Mission reached Tatta on the 15th, and 
II) durabad on tho 18th April, 1831, and the month of 
M iy bad closed before it left the Indus, and entered the 
Clinnab The river was then at its lowest, but no where 
was there the slightest difficulty, or obstruction to the 
navigation 

It may bo necessary to state, that Sindh is divided into 
three independent Governments the first, mid by far (lie 
most considerable, is Ily durabad, ruled at this time by 
Mger Moor\d Ulpe, lastsurvivor of the four brothers, 
who, in 1760, effected the revolution, which transferred 
tho dominion of the country to theprcscutTalpoor Meers 
The second division is that ofKhyrpoor, to tho north of the 
first, and lying on both sides of tho river Indus Its pre 
sent rnler is Meer Roostum Kimn, the eldest son of 
Mgfr Sooiirab Khan recently deceased Tho tlnrd 
division is that of Mccrpoor, lying towards Kuchh, and 
ruled by Meer Ulee Moorad Khan These sab divi- 
sions of the country, had their origin in a partition made 
amongst the principal conspirators, by whose exertions 
the Talpoorees obtained power 

ITaving passed through the Hydurabad territory, 
Lieutennnt BURNER was received with even increased 
attention anil kindness by the ruler of Khyrpoor, who 
professed a strong desire to cultivate a more inti 
mate relation with the British Government, nud made 
Lieutenant Burner the bearer of a communication 
to this effect to the Governor General By this 
chief the mission was carried forward to tho territory of 
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the Nuwab of BnliTWulpoor, without experiencing the 
smallest obstruction or difficulty of anj hind there was 
found no where less than eight feet water, and the cur- 
rent was moderate, and easily overcome, even wherefrom 
rocks, or hard soil at the banks, the water-way was con- 
tracted The month of May was now passing, during 
which the navigation of the Ganges is much obstructed 
by strong westerly winds, and by the want of water, but 
no difficulty of the kind impeded the passage up the 
Indus at this season The Buhawulpoor chief was alrea- 
dy m political relation, both with Runjeet Singh and 
with the British Government from him therefore Lieut. 
Burnks was sure of receiving every kindness On the 
30 Ih May, the fleet reached Mittunkot, and embarking 
on other boats provided by the chief of the Daood- 
pootras (Buiiawul Kiian) entered the Chunab, or as it 
is sometimes called the Pnnjmid, being the nnited stream 
of the waters of the Punjab A little below MooJfaD, the 
escort and party sent by ItuNJ bet Singh to receive and 
conduct the Royal* present, met Lieutenant Burnes 
with boats of the Punjab, adapted to the navigation of the 
winding Ravee In these Lieutenant BURNES and Ins 
party embarked on the 12th June, and soon reached 
Wool (an The mouth of the Ravee is farther up the 
Sutlej, and he did not enter that branch till the 23d June 
Theramj season overtook the Mission while in that river, 

* It 13 a singular circumstance that Sir J Malcolm m all the instruc 
tions he gave Lieutenant Colonel PoTTii'Gt,?. and Lieutenant Biases 
W regard to this Mission, never mentioned, nor gave the smallest intima 
tion to either off cer, that the dray horses were a present from the King of 
England They made the discovery after the difficulties in respect to the 
passage through Sindh had been overcome, when a direct correspondence 
with the Mission was opened by tl e Governor General Up to this time, 
they l ad pel eved, and had represented the present to be sent from the 
British Government in India * 
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and the progress up it was tedious in the extreme, being 
dependent entirely on the track rope, f , 

On the 17tb of Jnly, Lieutenant Burses reached 
Labor, where his arrival with the present from the King 
of England, and with the fetter of Lord Ellenborqugh 
which accompanied it, was a source of great pride and 
rejoicing to Runjeet Singii. The attention lie paid 
to Lieutenant BuRNES was very marked, and he had in- 
vited Captain Wade over from Loodeeana, to assist at 
the ceremonial of reception. From Labfir, Lieutenant 
Burnes proceeded to Shimln, to render to the Go- 
vernor General an account of his mission, and to fay 
before his Lordship the valuable information obtained 
during it. This enterprizing and zealous officer obtained 
His Lordship’s permission, to return to his presidency of 
Bombay through Persia, and to explore the route of 
Bolkb and Bokhara, after first crossing the Punjab and 
ICabool territory, in order that ho might be the means of 
adding information of this little known route, to the stores 
of intelligence already contributed by him. 

The very favorable disposition in which the ruler of 
Lah6r seemed to be at this juncture, encouraged Lord 
William Bentinck to hope, that a proposition for a 
personal meeting between himself and Runjeet Singh 
would be likely to be well received. He accordingly 
instructed Captain Wade, when at Lalifir, on the occa- 
sion above related, to sound the Chiefs confidential 
advisers on the subject. As anticipated by His Lord- 
ship, the Ruler of Lahfir showed great desire for the meet- 
ing, but some difficulty was at first started in respect to 
the etiquette of a previous return mission, RuNJF.LT 
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Singh Laying: paid Jus Lordship the compliment of 
sending one, similarly composed to that which waited 
on Lord Amiitrst The mission had been received 
by Lord Willi vm Bentinck in April, soon after his 
arrival at Simula its members were the Dewan Mootce 
Bam, son of Moijxum Cjiund, Hujiee Si sen Sirdar, 
and tlio secretary, ruqeer TJzeezooddeen. They 
had been treated by the Governor General with much 
distinction, and a return mission of some of the princi- 
pal officers of His Lordship’s smto had been promised, 
or rather held out in expectation The personal meet- 
ing between the heads of the two states would neces- 
sarily deprive IluNjcrT Singh of this compliment, for 
m the first place, the time ‘would scarcely allow of both, 
seeing that the intended journey of the Governor General 
to Ajmeer and Rojpootann required, that, if arranged 
at all, the interview should take place before the end of 
October, and in the second, if a formal mission were sent, 
immediately before tbe meeting, it would have the ap- 
pearance;/? the eyes of the world, of bung sent to suppli- 
cate, or induce the rnler of the Sikhs to come to the 
interview, whereas the rank and position of the Head of 
the British Government required, that the honor ofa per- 
sonal conference with him should be sought 1 

With a liberality, not inconsistent with bis general 
character, Uunjeet Singh, having made up his mind to 
tbe interview, gave up the point of etiquette, and pre- 
paration was made on both sides, for the meeting to take 
place on the Sutlej about the 20th of October, without any 
previous return mission the neighbourhood of Roopur 
was subsequently fixed upon as the most appropriate and 
convenient spot for the meeting 
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In order to give tbe requisite tclat to the occasion, and 
to form a suitable escort, tlio Governor General ordered 
up to Roopnr from Meerut and Kurnal, two squadrons 
of European lancers, with tbe mounted bond of the regi- 
ment, (H M ICth Lancers,) an Europeau Regiment 
(II M 31st Toot) two battalions of Native Infantry 
(the 14 tli and 32d,) and eight guns of horse ortillerj, 
also two squadrons of Colonel Skinneks Irregular 
Horse The escort was thus composed, in order to 
exhibit to Runjebt Singii, whose curiosity was much 
excited as to the formation and equipment of the various 
arms and corps of our military force, as much variety as 
possible In marching the Europeans through tho Sikh 
territory, the population wns somewhat scandalized at as 
cerlaiuing, that beef was killed in camp for their rations 
The slaughter was made in the night, as secretly as pos 
sible, still the fact transpired, and became mattei of com 
plaint from the Sikli Sirdars The reply to them was, 
that it was no business of theirs to enquire what was 
done within the precincts of a British camp, that our 
customs prei ailed there, and these could not he yielded 
to their scruples, thoagh every care should be taken to 
prevent the obtrusion of any thing that was offensive 
There js no doubt that the prejudices of the Sikhs weie 
much outraged by tbe slaughter of oxen, but it would 
have been extremely bad policy to yield the point in this 
mstance , for were it conceded ami the necessity to arise 
hereafter of bringing a considerable force of Europeans 
into the country, similar concession would he expected 
when it would be impossible to grant it, and the popufa 
tion would be excited from the want of previous know- 
ledge and prepaiation for the thing, ns a uecessarv evil 
attendant on the march of Europeans, no less than by the 
W 
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recollection, that heretofore the concession had been made 
to their religious feelings. 

The troops haung arrived at Roopur, the Governor 
General, who had left Shimla on the 19th October, and 
in descending look the opportunity of making an excur- 
sion in the Utils with few attendants, entered the camp 
on the c\ening of the 22d Runjeet SiNCH came into 
Ins camp, on the opposite side of the Satlcj, on tho 
morning of tho 25th, escorted by 10,000 of his best horse, 
and about G,000 trained infantry. lie was immediately 
waited upon by a deputation from the Governor Gene- 
ral, headed by JVJajor General Ram^A^, brother to the 
Commander in Chief, Lord Daliiousit, and by Ins 
Lordship’s Principal Secretary. Koonwur Khuruk 
Singh, with six principal Sirdars of the Sikhs, came at 
the same time to present the Muha Raja’s compliments 
to the Go\cmor General Tt was arranged, tlmt Rt/N- 
jrcTSiNCH should visit the Governor General next 
day in the morning 

As the time approached for the meeting, Run jtet 
StNCir began to entertain apprehension, that some trea 
chery or font play must be designed laic overnight, he 
sent to Monsieur Ali \rd to say, that he should not 
attend the meeting of the morrow. Monsieur A l l \lt» 
waited upon him immediately, and exerted himself to 
rcrooje those suspicions, and restore confidence, oJTixwjg 
to stake his own head, that nothing would happen that 
was disagreeable Ho left the Muba-Raja still irmo 
lute, nnd the astrologers were snromoned. They con 
salted the Grunlb, and declared the result favorable, bat 
told HU Highness to take with lam a couple of apples, 



A D 1831. rntST MEETING IQQ 

and to present them to the Governor General nnd to bis 
Secretary if they were at once taken without demur, 
lie was to consider it as a good omen, nnd might proceed 
m full assurance, that the result of the meeting would 
give him satisfaction On the morning of the 2Gtb Octo- 
ber, a deputation went to conduct the Muha It-ya to 
camp, and he started at sunrise A bridge of the flat- 
bottomed ferry boats of the Sutlej bad been constructed 
for the convenience of communication Uunjeet 
SiNcir made to cross over before him, 30 00 of bis best 
Gorcbur cavalry, dressed in new yellow silk quilted 
coats, nlso about 800 of Monsieur AelAUd 8 dragoons , 
he then took his breakfast of a highly spiced cordial, and 
sent over the chiefs be meant should attend on their 
elephants Tins occupied some tune, for the boats were 
fragile and would allow but few elephants to be on the 
bridge together Lastly, His Highness passed over m per- 
son, and then, to prevent all coufusion, ordered the guard 
at the bridge to permit none else from his camp to cross 
over Villi the escort nnd attendance thus formed, the 
Sikh Chief crossed the open plain, at the further end of 
•which lay the camp of Iho Governor General, from the 
centre of which a street was formed of the British troops 
collected On reaching the end of the line, the Muha 
Rnja stopped to examine each corps, and put an infinity 
of questions as to their equipment, asking the use and 
cost of every strange article, that caught his eye In 
the middle of the street ho was met by the Governor 
General, and presented the apples, as enjoined by 
the astrologers they wero freely and at onco taken. 
His Highness then crossed into the Governor Gene- 
rals bonds, nnd the two Chiefs proceeded together to 
the teuts of audience that had been prepared In an 
tv 2 
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outer tent, all tlic European gentlemen were collected, 
nnd RuNJCCT SlNGii was detained in it a short time, 
that several of them might he presented to him, standing, 
as lie passed through. In n further lent chairs were laid 
out, and the Muha-Raja, with the chiefs of Ins nomina- 
tion, and some select officers of the suite, was led thither 
by the Governor Genera! for a more private conference. 
It was amusing to see the pains taken by Runjeet 
Singh in the arrangement of Ins part of the ceremony . 
He waited at the door of the outer tent, and himself 
called, and told off, the chiefs that weio to proceed to 
the inner, making them precede himself in order to 
prc\cnt confusion or crowding. They were all like him- 
self dressed in yellow, that aud light green hemg the 
fu\orite colours of his coart, and called Busuntee, 
or the colours of spring. Some wore elegant highly 
polished armour, with scarfs of this colour, and the 
splendour of the attire of nil was very striking The 
inquisitive, and apparently frank manner of the Sikh 
Chief, made the conference pass ofT with more liveliness 
than is usual on such occasions of ceremony Presents of 
every variety of manufactured stufls, which had previous- 
ly been sent for, from Calcutta, Dacca, and Bunarus, 
with guns and jewels of value, a fine Burmese elephant, 
and two select thorough-bred j oung horses from the 
Ilissar stud, were laid out, or passed in review before 
lus Highness Dresses of honor, and presents were 
also laid out for the heir apparent, and other chiefs, 
according to a list obtained from Iris Highness. The 
Muha-Rnja examined caiefully everv article of his own 
present, and then sent for (he keeper of his wardrobe, 
and desired him to receive charge, and pack up the 
articles forthwith. He took his leav c, apparently highly 
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pleased with the internet, and at the door of the tent, 
called up, and paraded before the Governor General, Ins 
own favorite horses, telling' the names, and merits of 
each Again, as lie pissed throtfgh the street of troops, 
he stopped to examine the different corps, and his enqui- 
ries into every minute particular were renewed It was 
noon, before he reached his own camp in returning 

On the following day, the Got ernor Generil returned 
the visit and was met at the bridge of boats by Run- 
JEET SlNCH Ills Lordship was escorted by the 
Lancers, who, with their monnted bind, preceded the 
cavalcade ItuNJErT SiNgji w is much struck with 
their appearance, particular^ with that of the Band; 
nud, after they had crossed, and drawn up on the farther 
side of the river, he went up to them, and listened 
for some time to their plnjing, while the suite crossed. 
The Sikh troops formed line, from the bridge to the 
Main Raja’s tents, winch, consisting chiefly of Kundts 
and Sfiumeeanas, tastefully arranged, wereof redcolor,and 
covered a large spice The lining of ill the Sbnmeeanasj 
under which the diairs were placed for the Governor 
General and Ins suite, was of shawl beautifully worked, 
and tint, under which sat the Governor General nnd HiS 
Highness himself, was a sheet of inlaid pearls and jewels 
of great value The Mnln Baja, after the party were 
seated, introduced his chiefs in succession, and each ps 
he cime forward, presented Nuznra of Dutch gold se- 
quins, both to his Highness and to the Governor Gene- 
ral The horses were again brought forth, and exhi- 
bited in superb trappings, and after an hour passed in 
lively conversation, the presents for the Governor General 
were laid out, and His Lordship took bis leave. 
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Evening- entertainments were afterwards exchanged, 
find reviews held of the troops collected on both sides 
The Mu In Raja seemed particularly struck with some of 
the c\olutions exhibited before him by the British Re 
giments, and sent his Sirdars up to the ranks, to examine 
particularly how they were executed He lmnself also 
went up to the squares formed by tho Infantry, to see 
bow many ranks knelt, and how many kept up fire, slow- 
ing in all things a most insatiable curiosity 

On the 31st October, the last day of the interview, the 
Muha Raja came across the river, to witness some artil 
lery practice with grape and spherical case shot His 
astouishmcnt at tho effect on tho curtain at different 
distances, from four hundred to ono thousand paces, was 
extreme. After amusing himself afterwards with firing 
at a chutur, or umbrella, with one of the six pounders, 
and exhibiting feats of horsemanship, and dexterity, by 
Ills Sirdars, he was presented by the Governor General 
with two nine pounder horse artillery guns, with horses, 
and equipments complete 

The evening of this day, was that of tho parting in- 
terview, which it was arranged was to take place at the 
entertainment given by the Governor General At 
Runjelt Singh S particular request, a paper was exe- 
cuted, and delivered to him on Ibis occasion, promis- 
ing perpetual friendship from the 'British Government. 
A complete model of an iron suspension bridge, made 
up at Calcutta for the purpose, was also presented to lus 
Highness, and excited his applause and admiration On 
the following morning, viz the 1st November 1831, both 
camps broke ground, and commenced their march in 
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opposite directions, after a week of magnificence and 
mutual display, reminding one of thedajs of "the field 
of cloth of Gold ” 

No business of importance was transacted at this in- 
terview Runjeet Singh, however, invited the two 
officers he thought most in the Governor General’s con- 
fidence to Ins tent, and in the midst of much desultory 
conversation, pnt to the official secretary, who was one 
of them, set era! questions In respect to Sindh, as if 
desirous to open a negotiation, and concert measures, m 
relation to that state , or at least to come to an understand- 
ing, as to the views of the British Government in respect 
to it. He said the vnkeels of Sindh were in attendance 
in his camp, and he asked if he might introduce them to 
the Governot-^eneral. Upon being answered in the 
affirmative, he added, that it was a very rich country, 
and mncb treasure had been accumulated there, ever 
since Nadir Siiah’s invasion of Ifindoostan, that there 
was no standing army, and no soldiers, except the popu- 
lation at large, who would be called from the plough to 
take the field against an invading force He then made al- 
lusion to theMeers having sent bactLieutenant Burnes, 
and to their general character for pride and haughtiness 
It appeared evident that the Muha Raja had learned, or 
at least suspected, that the British Government had some 
further views in respect to Sindh, also, that nothing 
would be more gratifying to him, than to be invited to 
co operate in an attack upon that state. Notwithstand- 
ing however the desire thus shown, to come to an under- 
standing on the subject, it was not thought advisable to 
make any communication jet to the rnler of Lahfir, for 
it was conceived, that, if made aware of the intentions of 
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tlic British Government, ho might, with every profession 
of a desire to forward them, contrive bj intrigue and 
secret working to counteract the ncgociation 

On the very thj before His Highness arrived at Roo- 
ptir, instructions had been issued to Lieutenant Colonel 
PoTTINCrn to prepare for a mission to Sindh, with a 
view to the ncgociation of a commercial treatry, having 
for its oliject, to open tlie navigation of the Indus to the 
trado of Europe, and of India The negociation was to 
be separate with each of the three independent Meers, 
hut Colonel PoTTlVCER was directed to proceed first 
to Iljdunbad, to arrange with Mcfr Moorad Ulee, 
for a free passage for vessels, and merchandize, through 
the mouths, and Delta of this great river. Tho basis of 
tlie ncgociation was to be, to obtain guarantees against 
the levy of irregular duties, or wanton obstruction of any 
kind to boats and merchandize, to offer a guarantee against 
loss of revenue to the Sindh Government from the adop 
lion of the scheme, and so to procure, that the river Indus 
should become again tlie channel for extensive commerco, 
and be ficquented securelj by the craft and vessels of 
nil the adjoining districts, and even of Europe The 
object of entering upon this negociation, at the particular 
juncture, was perhaps in some measure political, having 
reference to the necessity of being prepared against the 
possibility of designs on the part of Russia, should she 
succeed in establishing her influence m Persia The 
Governor General, however, was not prepared to make 
any avowd or display of such motives, and a commercial 
treaty, stipulating for the free navigation of the river, 
seemed to him the better form m which to open relations 
with the Governments and Chiefs who occupied its banks 
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The mam argument, however, against treaties of this 
description is their tendency to lead to embarrassing dis- 
cussions, and to produce irritation, and acrimonious feel- 
ings, while the views acted upon b} the British Govern- 
ment are not properly understood by the Chiefs The 
whole of Sindh is held in Jageers by Chiefs, who claim 
to he, and are lie facto, independent, exercising almost 
sovereign authority in their respective domains These 
Sirdars will not readily be brought to respect boats and 
merchandize, passing through their possessions, hat 
detention will take place on the plea of examination, and 
presents will he expected, or forced purchases made, or 
obstructions of different kinds offered, the complaint 
against which, even if the assembly of Sleers at Hydura- 
bad should he disposed to listen to such a complaint at 
all, mnst lead to long and irritating discnssions, and yield 
little redress in the end The perpetual residence of a 
British Agent, to take up the advocacy of such representa 
tions, will be indispensable, and his doing so, will pro- 
duce continual bickering and discontent, and generate 
ill will in those with whom he comes into collision It 
is, however, most probable, that merchants will fear 
to incur the risk and trouble, incident to such adven- 
tures, and will thus allow the treaty to become a dead 
letter, like the commercial treaties already concluded 
with Siam and Cochin Claim, and even with the Burmese 
Coart, where the British Government has a Resident 
Envoy to look, after the execution of the stipulations 
entered into 

The East India Company m its earlier commercial 
treaties appears tohaie acted on a different principle, 
the extension of its own trade, and the privileges of 
X 
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its own boats, vessels, and merchandize, being 1 the 
usual objects of stipulation and solicitude. Its'agent was 
on the spot to conduct the trade, and to see that the 
conditions were not violated, and on this very footing, 
the Company had formerly a commercial treaty with 
Sindh, which soon after the establishment of the Talpoor 
Meers, was pot an end to by (he rude expulsion of ibe 
British Agent. Tho revival of negociation for a mere 
commercial treaty, with silence in respect to any Political 
object, appears calculated to produce an impression, 
tint the Government still has a mercantile proGl exclu- 
sively in view, and such an understanding will neither 
elevate its character, nor add to its weight and influence, 
in guiding the counsels of the different chiefs with whom 
relations of the hind may ho established Bat, after all, 
the great objection to such a connexion seems to be, that 
it offers no impediment to the courts with which we enter 
into such relations, opening or continuing intrigues and 
direct negociations with the very states against which 
it may be desired to make preparation. At the very time 
of entering upon the negocntion with Sindh, it was 
known, tint an agent from Persia was at Hydurabad, 
offering a daughter of the king in marriage to the favorite 
son of Meer Moorad Ulee. If however the state of 
Sindh were allowed to connect itself m close relation 
with Persia, the commercial treaty wo might conclude, 
would be no bar to the Russians insinuating themselves 
where the Persian court had paved the way for their 
influence They might thus turn the resources of Sindh 
against us, or at least neutralize, or obstruct any advan- 
tage we might hope to derive from them, in the defence 
of the western frontier of India If ever Hindoostan Is 
invaded from the west, the battle must clearly be fought 



A D 1031 32 POTTINGER ARRIVES AT HYDERABAD 171 

upon the Indus, and it would he u failure of common 
foresight, were measures not taken to secure, that the 
chiefs, states, and tribes, upon its banks, should be 
unanimous and hearty in their exertions to repel the 
invader It may be said, however, that the time is not 
come for making provision for such objects but whether 
the danger be near, or remote, it would scarcely be 
consistent with prudence to engage in measures likely to 
produce alienation, or to lower the respect ond influence, 
which as holders in declared and full sovereignty of the 
principal part of Ifindoostan, the .British Goicrnment 
ought naturally to possess with the remainder 

Colonel Potting er, on receipt of Ins instructions, sent 
immediate intimation to the Meers of Sindh, nnd iu par 
ticular to Meer Moorad TJlee at Ilydurabad, of his 
being commissioned by the Governor General to confer 
with them on some important matters, and he requested 
the requisite permission to proceed to Hydurabad for 
the purpose This having been granted, after some 
demur, and the Bombay Government having provided 
the necessary escort, establishment, nnd equipment for 
the Envoy of the Supreme Government, Colonel Pot 
tincer moved from Knclib, and arrived at Ilydura 
bad m the course of February, 1832 He immediately 
explained the views of the British Government, and 
(delivered the letter from the Governor General to Meet 
M oor AD Uleb, in which they were stated at length 
A senes of Ion'* - and tedious discussions was then com 
menced, during which several projects and counter 
projects, and drafts of treaties, were mntaallj exchanged 
After much negociation, a Treaty was at last concluded 
•with Meer Moorad TJdee Khan, on the part of the 
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assembled Chiefs at Hydurabad, on the 20th April 1832 
corresponding with which, the following Engagement was 
executed by the Governor General at Simula on the 19th 
June following 

" A Treaty, consisting of seven Articles, having been 
M concluded on the 10th Zeehy 1247 A H corresponding 
" with 20th April 1832, between The Honorable East 
“ India Company and His Highness Meep Moorad 
* Ali Khan Talpoor Buhadoor, Ruler of Hjdurahad 
“ in Sindh, through the Agency of Lieutenant Colonel 
“ Henry Pottincer, Envoy on the part of the British 
“ Government, acting undef the authority vested in him 
“ by the Right Honorable Lord WILLIAM CAVENDISH 
“ Bentinok, c c b and ecu, Governor General 
“ of the British Possessions in India, this Engagement 
“ has been given in writing at Shimla this day, the 19th 
“ Jane 1832, both in English and Persian, in token of 
4 * the perfect confirmation and acknowledgment of the 
*' obligations which it contains, in the manner following 

Article I “ That the friendship provided for in for- 
" mer Treaties, between the British Government and 
“ that of Sindh remain unimpaired and binding, and (hat 
“ tins stipulation has received additional efficacy through 
** the medium of Lieutenant Colonel Pottincer, Envoy, 
** &c so that the firm connection and close alliance now 
*' formed between the said States shall descend to the 
“ Children and Successors of the House of the above 
“ named Mecr Moorad Ali Khan, principal after 
*' principal, from generation to generation 

Article II ** That the two Contracting Powers bind 
“ themselves never to look with the eye of covetonsness 
** on the possessions of each other 
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Article III 11 That tlie British Goi eminent has 
" requested a passage for the merchants and traders of 
44 Hindostan, by the river and roads of Sindh, by 
“ which they may transport their goods and merchan 
“ dize from one country to another, and the said Govern 
" ment of Hydnrabad hereby acquiesces in the same 
" request on the three following conditions 
1st ** That no person shall bring qny description of 
4 Military Stores by the above river or roads 
2d 44 That no armed vessels or boats shall come by the 
41 said river 

3J 44 Tint no JCnglish merchants shall be allowed to 
44 settle in Sindh, but shall come as occasion 
" requires and haung stopped to transact their 
** business, shall return to India 
Article IV 44 When merchants shall determine on 
44 visiting Sindh they shall obtain a passport to do so 
44 from the British Government, and doe intimation of 
44 the granting of such passports shall be made to the 
44 said Government of Hyderabad, by the Resident in 
44 Kutch op other Officer of the said British Government 
Article V “ That the Government of Hydnrabad 
44 having fixed certain, proper, and moderate duties to 
44 be levied on merchandize and goods proceeding by the 
44 aforesaid routes, shall adhere to that scale, and not 
44 arbitrarily and despotically either encrcase or lessen 
“ the same so that the affairs of merchants and traders 
«* may be earned on without stop or interruption, and 
* the custom house officers and farmers of revenue 
•• of the Sindh Government, are to be especially directed 
to see that they do not delay the said merchants on 
“ pretence of awaiting for fresh orders from the Govern 
44 ment, or jn the collection of the duties , and the said 
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“ Gov eminent is to promulgate a Tariff, or table of 
tl duties leviable on each Lind of goods, as tbe case 
“ may be.” 

Article VI “ That whatever portions of former 
" Treaties entered into between tbe two States which 
“ have not been altered and modified bj the present one, 
“ remain firm and unaltered, as well as those stipulations 
** now concluded, and by the blessing of God, no dewa 
" tion from them shall ever happen * 

Article VII “ That the friendly intercourse between 
the two States shall be kept np by the dispatch of 
** Vakeels whenever the transaction of business, or tbe 
” encrease of the relations of friendship may render it 
" desirable ” 

The following Supplemental Engagement teas also 
concluded tuth Meet Moor ad Ulee Khan — 

" The following Articles of Engagement having been 
*' agreed on, and settled on tbe22d April, 1832, between 
** the non’hle East India Companj and his Highness 
*' Mrcn Moobad Ah Khan Talpoor Buhadoor, 
“ Ruler of Iljdurabad, in Sindh, ns supplemental to the 
“ Treaty concluded on the 20lh April 1832, through the 
" Agency of Eieutcnant Colonel If PN 1 V\ PoTTINGTR, 
” Emoj on tlio part of tho saul Ifon’ldc Tost India 
** Company, tinder full power and authority vested in him 
41 bj the Right lion hie Lord 'Willi ivi CA^rNDisii 
" BrNTiVCK, c c B node c n. Governor General 
** of the British Possessions in India this Engagement 
" has been given in writing at Shimta, this da\, the 10th 
"June 1832, both in English and Persian, in token of 
** the perfect confirmation and acknowledgment of the 
“ obligations which it contains, in the manner foJJonmg 
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Article I “ It is inserted in tlie Vlb Article of tiro 
“ perpetual Treat}, tint tlie Government of H}durabad 
“ will farmsli the British Government with a statement 
" of duties, SwC nnd after that, the Officers of the British 
" Government, who arc versed in affairs of traffic, 
“ will examine the said statement Should the state- 
“ meat seem to them to be fair and equitable, and ogreea 
'* ble to custom, it will bb brought into operation, and 
** will be confirmed, bni should it appear too high. His 
“ Highness Meer Moorad Ali Khan, on bearing 
“ from the British Government to tins effect tbrough 
“ Colonel Potting er, will reduce the said duties 
Article II “ It is clear as noon di), that tlie punish- 
** ment and suppression of the plunderers of Parkhur, the 
•' Thull, &.c is not to be effected by any one Gov eminent, 
” and as this measure is incumbent on, and becoming the 
“ States, as tending to secure the welfare and happiness 
“ of their respective subjects and countries, it is hereby 
“ stipulated, that on the commencement of the ensuing 
“ run} season, and of which Meer Moorad Aei 
“ Ivii vn shall give dae notice, the British Sindh and 
** Jodhpoor Governments shall direct their joint and 
“ simultaneous efTorts to the above object 

Article III “ The Governments of the Honorable 
“Bast India Company and of Kbjrpoor, namely, 
“Melr Roostuvi, have provided in n treaty conclud 
*• ed between the States that whatever may be settled 
<« regarding the opening of Die /hens a< //} u’orailacf 
“ shall be binding on the said contracting powers It 
“ js, therefore necessary that copies of the Treaty should 
<« bo sent by the British and Iljdurabad Governments 
“to Meer Roosium Khan for bis satisfaction and 
" guidance 
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It deserves tobenoticed that neither of the above trea 
ties was definitively settled, until the Chief of Khyrpoor 
had already entered into an engagement with the British 
Government Thejeilousy, indeed, that was felt at this 
proceeding, and the fear lest the Khyrpoor Chief should 
be severed for everfrom the association of Talpoor Meers, 
were mainly instrumental m bringing Meer Moor ad 
to sign The engagement with Meer Roostum Khan 
was to the following effect 

“ A Treaty, consisting of 4 Articles, having been con- 
“ eluded on the 2d Zeekad 1247, A II , corrrespond 
“ ing with the 4th April, 1832, between the Hon’ble 
“ East India Company and Meer Roostum Khan, 
" Talpoor Buhadoor, Chiefof Khyrpoor in Sindh, tbroagb 
** the Agency of Lieutenant Colonel Henry Pottin. 
“ ger, Envoy on the part of the British Government 
'* acting under the authority vested in him by the Right 
" Hon’ble Lord William Cavendish Bentinck, 
" g c jj and c c H , Governor General of the British 
“ possessions m Indn, this engagement has been given 
** m writing at Simula, this day, the 19th Jane 1832, 
"both m English and Persian, in token of the perfect 
** confirmation and acknowledgment of the obligations 
“ it contains in the manner following 

Article I “ There shall be eternal friendship between 
" the two States 

Article II “ The two Contracting Powers mutually 
“ bind themselves from generation to generation never to 
“ look with the eye of covetousness on the possessions of 
“ each other 

Article III “ The British Government having re 
** t l ue ®ted the nse of the River Indus and the roads of 

Sindh for the Merchants of Hindoostan, &c the 
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" Government of Kliyrpoor agrees to grant the same 
“within its own boundaries, on whate\er terms maybe 
“ settled with the Government of Hydnrabad, namely, 
“ Meer Moorad Ali Khan, Talpoor. 

Article IV. “ The Government of Khyrpoor agrees 
" to furnish a written statement of jnst and reasonable 
“ duties to be levied on all goods passing under this 
** Treaty, and further promises, that traders shall suffer 
“ no let or hindrance in transacting their business.” 



CHAPTER ELEVENTH. 


The character and policy of Jlunjeet Singh His revenues 
Strength of Ins army General observations. 

The personal character of the present ruler of Labflr 
and that of hts government will best have been gathered, 
from the pernsal of his acts, as related in the preceding 
Chapters , nevertheless it may be useful to snra up the 
result, and to explain the present condition of Ins tern 
tory, its resources, and the military means at this Chief s 
command 

It has before been stated, that RUNJEET SlNGH had 
no education id any branch of learning or science He 
cannot read or Vrite in any language, but the habit of 
hearing papers read in Persian, Ponjihee, and Hindee, 
and great assiduity in Ins attention, even to the mmutiie of 
business, have given him a facility id following, and un 
ders tan ding for the most part what is so submitted to 
him so that, although quite unable to appreciate elegan- 
cies of style, or to dictate \erbatim what should he writ- 
ten, he transacts basiness rapidly, is ready with a short and 
decided order npon any report or representation read to 
him, and when the draft of his instruction is submitted, 
after being prepared in due form, be sees at once whether 
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it fully meets Ins view. Confidential secretaries are per- 
petually m attendance, and are frequently called up m 
tlie night, to expedite orders, as the sadden recollection, 
or caprice of the Muha Raja suggests the issuing of them. 
His memory is excellent, and stored with minute, as 
well as important circumstances His disposition is at 
the same time watchful, and his eye quick, and search- 
ing, so that nothing escapes his observation , while the 
perspicacity displayed in his appreciation of character, 
and m tracing the motives of others actions, gives him 
a command and influence over all that approach him, 
which have been mainly instrumental to his rapid rise. 
With great acuteness, he has a lively imagination, and 
though never for an instant forgetful of any ends he may 
have in view, there 1$ a frankness and naivety about his 
conversation, pecaharly agreeable His observations 
and remarks are given ordinarily in short, terse, incohe- 
rent phrase, or m the shape of interrogatories, but they 
are such, as remain fixed in the recollection of the person 
to whom they are addressed, ns uncommon, and as dis- 
placing an original thinker He has great power of dis- 
simulation, and, under the greatest frankness of manner, 
and even familiarity in his intercourse, can veil subtle 
designs, and even treachery In action he has always 
shown himself personally brave, and collected, bat his 
plans betray no boldness or adventurous hazard Ad 
dress, nnd cunning, nay, even corruption, have always 
been preferred bj him, as instruments of success, fo any 
dash of enlerpnze, calculated to excite admiration or 
inspire awe His fertility in expedients is wonderful, 
and he is never nt a loss for a resource in the greatest 
difficulties, hut many of his actions evince caprice, and 
even instability of purpose, for the motive of them cannot 
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be {raced or imagined. His umCorm conduct and career 
tli rough life, prove lum to be selfish, sensual, and licentious 
in the extreme , disregardful of all ties of affection, blood, 
or friendship m the pursuit of ambition, or pleasure , and 
profligately greedy — plundering and reducing to misery 
•without the slightest feeling, or remorse, widows, orphans 
and families possessing claims to consideration and 
respect, that one wonders should not have been recogniz- 
ed, even if it were only from policy. In his youth he 
was lavish in his gifts to favorites, and there was libera- 
lity in Ins general dealings, but, as age has come over 
him, avarice, and the desire of hoarding, have become the 
ruling passions, and he is approached, even by Ins confi- 
dential officers and those in favor, with more apprehen- 
sion of robbery and exaction from themselves, than of 
hope to add to their accumulated means through his indul- 
gence His temper was in youth excellent, and alwaj s 
under command, hut the irritability of an impaired con- 
stitution frequently now overpowers lum, and he has been 
known to break out into fits of passion, and to descend to 
use personal violence towards the objects of his rage, 
but, withal, there is no ferocity in Ins disposition, and he 
has never taken life, even under circumstances of aggra-* 
vated offence 

His statnre is low, and the loss of an eye from the 
small pox takes away much from his appearance, which 
however is still far from being unprepossessing, for bis 
countenance is full of expression and animation, and is set 
off with a handsome flowing beard, grey at 50 years of 
age, but tapering to a point below his breast In bis 
youth he mast have had moch vigour and activity, but lie 
is now so emaciated, and weak, as to be compelled to 
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adopt n singular method of mounting the tall horses, on 
which he loves to ride A man kneels down before him, 
and he throws hts leg over his neck, when the man rises 
With the Muha Raja mounted on his shonlders he then 
approaches the horse, find Runjeet Sincij, putting- hjs 
right foot into the stirrnp, and holding by the mane, 
throws his left over the man’s head, and the back of the 
horse, into the stirrup on the other side XIis love of his 
horses is extreme, and has been already several times 
mentioned lie has them continually in his sight, cover- 
ed with jewels and rich caparisons, and they are the 
objects of Ins frequent caresses He is himself plain and 

simple in dress, and quite unreserved in all his habits , 
and his diet consists of high stimulants of which he par- 
takes sparingly He has great delight however in mili- 
tary parade, and displaj, and spends nearly the half of 
every day in seeing reviews, or examining equipments, or 
in some waj stud) mg (o promote tlio efficiency of soma 
branch of his army Ho also seems to take pleasure m 
seeing hts courtiers and establishments decorated in jew- 
els and handsome dresses, and it is not to he denied, that 
they show considerable taste, for the splendour of tho 
display of his Dnrbar is very striking Although no 
bigot, and active in restraining tho zeal and fanaticism of 
tbe Akalees, and others, Runjeet Singh is jetscru- 
pnlons in the performance of all the prescribed observ- 
ances of the Sikh faith, and, for a certain number of hoars 
every day, has the G runth read before him by Gooroos, 
and is liberal in bis charities to Fuqccrs and men of re- 
puted sanctitj He is indeed superstitious in the extreme, 
readily conceiving fancies in respect to bis destiny, and 
fortunes, and never failing to consult astrologers before 
entering upon any important undertaking 
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Willi respect to the policy ami internal Government of 
RtfNjrrT SiNGfr, the most remarkable feature is, the 
entire absence of any thing like system, or principle in 
his management His career throughout has been that of 
nn encroaching nsurper, and scizer of all within his reach, 
bat wbat he has so possessed himself of, he snbjects to no 
systematic administration The whole is committed to 
farmers, with fall power to deal with the lives and pro- 
perties of the producing classes of the population UuN- 
JEET SlNOii trusting to his own military means, for the 
control of these farmers, and for the exaction from them 
of any extra gams he may learn that they have made 
Nevertheless his extortions ore directed chieflv against 
the old Sikh families, and his own state officers mer 
chants and traders ore protected, and the duties and 
taxes, to which they are subjected, are not for the most 
part immoderate Runjeet Sivgh has liowevershown 
a disposition himself to become a dealer in some articles, 
as in shawls, salt, &c and all that be touches becomes of 
course monopoly, or m some other shape the source of 
exaction and corrupt gain 

It cannot be said, that Runjeet Singh has yet given 
to the Punjab any constitution or fixed form of Govern- 
ment There is no law, written or oral, and no courts 
of justice have been any where established The Gooroo- 
Mata or old council of the Sikhs, has, with every other 
institution adapted to the state of tilings which existed 
before the establishment of the supremacy of the present 
ruler, been entirely discontinued The last council of the 
kind was held, when Holkor fled into the Punjab, aud 
the British armies followed in pursuit, and it was a ques- 
tion what part the Sikhs as a nation should take m the 
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jancturc Ritojeet SiNQil, though tlic most influential 
chief, pretended not then to any supremacy of dominion, 
nnd the question was one, which, os jt concerned the whole 
body of the Sikhs, required that all should have a voico 
in determining. At present the Government appears to 
be a pure despotism, the standing armj , ever ready for 
active service, and eager to be employed where plunder 
and exaction are tho objects, forms the whole machinery 
of administration By it only the treasury is filled, nnd 
controlexercised overstate officers, powerful subjects, nnd 
indeed over every class of tho population The personal 
influence, and verbal orders of the head of the state, form 
again the exclusive hold upon the discipline nnd affec- 
tions of the troops Thus the whole power and authority 
centres in the single individual, whom fortune, nnd his 
own abilities have placed at tho head of affairs, land, 
upon his bomg removed from the scene, unless there bo 
another to fill lus place, with equal energy, and command 
over the attachment and affections of Ins dependents, 
winch, it is to be feared, is not the character of KhU- 
ROh. Singh, every thing mast necessarily fall into con- 
fusion. 

The territorial possessions of Runjeet Singh, com- 
prize now the entire fork of the Punjab, as bounded by 
tho Indus nnd Sutlej, the two extreme rivers lie holds 
besides Kashmeer, and the entiro hill conntry to tho 
snowy range, and even Budak bej ond the Ucemalaya for 
though many of the Rojas of this tract still remain m their 
possessions, they have been reduced to the character of 
subjects, paying tribute equal to their utmost means, and 
contributing men to the armies of LabSr, whenever called 
upon Besides this extensive territory , Runjeet Singh 
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has abont 45 Taloohs entire, or in share with 
others, on the British side of the Sutlej , 
and westward of the Indus, he holds Kbyra 
bad, Ahona, and Peshawar, Durra-Ghazee- 
Khan, which has been farmed to the Nuwab 
of Bubawulpoor, and Durra-Ismaeel Khan, 
assigned to Hafiz Ahmed Khan of 
Monk era, as before related He also levies 
tributes from the Balooch Chiefs of Tonh 
and Sagur to the southward Captain Mur- 
ray estimates that the amount of Land 
Itevenue and Tributes, annually levied from Rupees 
the whole of these possessions, is ........ 1,24,03,900 


Besides which, the Customs of the Punjab 
yield to Runjeet Singh, 19, 00, GOO 

An Item, called Moborana, being a Tee 
on every paper submitted for the Seal of 
Uunjeet Singh, 5,77,000 


Making a total Kbalsa Revenue of 1,48,81,500 

The same Oflicer estimates that there 
remains, still appropriated m Jngeers, or 
held by old Sikh families, and establishments, 
without paying any thing to the Kbalsa, 
territory yielding, ... 1,09,28,000 

Tims making the entire resources of the 
country under the dommionof Runj eet, Rs 2,58,09,500 

This total is not very wide of the revenue set down in 
the books of the Mogbol Government, as the produce of 
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the Labbr Sooln , and, considering that Kashnieer, and 
some territory south of the Sutlej is included, the corres- 
pondence of amount is in favor of the correctness of the 
estimate, for the province cannot ho so productive under 
the Sikhs, as it was in the peaceable limes of the Moghul 
dominion 

ItuvjpLf SfVGff has for many years been hoarding 
treasure, and the fort of Govindgurh, built bj him, and 
kept olwajs in excellent repair, is the principal place for 
its deposit Captain Murk v\, speaking from the best 
information he could collect, which, however, was neces- 
sarily very imperfect, and vague, estimates the value of 
tho property accumulated by Runjeet Singh in cash, 
jewels, horses, and elephants, to bo not less than ten 
crores of rupees, or the same number of millions of 
pounds sterling By some the estimate is carried much 
higher, hut such computations, being for the most part 
conjectural, err gcncrall) on (ho sale of excess. 

The military force of tho Lah&r State is set down by 
tho same officer, and his authority is the safest to follow 
on the point, as follows 
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Total regular troops, horse and foot, 27,752 

Garrjsoo corps, including the troops 
employed m Knshmeer, — Cavalry, . . 3000 

Infantry, variously armed and 
equipped, 23,950 26,950 


Contingents of Sirdars, consisting, 
in the plains, principally of cavalry, 
but in the lulls of foot soldiers, ...... 27,312 

Total troops, liorse and foot, 82,014 


The artjllery of ilUNJEET SiNcu consists of 376 
guns, and 370 swivels, mounted on the backs of camels, 
or on light carnages adapted to their size Tor 
these, there is no corps of artillery regimented, and 
organized, as is the custom in European armies, but 
there is a Darogha, at the head of a large establishment, 
which ifRuNJEET Singh were making preparation fora 
siege, could Dot be set down at less than 4 or 5000 men , but 
in time of peace, or when no such operation was in agita- 
tion, the number would be infinitely redaced Seyeral 
of the corps of cavalry, and all the battalions of infantry, 
have guns attached to them, the gunners of which are 
borne on the strength of the respective corps. The 
Jinsee, or heavy tram on!}, is distinct from the rest of 
the army. 

The above accumulation of resources, and of force, 
has grown up, and been produced entirely by the care 
and exertions of the Mulia-Raja His father left him 
nothing, bnt a body of Sikli cavalry, little superior to 
that of his neighbours, who have all now been reduced 
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to the condition of subjects. Runjpct Singh has, m 
the formation especially of his military force, evinced the 
same enquiring- activity, the same attention to minatue, 
and perseverance in watching the execution of his 
plans, which characterized the first Peter of Russia, 
and, compared with all that we see and hear of other 
chiefs who have raised themselves to high dominion, he 
ranks amongst those, whose means have been the least 
exceptionable, his career being stained by no bloody 
executions, and by much fewer crimes, than are chargeable 
against most founders of dynasties. The want of a gene- 
ralizing mind, to refer things to fixed principles, and to 
lead to the formation or adoption of systems, and a 
deficiency of the intelligence resulting from education, 
or trom habitual converse with men of high cultivation, 
have been the mam defects of his character, and are the 
causes of Runjeet Singh’s Government being based 
on no solid forms, and institutions, which can be reckoned 
upon to carry on the machine, when the present regu- 
lator of all is removed from the scene But where were 
such to be found amongst an association of Sikh banditti, 
formed from the outcasts of society, and from the dregs 
in particular of the agricultural class, men all in most 
desperate circumstances and driven by want to adopt 
the life of robbers 7 All that was educated, and refined, 
had disappeared from the Punjab, before Runjeff 
S lNGH was born The natural effect however of the 
union of authority in his person, has been, to create a 
court, where, in the course oftune, scienceand refinement 
will be reproduced, or collected from the countries 
around, as the habits of peace and luxury, come to super- 
cede the bustle, and perpetual activity of war and mili- 
tary expeditions. 
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And let not th6sc, who are disposed to give to Run 
jeet Singh the credit due to him ns founder of a king 
tfora and dynasty, take exception at the circumscribed 
limit of Ins dominion ns lowering Ins merit in comparison 
with others. The circumstances of his position, with the 
British Government on one side, — fresh risen to a nnjes 
ty of power, that it would have been madness for him to 
think of encountering, and with the prejudiced and funatic 
Moosulonn population of Afghanistan upon ever} other 
frontier, have been barriers against extension, which it 
was impossible to overcome, and effectually forbad the 
hope of carrying the Sikh dominion bevond its present 
limits The gain that lias already been made upon tho 
latter, and the manner in which tbe brave and bigotted 
JUobumiuedans, have, in many instances, bleu reconciled 
to the sway of n hated, and even despised sect, ore 
amongst the most creditable features of tiio policy, and 
career ol HvhJEBT SiNCii 

Towards the British Government Ins conduct Ins been 
maiked with equal sagacity Careful not to offend to tho 
point lending to actual rupture, he con trued to nnko his 
gain of the juncture, at the vory moment when the British 
Government stept forward to confine his dominion to the 
Sutlej and to wrest from ins grup the \ntunblc tract 
between that river and tho Juinnn, which was all held 
by Sikhs, and regarded by him therefore ns lus legitimate 
and certain prey When tho ill will and suspicion 
engendered by tins interference, had subsided, and he 
fill assured that the interposing Goicrnmcnt had no 
desire to push its conquests, or further to interfere with 
his ambitious views, he cultivated tho friendship of its 
officers, and has since disired to exhibit himself to the 
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world as united by close relations, and on the best under 
standing with it He seems to be now thoroughly con- 
vinced, that its friendship, and engagements may bo 
relied upon, and there cannot he a doubt, tint if ever the 
occasion should arise, to render it necessary to make pre- 
paration against invasion from the west, he Mould side 
heartily with us, and show zeal in repelling the invader 
Ills professions. Ins interest, and lus inclinations, are all 
for ns at present, and ho derives no little strength and 
secnntv, from giving it out, that he is on such terms with 
the .British nation 

Having thus conducted the reader in the foregoing 
pages, through the gradations by which tbe SikU power 
Ins been raised to its present flourishing and imposing 
condition, it remains to lay beforo him some insight into 
the habits and manners peculiar to tins sect, to enable 
him to appreciate the character of the nation, and the 
peculiar traits which distinguish it from the rest of the 
population of Ilmdoostnn This has been amply dono 
to hand bj Captain M UR It At, who has collected, in an 
Appendix to the report be laid before Lord WlLLHV 
Bentinck., the result of his own observations, duriug 
a residence of more than fifteen jears amongst the Sikhs, 
attended with hourly intercourse with individuals of all 
classes, added to tho necessity of listening to represen 
tations of all descriptions, with a v tew to the arbitration 
or JtdjoslfDiWt of ibetx disputes Captain jMurRw’S 
remarks aud tho facts be has collected, though put toge 
llier without much regard to arrangement, and evidently 
with no v lew to publication, are nevertheless so replete 
with useful information and intelligence, that to withhold 
them would bo unpardonable On the other hand, the 
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-weight of the authority would be lost if the) we’re to be 
recast and combined into a more studied form by another 
hand It is proposed, therefore, to conclude this litllo 
aolame,by the transfer verbatim into it of the Appendix, 
deioted by this officer to the delineation of “ the Jinn 
jiers, Rules, and Customs of the Sikhs ” The curious 
reader will bo well repaid the Inhour of a perusal 






appendix. 


ON Til E MANNERS, RULES, AND CUSTOMS 
OF THE SIKIIS, 

BY CAPTAIN W. MURRAY. 


The accomplishments of reading and writing are uncom- 
mon amongst the Sikhs, and are chiefly confined to Hin- 
doo and : Moosulman Moolsuddees, or clerks, who acquire 
a sufficient knowledge of the Persian language, to enable 
them to keep the accounts, and to conduct the epistolary 
correspondence of the Chiefs. The Goorinookha, or 
Punjabee written dialect, is familiar to many Sikhs; bnt, 
in general, they express a rooted aversion to the acqui- 
sition of the Arabic and Persian languages, resulting 
Chiefly from the ideas instilled, and prejudices imbibed 
in early age against e\ery thing, however useful and 
rational, that hears relation to, and is connected with, the 
religion and education of the Moosuhnans. 

Concerns are transacted by oral testimony, xerhal 
agreements, and promises. The test of right is confined 
to the memory of the oldest inhabitants of a neighbour- 
hood, and tradition preserves old customs. Falsehood, 
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ft .'t'tuJ, and petjury are (he natural concomitants of such 
a mode of conducting affairs. Money, fear, and favor, 
can purchase an oath, can determine a ullage boun- 
dary dispute, and screen a criminal from detection, and 
the infliction of punishment. In some instances an 
accused person will call for the JDibb, or ordeal of inno- 
cence, plunge bis Angers in boiling oil, bear a heated 
ploughshare on his hands for 50 to 100 yards, challenge 
his accuser to the trial by water, and, if lie escape unhurt, 
his purity is declared, and freely acknowledged. 

"Witchcraft and spells, ( Jailoo and Moot ), have a pow- 
erful influence over the fancies and actions of the Chiefs 
and other inhabitants of the Sikh States. A sudden indis- 
position, a vomiting of blood, or nny unusual ailment, 
for the nature and causo of which a uative cannot very 
readily account, are generally attributed to the malico 
and indention of a rival, or to an evil disposed member 
of the family. The possession of a waxen or dough 
efligy, some party-colored threads, and small human hones 
discovered in the dwelling, or about the person of a sus- 
pected individual, are convincing proofs of guilt anil 
wickedness.* t 

• “ The harmless Dame, which insensibly," sa)8 Gibbon, “melted n 
waxen linage, might derive a powerful and pernicious energy from the 
affrighted fancy of the person whom it was maliciously designed to 
represent.’* One of the reasons Ram Jiswt vr Siscii of Nabah, assign- 
ed for his wish to disinherit bit eldest son and heir was, that he had been 
engaged ia some mischievous practises, and destructive enchantments, 
with one Dime r Djcjianoo, to ruin the health of hii father. Sirdar 
Bhooi* St veil of Roopor, advanced a similar charge ngalnst his uncle 
Daswa Singh. Both these Chiefs bear the character of being well 
informed men, and wiser than their neighbours. Ultcn Koonuii, the 
widow of Mciitab Singii, Chief of Thanestir, adopted & sickly boy, to 
whom sWbeenroe immoderately attached, and raiaiy hoped ho might be 
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Good and Lad omens,* lucky and unlucky da}s, 'und 
particular hours of the day and night for commencing a 
journey and returning home, are carefully observed by 
the Sikhs, and by all other classes in the Punjab, whether 
engaged in the most momentous enlerprizes, or in the 
common concerns of life. Prior to the field being taken 
with an army; f a usit of ceremony being paid to a dis- 
tant friend, or a pilgrimage being made, the Muhoorut, 
or auspicious moment for departure, and retarn, must ho 

admitted to succeed to the landed property she held for life In 1823, the 
boy died, and Rcnct Koonwor, in a paronsm of grief, filed a formal 
complaint, charging 1m death, through magical arts, to her nepheW 
JcmeRct S:\cu, producing in Court some body clothes, and on no better 
evidence directing her \ akeel to prosecute him for murder The case 
was set at rest by reasoning on its absurdity, and Rotun KSbswca 
consoled herself by the adoption of another boy In September 1820, a 
Thanadaf of the Thanesur Ranee, hanged a Brahmin suspected of magic 
The Ranee dismissed tho Thanadar from his situation 

• To bear a partridge call on your right band as you enter a town- 
cranes passing from left to right— meeting a bareheaded person— a 
jackass braying as you enter a town or village— a dog shaking lus head 
and ears on quitting home— to meet a corpse ora Brahmin— to hear a 
female Jackall howling during the night— sneesing on going out or com 
ing into a house or room, &c Nc are bad omens The contrary arc good 
omens To hear a partridge call on your left— cranes passing from right 
to left— to meet a Mehtar or Sweeper— to behold pearls in your sleep If 
a Moosulmau dream of seeing the moon, it is as good as an infemeir tnlA 
tht rrophet,lte %c —An eminent Native Merchant came to me on business 
from Umntsur, and died at Loodecaoa, of the Cholera Morbus Ills 
followers very gTarely told me that my remedies must be unavailing, for 
on entering the town, ninny bare headed men of the Ooojur cast had 
been met by tho deceased 

t A. gang of burglars being brought before me in 1819, admitted in 
evidence, that two pieces of coloured muslin had been tossed over their 
left shoulders, on hearing a jackall cntl on their right hand, soon after 
quitting Kurnai, where the burglary had been perpetrated Dessa Sool, 
or u Mucky day a— Saturday and Monday, to the eas l— Sunday and Friday, 
to the west— Tuesday and Wednesday, to the north, and Thursday to 
the south The contrary are SIddh Jflg, or lucky days. 

2 A 
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predicted by a Pandit, and tbe Pundit on Ins put is 
guided by tho jagme or spirits, which pen ado every 
quarter of the compass To avert the pernicious conse- 
quences likely to ensue from unfavorable prognostics or 
dreams, charily is recommended, nnd in general given 
•very freely on such occasions, by natives of rank nnd 
wealth. These, and many hundred other absurd pre- 
judices and superstitious notions, are carried into the 
most solemn affairs ofstale It is no uncommon practise 
of Iti/Njrnr SlSGft, when ho contemplates any serious 
undertaking, to direct two slips of paper to he placed 
on the Grit nth Solti l, or sacred volume of tho Sikhs On 
the ono is written Ins wish, anil on the other the reverse. 
A little hoy is then brought in. and told to bring ono of 
the slips, nnd, whichever it may happen to bo, his High- 
ness is ns satisfied as if it wero a voice from heaven. 
A knowledge of these wtums, nnd prepossessions, is 
useful and necessary. They obtain, under varied shapes, 
and in diversified shades, throughout tho Eastern world, 
warping (ho opinions, nnd directing (he public and pri- 
vate atfuirs of nil ranks in society, from he despot to tho 
peasant, from tho soldier in tho battle field, to tho crimi- 
nal at tho tree of execution It must bo o pleasing duty 
to every public servant to endeavour to gain (ho confi- 
dence, and win (he affections of (he Chief* o ml people 

* VI ben the Snrblnd Diriiion, torapou-J retire! y ofSip«le*t, wm 
•llfftlnl, under the command of fiir OntfmuxT, i^lnil the 

Goorhh* power la l*»tl It w»* *ojjse»ted ty Nc»0 'men, the accredited 
»j»nt of ItcaiirT Nimsh. that the £r*t taartli thouM L- nadeal the 
llacehr* It be lag m-oiioo-d to | im, that thf« w*t too early, he b-r 
fed that Iho ir»!» art m tr w ara isl(H taoie oat os tSal dtf ffi» 
»«»ST»tlflrd an J the rnffer* that allradrd thl. Di*Iiioa la all Itt opera 
i>o«, « u attributed more lo the choice of aa auapUloua tour, this 
prudence, and fmllantrj of lt» conmacJrr, Lti e"ctr*, 
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of a conquered country, by the impression of his acquaint- 
ance with, and seeming regard to their peculiarities and 
propensities, and in the superintendence and manage- 
ment of their concerns, to know the bents by ■which he 
may seize and work upon them To touch upon such 
feelings wilhont giving offence, demands on all occa 
sions, the exercise of discretion, temper, and judgment 
but when successfully done, it is easy by a kindlj manner 
and persuasive address, to lead the misguided and 
ignorant from error and antiquated usages, to appreciate 
the advantages attendant on intellectual improvement, 
and the benefits resulting from science and moral feeling • 

In the Sikh States, the administration of civil and cn 
mmal justice is vested in the Sirdar, or chief , Crimes 
and trespasses, ns m the middle ages, are atoned for by 
money the fines are unlimited by any rule, and generally 
levied arbitrarily according to the means of the offender, 
whose property is attached, and his family placed under 
restraint to enforce payment These amerciaments form 
a branch of revenue to the chief, and a fruitful source 
of peculation to his officers, who too frequently have 
recourse to the most harsh and cruel means to elicit 
confessions, and extort money for real or imaginary 
offences He who gams his point, pays his Shookurana, 
or present of gratitude, and be who is cast, pays his 
Jureemana , or penalty The wealthy may secure jus- 
tice, but the indigent are likely to obtain something less. 
The larger the bribe the more chance of success A case 
where the right is clear and undeniable, is often allowed 
to lie over, that the .present may be augmented AH 
officers under the chief, and emplojed by him in districts 
and departments, follow his example , but are ultimately 
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thrown into a bora, or dungeon, and required to refund, 
and when they have satisfied the cupidity of their supe- 
rior, they are generally permitted to resume their func- 
tions, honored with the shawl as a mark of favor Capi- 
tal punishment is very seldom inflicted. The most incor- 
rigible culprits are punished with the loss of either one 
or both hands, and deprivation of nose or ears , but muti- 
lation is rare, for whoever has the means to pay, or can 
procure a respectable security to pay for him within a 
given time, may expiate the most heinous transgressions*. 

On the commission of a data or burglary, a qttzzakeef, 
or highway robbery, the chief, within whose jurisdiction 
the act has been perpetrated, is called upon to make 
restitution , aud, should he decline, the chief whose sub- 
ject has suffered, resorts to the Lex tahonis, and drives ofT 
several hundred head of cattle, or retaliates in some way 
or other. This summary method of obtaining indemnifi- 
cation for all robberies attended with aggravating circum 
stances, is a measure of absolute necessity, as many of 
the petty Chiefs, their Officers and Zumeendars, harbour 
thieves, and participate m their guilty practises. 

"When a petty theft is substantiated, either through the 
medium of a Muhur kltaee, or the production of a Maodcto 
or Numoona, (the confession of one of the thieves, or a 
part of the stolen property) the sufferer has generally, 

• Statutes were passed in the reigns of Henby 8th, Edward 6lh, 
Elizabeth, and James 1st, sanctioning and directing the loss of the right 
and left hand, and of an ear, for offences which would by a Sikh, scarce 
1? be deemed deserving the infliction of a mulct 

t Thia is an Arabic or Turkish word. In the provincial dialect we 
have Dharwee 
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as a preliminary to pay the Chtharum, or fourth, as a 
perquisite to the Chief, or his Thanadar, ere he can recover 
the amount of his losses Independent of this, the Muhur 
khctee, or approver, generally stipulates for a full pardon, 
and that no demand shall he made on the confessing delm 
quent for Ins K unrtee, viz any, or such portion of tho 
property, as may have accrued to him as his dividend of 
the spoil This share of the spoil becomes chargeable to 
the other thieves, and on settling accounts it is distributed 
equally amongst them. 

In all cases of stolen cattle, it is an established rale 
when the Soordgh Klioj, or trace of the footsteps, is ear- 
ned to the gate, or into the fields of any village, the 
Znmeendars of that village must either shew the track 
beyond their own boundary , and allow the village to be 
searched, or pay the value of the cattle * 

The rules of succession to landed property in the 
Sikh States are arbitrary, and are variously modified in 
accordance to the usages, the interests and prejudices 
of different families, nor is it practicable to reduce the 
anomalous system to a fixed and leading principle A 
distinction obtains m the Canons of Inheritance, between 
the Manjhee and Malwa Sikhs, or Singhs the former 
are so termed from the tract situated between the Itavee 
and Eeeah rivers, from which they originally sprung, 
migrating thence and extending tbeir conquests throngh 
the Punjab, and into the Sirhind province, where being 
of a military and predatory character, they soon conquered 

• Home in treating of the Anglo Saxons says 1 If any man could 
track Ins stolen cattle mlo another t ground the latter was obliged to 
shew the tracks out of it, or pay the r ralnc 
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for themselves a permanent possession. The Malwa 
Chiefs, are the Patceala, Jheend, and Naha Rajahs, and 
the Bliaee of Khj tul. The three first named are descen- 
dants ofa common ancestor named PfiooL,\vbo was Ckoa- 
dhuree of a village near Balenda, and are from him often 
collectively styled the Phoolheean. The progenitor of the 
Bhaee of Khy tul, having rendered some service to one of 
the Sikh Gooroos, the appellation of Bhaee, or brother, 
was conferred upon ban as a mark of distinguished appro- 
bation; and the persons of all the Bhaees are conse- 
quently held in a degree of respect above their fellows. 

The practice of succession to property, both real and 
personal, amongst the Manjhcc Singhs, is by Bhaee* 
bund and Choonda-bund. The first being an equal 
distribution of all lands. Carts, tenements, and moveables, 
among sons, with, in some instances, an extra or double 
share to the eldest termed “ Khurch-Sirdaree,” assimi- 
lating to the double share in the law of Moses.* Choonda- 
bund is an equal division among mothers for their 
respective male issae.j* 

When a ManjbeeSingb dies, leaving no male offspring, 
his brothers, or bis nephews of the full blood, assume the 
right of succession, to which the widow or widows 
become competitors. According to the Shasters, (if they 

* Deuteronomy, Chap, xxi, v. 15, 10, 17. 

t This practice of Choonda-bund js agreeable to the Hindoo Law. 
Vyaha says “ If there be many sons of one man, by different mothers, 
but In equal number and alike by class, a distribution amongst tbe 
mothers is approved to Urihaspati." If there be many springs from one, 
alike in number and in class, but born of rival mothers, partition must 
be made by them, according to law, by the allotment of shares to the 
mothers. 
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may be considered applicable to public property and 
Cbtefships,) the prior title of tbe widows is held but 
tlie Sikhs, with a view to avoid an open and direct viola- 
tion of a known law, have a custom termed ICurawa or 
C/iadta -dula, which obtains m every family, with the 
exception to those of the Bhaees Tbe eldest surviving 
brother of tbe deceased places a white robe over, and tbe 
neeth, or ring m the nose of the widow, which ceremony 
constitutes her his wife. 

This practice accords with the Hindoo and Mosaic 
Lawsf and acts as a counteractive to the many evils atten- 
dant on female rule If (he free will of the) widow were 
consulted, it is scarcely to be doubled, she would prefer 
the possession of power, and the charms of liberty, to tbe 
alternative of sacrificing her claims to her brother-in-law, 
and taking her station amongst his rival wives. Judging 
from the masculine disposition, — want of modesty, and 
of delicate feeling, which form the characteristic feature 
of Sikh females, necessity, and not choice, must have led 
them to yield to the adoption of an nsage, which most 
often be repugnant to their natures, and disgusting to 
their thoughts. 

On failure of brothers and nephews, the general prac- 
tice is, equal division of lands, and personal effects, 
amongst tbe surviving widows of ATnDjliee Singhs. 

• In the Bengal and most generally current Shasters, this is the rate 
but not in the Mithila province, (Tirhoot, icc ) the widow is there es 
eluded, and receives only a maintenance 
t Deuteronomy, Chap xxv, v 5 to 10 

f \ AioYAWOLEy* says, “ If a brother die without male issue, let another 
approach the widow once in the proper season ” And Mend ordains, 

“ having espoused her in due form, she being clad in a white robe ' 



200 


APPENDIX — SUCCESSIONS. 


Adoption by the widows is not allowed, and the female 
line is entirely excluded from the succession, to prevent 
the estates merging in the possessions of another family. 

The inconvenience, and evil, originating m the pre- 
vailing practice amongst the Manjhee families, of suc- 
cessive and minute sub-divisions of landed property, 
aggravated by the system of coparcenary possession, are 
seen, felt, and acknowledged, and the mischief of such a 
system cannot be too soon remedied * 

Amongst the Malwa Singhs, the rights of primo- 
geniture in the males are respected, and Jageers, or 
grants of land, are assigned for the maintenance of 
younger sons, by which the many inconveniences, notic- 
ed in the practice, or rale established amongst the 
Manjhee families, are obviated. 

* The Agrarian Law thus adopted amongst the Manjhee Singhs, and 
the condition to which it has reduced many families, may receive lllns 
tration from the analogous picture drawn by Sir John Davis in his work 
entitled Discovery of the causes, t thy Ireland teas neeer entirely subdued by 
the English “ The custom of Gavil kind did breed another mischief, for 
“ thereby every man being bom to land, as well bastard, as legitimate, 
“they all held themselves to be gentlemen And though their portions 
“ were never so small, and themselves never so poor, for Gavil kind must 
“ needs in the end make a poor gentility, yet did they scarce descend to 
“ husbandry, or merchandize, or to learn any mechanical nr» or science 
“ Besides these poor gentlemen were bo affected to their small portions of 
“ land, that they rather chose to live at home by theft, extortions and 
“ cashenng than to seek any better fortunes abroad The lesser proprietors 
“ should be encouraged to attach themselves to, and acknowledge the 
“ authority of some neighbouring superior This is an arrangement that 
“ will not be attended with the least loss to them in a pecuniary point of 
“ view, and it will ensure the certainty of having so many horse at com 
“ mand under one leader, instead of having many individuals, without a 
' kead, or what is worse, so insignificant, as not to be remembered in a 
‘ niom ent of exigency 
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Tbe Main a Singhs, with exception to the Blinecs, 
sanction ami admit the usage of ICtnaica, thereby oppos- 
ing a bar tft disputed succession between tlio brothers, 
nephews, and the widows of a deceased chief 

The Bhaees of Kbytul and other places, although they 
reject tbe union by Kttraica, \et set aside the claims of a 
widow, in favor of the brothers and nephews of one djwg 
without male issue. The widows of Bhaees receii e small 
Jagecrs. for their support during life 

The Mahomedan families scattered oter the Sikh 
States, who have been enabled to preserve their existence, 
and the shadow of power, reject the ordinances of 
their Law givers, and are guided by rales of their own 
forming "Were the Mahomedan and Hindoo laws on 
inheritance, as inculcated by the Shura and Metalshara, 
to bo made tbe leading principle in succession to landed 
property, very few, if any, of the many principalities in 
India would remain entire, and a common distribution 
would become universal, to the extinction of great 
estates* and the annihilation of the chiefs with their 
aristocratical influence 

■When tbe country, overrun bj the Sikhs, had been par- 
celled out into new allotments, the former divisions into 
districts, as established during the reigns of the Delilee 
Emperors, and recorded bj the Kanoongoes, or rule 
tellers, became stud, and much angrj litigation arose 
in respect to the ullage boundaries, and waste lands 
The cultivators originated tbe cause of dispute, and the 
effect was in most cases an appeal to aims, and an eflusion 
of blood, before the claims of the parties could hi lie ml, 

2 n 
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and decided by a convention of neighbouring Zumeendars, 
selected to draw a line of demarcation, and bound by 
a solemn oath to act impartially * The litigants made 
choice of an equal number of Moanstfs or arbitrators, in 
some cases one each, in others two to three each These 
committees would proloug their sittings for weeks and 
months, being nil tho while fed and paid by the parties, 
caressed and threatened by their chiefs, their relatives 
and friends influenced by party spirit, governed by fear, 
nnd little verifying the saying common amongst them of 
“ Punch men Purmisur Tive different modes of 
accommodation were in general adoption amongst these 
Punchayts — 1st An equal division of the land in dis- 
pute. — -2nd, The Punchayt selected the oldest and most 
respectable member of tbeir committee to defmc the 
limit, the others consenting to abide by his award — 3rd, 
A moiety of the line of demarcation was drawn by the 
arbiters of the one party, and the remaining portion by 
those of the other — 4th, The Punchayt referred the 
final adjustment to an old inhabitant of a neighbouring 
village, upon whose local knowledge and experience they 
placed more reliance than on their own limited informa 
tion — 5th, It sometimes occurred to the Punchayt to 
leave the division in the hands of one of the disputants, 
whose probity and reputation were established in the 
vicinity. 

Village boundary disputes, attended with aggravating 
aoseiats&xaces, hetweea the Chiefs sad cattirst&cs 

• The oath administered to the person who erects the boundary p liars 
if a Hindoo, is the Gunga Jul, or the Chour, or raw hide of the cow or 
swearing by his son If & Moossuiman, the Qoran or the placing h» 
hands on hi* sons head The Chour, anl swearing by his own child, 
are the roost binding 
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contiguous and rival slates, are of daily occurrence, and 
the riglil and title to the smallest slip of land js contest- 
ed with an obstinacy quite disproportionate to its intrinsic 
value Little attention is paid by the Chiefs or their 
subjects to the justice or reasonableness of a case , it is 
quite sufficient according to Sikh notions, that a claim be 
advanced and presented, as something may be obtaiued, 
and nothing can be lost by the reference to a Punchayt, 
which will use its endeavours to please, and harmonize its 
decision to the wants and wishes of those by whom it Ins 
been selected 

Bloodshed between Zumeendars in a boundary dispute, 
is sometimes atoned for by giving a ii«/n, or daughter, in 
marriage to a relative of the deceased, or commuted to 
the payment of 150 to 200 rupees, or 125 beegahs of 
land In general, however, revenge is sought, and the 
Khoon luha, or price of blood, deemed insufficient satis 
faction, particularly when a mother Ins to lameut the 
loss of a favorite child, or a wife with a family, the 
bereavement of a husband 

Claims to islands in a river flowing between two 
Manors, and to alluvions, are dctermiucd by what is 
called the Ktichnuch, or KisTilee lunna, which practice 
or rule nssigns the land to the proprietor of the bank, or 
mam, upon which the alluvion is thrown and from which 
the water has receded If the island be formed in the 
centre of tbo river, and there be depth of water on each 
side of it, sufficient for boats to ply, in tins case it be 
comes the joint property of the Chiefs on both banks * 

• Tbn appears a very ancient custom being mentioned by Duccsrovi, 
wbo derives bis information from Braeton 

2 n 2 
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This custom winch obtains in the Sikh States, with regard 
to alluvion, is universal, so far as my knowledge in the 
local laws and usages of India has extended, wherever 
lands are liable to such accident by an alteration m the 
Course of rivers. In the case of lands cast by the change 
of the stream from one side of the river to the other, 
though one Chief gams, and another loses, jet it is 
customary to preserve the rights of the Zemindar, if he 
consent to cultivate the lands The decided enmity of 
two Chiefs is seldom a bar to an arrangement, in which 
each finds or perceives an advantage to himself, either 
immediate or prospective, for streams in India are so 
subject to change, that the land lost one rainy season 
may be regained in the next, or even in the cold weather, 
when the river falls and the floods cease 

The use and abuse of the ancient privilege of the 
Zumeendars m damming up, and turning the course of a 
stream into artificial Kools, or cats, for the purpose of 
irrigating the lands in its vicinity, causes disputes and 
bloodshed , and, aftei much angry dissention, the result 
is generally n compromise stipulating for a reciprocal 
enjojmenl of the gifts of natnre In some instances, 
and in contiguous estates, the parties will agree to take 
equal shares of the water, either bj the hour, or the day, 
or by measurement, m other cases, one will receive two- 
thirds, and his neighbour one (bird only, according to 
their respective and pressing wants The land-holders, 
whose possessions are adjacent to the hills from which and 
their base, these streams and springs take their rise, 
require and demand a very large portion of the water for 
their rice lands, into which it is diverted by numberless 
water courses, drawn with great ingenuity by the cultt- 
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\ators into distant and coantless parterres Those who 
hold land at a distance, and lower down the river, m the 
more and districts, are querulous, that the streams do 
not (low unobstructed m their natural course, which 
would give them the unabsorbed portion to irrigate their 
v heat and barley crops 

It seems to be a question how far a Chief may be justi- 
fied lu entirely obstructing the course of a natural stream, 
and m appropriating the waters to Ins own exclusive 
advantage, to the serious detriment and loss of his neigh 
hours, whose rights he may seem hound to respect so far 
as they bavo relation to property On the whole, it ap- 
pears most just, that all should partake, as far as circum 
stances will admit, ot n share m the water of a natural 
stream or rivulet, and that when the absolute wants of 
those on the upper part of the stream have been supplied, 
the surplus should be again turned into and permitted to 
flow in its bed, to satisfy others lower down, whether for 
irrigation, or the consumption of the people, and cattle, 
in the and districts The lesser currents do not swell in 
the hot months as is the case with the larger rivers, 
which dehouche flora the Himala, and ore fed in warm 
weather by the liquefaction of the snow the supply of 
water in them is hence often so scanty, as scarcely 
to ndminister to the necessities of those near their 
beads, whilst the distress of others, farther down the 
stream, induces them to become more clamourous 
ns the quantify decreases, and tiftunafety stops short 
of them 

Bunds, or dams, are always constructed, after the 
ains have ceased, to raise the water to a level with the 
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surface, and to render it applicable to tbe purposes of 
lnigntion , were a total prohibition of this beneficial 
practice to be enacted, large tracts on many estates, 
through which streams flow, in deep channels, would 
become uncultivated , and the villages depopulated, to 
the serious loss of the proprietors, and the ruin of their 
Zumeendars With the view of relieving the deficiencies 
experienced fiom the want of the fluid in the arid districts 
lower down, a substitute for tbe dam might he found in a 
Hydraulic wheel of simple construction, to draw the water 
to the level, and in places where the banks are compara- 
tively low, it will only be requisite to dig the kool, or cut, 
for the reoeptionand carriage of the water deeper, and to 
raise it in the cut by sluice boards The cJiui ras, or lea 
them bags in common use at wells, with a relief of bul- 
locks, might also be serviceable m other spots All these 
expedients, however, fall very short of the utility and 
cheapness of the dams, when water requires to be 
conveyed many miles, and every kool is a canal in 
miniature 

Nuptial contracts are made in early youth by the 
parents or Dearest of km, who, in too many cases, are 
influenced more by pecuniary and sordid motives, than 
by the welfare of the children Disagreements arc very 
common relative to betrothments, ( mungnee), and to 
breaches of a promise of marriage, ( nata or mshit ) 
amongst all classes of the inhabitants In some instances, 
leal or imaginary diseases, or bodily defects, will be 
alleged by one of the contracting parties, as a reason why 
the bargain should be annulled , in others, a flaw in the 
cast and in most a discovery, that the girl had been pro- 
mised to two, three, or four different f imilies, from all of 
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winch ibe Deed} parents or guardians had received 
nione}, ornaments, or clothes If both parties be the 
subjects of one Chief, they appear before him, and either 
he, or his officers, satisfies them, or refers the decision to 
aPunchaytof the same class as the disputants If the 
complainant and defendant happen to reside in separate 
jurisdictions, and either of the Chiefs persetere m evad 
ing a compliance with the rule in such cases, or reject 
the award of a Panchayt, Gaha , or self indemnification, 
is adopted by the opposite part}, and the subjects, pro- 
perty, and cattle of his neighbour are picked up, and 
detained until satisfaction he offered and procured The 
other side issues its letters of marque, and this pernici- 
ous system is frequently carried to the commission of 
serious outrage, and to infractions of the public tran 
quilhty * 

It is not a rare occurrence for a parent or a guardian 
to be connoted of marrying a girl to oncmau, after her 
betrothment to another The Chief, or a Punchayt, in 
general, in such cases, gives a verdict that the plain- 
tiff is entitled to a female from the famil} , and if there 
he not one, the parents or guardian must find a sub 
stitute, or, as a dernier expedient, to which the in- 
jured party very unwillingly assents, the money lie may 
have expended, or a tnfie in excess with interest, is 
decieed to be restored to him, that he may find a sponse 
elsewhere. 

• A demand was made on the Btate of Putteeala, by a subject of the 
Nabah Uajab, for the price of a bnffaloe valued at la Rupees, but which 
on the settlement of the account by reprisal, exceeded 000 The case is 
gtitl in dependanee between them Between the same states and by the 
same system, one rupee accumulated in a few years to 1300 



208 


APPENDIX — WIDOW S 


Amongst nil the Jut families, f* and some others of the 
lower classes in the Punjab, n custom prevails, on the 
demise of one brother leaving a widow, for a surviving 
brother to take lus sister-in hw to wife by Kurawah or 
Chadurdalna, (see inlieiitance ) The offspring by the 
connexion are legitimate, and entitled to sncceed to a 
share of all the landed and personal property J It is 
optional with the widow, to take, either the eldest, 
(Jetli), or the youngest, who is general!) preferred and 
deemed most suitable Should she determine to relin- 
quish worldly ideas, and to reside chaste in her father- 
in-law’s house, she may adopt this course, but such 
instances are very lare, particularly in the case of young 
females, and are not to be looked for m a society, and 
amongst tribes, notorious for the laxity of their morals 
and for the degeneracy of their conceptions. 

In default of surviving brothers, and in accordance 
with acknowledged usage, the widow is at the disposal 
of her father-in law’s family Trom the moment she has 
quitted the paternal roof, she is considered to have been 
assigned as the property of another, and ceases to have 
a free will. Where the Hymeneal bond is so loosety and 
irrationally knit, it is not a matter of surprise, that the 
feeble tie and servile obligation, which mu to the wife 

t Intermarriages between tbe JfttSikh Chiefs, and the Aloowaleali 
and Ramgurheali funilies do not obtain, tlie latter being hutafo and 
Thokas {mace bearers and carpenters) and deemed inferior 

t The present Raja b of J*abab, Jvs\tv\t Si\ch, and six of the Singh 
Pooreah Chiefs, are by a connubial union of this nature Maha Raja 
Rumeet Siogu has gone some steps further He took by harairah 
a lady betrothed to his father Maha Singh He lias also taken Dv* 
Kooswcr and Knot Koonwui*, the widows of Saiifb SivCH,the chief of 
Gocyrat, his own uncle iu law 
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to the husband, should make but an insincere and heart- 
less impression Deuiales are daily accused before Chiefs 
and their officers of breaches of conjugal urtne, and of 
haring absconded to e\ade the claims, of a father, or 
mother-in law, or the established rights of a Jelh, or a 
Daucur. When they hate fled into the territory of 
another Chief, it is often difficult to obtain their restitn- 
tion, but the solicitations of a Pnnclnyt, and the more 
forcible argument of reprisals,, are in the end efficacious, 
and the unfortunate w oman, if she do not in a fit of despe- 
ration take opium, or cast herself into a well, is necessi- 
tated to snbmit Id the law of the land, which she will again 
violate on tho first opportune occasion. Sense of shame, 
or feelings of honor, hare no place in the breast of a J&t,* 
and the same may be said of men of other low tribes. 
They will make strenuous exertions for recovery of their 
wires, after the) have absconded, and will take them back 
ns often as the) can get them, bickering eren for tho 
children the woman may have bad by her paramour, os some 
recompense for her temporary absence, and for the ex- 
pense and trouble they have incurred in the search for herf 

Debtors and revenue defaulters who abscond, and find 
protection in a foreign state, are seldom demanded, and 
if demanded, never surrendered by even the most petty 
Chief The promise is made, that, when the delinquent 
has the means, be shall discharge whatever sum may 
appear, on a scrutiny into his accounts, to be fairly due 

• The old Chief T*iu Singh Ghvba often declared, that a Jit o nose 
reached to Mooltan, and that if be lost a part of it for any offence, 
there would still be enough remaining Implying that he was a stranger 
to shame and coold survive disgrace 

\ Law of Moses, Deuteronomy, Chap 23d t 15 and 16, 

2 c 



210 ArrFNmX— ENDtvnMFNTS 

by bun It is not uncommon for n deputation, composed 
of the beads, or of some respectable inhabitants of a 
town or village, from which a person has removed, to 
proceed and wait upon the Chief with whom a fugitne 
rony find nn asylum, nnd, entering into stipulations for 
Ins personal safety, to receive him bach, if he he willing 
to return 

In the Sikh states there are no compulsory laws for 
raising money for the relief of tbo indigent Most 
fuqcers belong to a punt, or sect, and each sect has its 
temples, which are endowed with lands and villages, 
(termed Ooriloo nnd Poora ) by the chiefs, and to which 
Churliana, or offerings of gram and money, are made by 
its notaries An clemosynary establishment is some- 
times founded, in places of great resort, by chiefs and 
wealthy natives, and named Suda birt, at which every 
stranger is entertained for a certain number of days, and 
fed gratis Every Hindoo temple has its Muhunt, or 
head, to whom are attached Ins immediate Clictas or fol- 
lowers, who parade the country, towns, and villages, ash- 
ing or demanding charity, which forms the support of 
their superior and themselves and js freely distributed to 
the needy stranger and weary traveller who may stop at 
their gate or desire a Iodgingand a meal within the courts 
of the Thakoor Dwara 

The Moosnlman classes have their Peerzadas, who 
make their rounds amongst their mooreeds, or disciples, 
and receive from them such neeaz, or offerings, as they 
Can afford, or may choose to present Since the decline 
of the Muhoraedan, and the rise and establishment of the 
Sikh power, the Peerzadas have to lament the loss in 
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•many instances, and the diminution in others, of their 
village endowments. They still letain, however, a por- 
tion of the lands they held during the reigns of the Empe- 
rors of Delhi, attached to their principal lozas, tombs, 
or seminaries, but the rents from them, and the trifle 
given in neeaz, are barely sufficient to maintain them- 
selves and families in respectablo circumstances, and to 
support the Khadims , or servitors , in constant attend- 
ance at the tombs of their saints. > 

Every village,indepcndent of the fixed dues to the black- 
smith, carpenter, washerman, to choomars, and sweep- 
ers, has its inulha , or incidental expenses, charged on its 
cultivators for what are termed aya, yya, or grain, ghee, 
&c. given to wandering ftqeers and needy passengers. 
The punch or heads of the villages, who supply the mul/ta, 
collect it in cash from the villagers, twice during the 
year, and it not nnfrequently gives rise to altercation and 
dispute, from the real or supposed inclination of the 
punch to impose upon them, under the specious and pious 
name of charity, much of which finds its way into the col- 
lectors own pocket. > 

Hindoo andHoosuIraan fuqeers are found located in and 
around every town and village, and each has his TxtheeaJi, 
or place of abode, to which a few beegahs of land are 
assigned, the gift of the Zumcendnrs, who, in other res- 
pects, also, take care of the common holy fraternity, that 
their blessing may continue to be upon them. 

The Jinsee, or grain lands, are cessed by the Kim, 
(appraisement), or the J lutaee, (division of the produce 
jn the field;) both are exceptionable. It requires a 
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very discerning and experienced man, to estimate the 
quantity in a field of standing gram In some it is over, 
and m others under rated The Butaee is detailed and 
tedious, an establishment also is required to watch the 
different Kuhiarah, or heaps of gram on the field 
Cultivators are apt to steal it during the night, and in 
stormy and wet weather much of it is damaged, ere it 
can be housed ft is a common saying * Bulaee lootaee,’ 
or Butaee is plunder Some Chiefs exact a half of the 
produce, others two fifths, and a few one fourth Sugar 
cane, cotton, poppy, indigo, and all the lands under the 
denomination of the Ziibtee are assessed at fixed rates, 
and the rent is received m cash 

In the Sikh states, the lands of most towns and villages 
are parcelled out into puttees, turnfs, or divisions, 
amongst the Bunch, or Zumeendars who are answerable 
for the Strkar s or Ruler's shore In some where there 
are no ostensible heads, the lands are held by hulsaree, or 
ploughs Thus, if in a village society, there be twenty- 
in e ploughs, and 2500 befegabs, the Jiosce and Zubtee 
lands, are equalized amongst the Asamees, or husband- 
men which gives 100 beegahs to each plough, and each 
Asnmeepajs his own rent much on the principle of a 
Ryot war settlement In general the Punch bold a few 
beegahs, and also the Puchotrah, (5 per cent ) on the net 
collections, in Inaum 

7»Ve syyfera of assessment by the jvtin or jffuface, 
pleases the agncnltaral community, and the Chiefs, who 
pay their armed retainers and establishments every six 
months in kind, with a small sum in cash called posfut 
kee or clothing it also accords with their internal plan 
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of management On some small estates, with compara- 
tively few followers, it works well, bat it is not at oil 
adapted to extended territory and great governments # 

The chief sources of oppression on llio people, under 
Sikh rale, emanate, 1st, from the exaction of the Siwaee- 
Juma, or extraordinary imposts, levied in cash on every 
village under tho general head of tho Huq-Huloolnuzur- 
Uit, and branching out into a varietj of names. 2nd, 
The inhuman practice of Kai hegnr, or the impress of 
labour of the inhabitants without recompense , and 3rd, 
tho violcnco to which they arc exposed from licentious 
armed dependents, quartered in the forts and towers 
which cover the country, and prey on the villages. 

Every major nnd minor chief exercises tho privilego 
by prescription of taxing trade, yet the duties, though 
levied at every ten to twenty miles, are light. A prac- 
tice called hoonda lara prevoils in the mercantile com- 
munity. A trader gives over charge of lus caravan of 
goods to a nanuhpoolraJi, who engages to convey it for a 
stipulated sura from Jaghndrec to Umritsnr, tho empo- 
rium of tho Sikli slates, paying all the duties. 3 ho 
nanukpoolrafts, from the sanctity which attaches to their 
persons ns the descendants of Nanuk, tho founder of 
tho Sikh faith, enjoy certain exemptions, nnd are less 
subject to molestation from custom lionso importunity 
than others. Beema, or insurance, may be bad at a cheap 
rate from the Nouhorccah merchants to all parts of Jndi i. 
Should tiny grievous or voxations tax be imposed on 

* nc^JEcr Sixch, when urged by hi* officer* to abandon the farming 
ajatem, and Introduce the Kun anil Butace alwajr* rcjdie*, “that 1 e 
cannot gire hia tune and attention lo the weighing and bousing of gram 
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the trade by a cluef, he suffers an alienation of this branch 
of his revenue, by the route being 1 changed through the 
possessions of another, who has the power to protect, and 
the inclination to encourage the transit of traffic through 
his domains.* 

Sikh women do not burn with the corpse of their Iius* 
bands. A single exception occurred in 1805, in the 
town of Booreeab, on the death of the chief R ae Singh, 
when his widow made a voluntary sacrifice of herself, 
rejecting a handsome provision in laud There exists no 
prohibition against the Suttee. In all cases they are un- 
derstood to be willing victims, nnd much renl or pretend- 
ed dissuasion is exercised by the public functionaries, 
and by friends and relations, to dnert tlio miserable 
creature from her destructive intentions. That affection 
and duty have not always place in this class of felo de se, 
which would explain and extenuate such a deed, and con- 
vert the offspring of superstition into a noble act of self- 
devotion, is obvious from the frequency of Suttee, and 
from the fact that it is not only the favored wife, but a 
whole host of females, that sometimes are offered up to 
blaze on thepjre of their deceased lord + 

In most cases of Suttee, it will generally be observed, 
that a slow reluctant promise lias been exacted from, or 

• Romeet Singh became am ions lo establish a Copper Mint at Umrit- 
sur, anti prohibited the Importation of pice from Jaghadree The mer- 
chants of Jaghadree retaliated, and withheld the exportation of copper 
from their town, and gained their point 

The Rajah of I’uteeala has attempted to raise the duties in trade, and 
failed, from ins territory being avoided. 

t This allusion is made to the frightful scenn, which occurred on the 
demise 0 f the Hill Rajahs of Kooloo, Nahun, and Juswoul, and other 
place* 
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made by the wretched woman in an unguarded moment, 
■when under the impulse of grief. A multitude is imme- 
diately assembled round her dwelling and person; cla- 
mour and precipitancy succeed, no time is permitted for 
reflection ; honor, shame, and duly all now combine to 
strengthen her bloody resolution, and the scene is harried 
through and closed.* 

* In 1826, after the domain of Umbala lapsed to the Hon'ble Company, 
a very young Brahmin woman heard of the demise of her husband in a 
foreign land and expressed a determination to immolate herself with part 
of his clothes A concourse of people instantly gathered around her and 
the utmost excitation prevailed. Being absent at the time, the ofCce 
Moonshee, theTbanadar of Umbala, and the Soobadaron duty, all three 
Hindoos of high caste, took upon themselves the task and responsibility 
of preventing the sacrifice, dispersed the multitude, and induced the 
young creature to await a reply to the express they had despatched to 
me A threat to confine and prosecute all instigators, and a pension of 
three rupees per month saved the Brahminee, and she survives, honored 
in her family and respected in society as a living Suttee, totally falsifying 
the current belief, that recantation brings disgrace, scorn, and contempt. 
On the demise of the Hill Rajas of Bulaspoor and Nahnn in 18il and 
1827 there was no Suttee, and the practice has disappeared in the Hill 
States under the protection of British Government 
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Page 2 — Last line of the page 

Initiation by drinking of tho Pahul is a nte established 
bj Gooroo Govind, and is thns described by Khoosk- 
wuqt llAEE The candidate and the initiator wash their 
feet with water, and then put sugar into the liquid and stir 
it with a knife, while they repeal five quatrains, the first of 
uhich runs as follows 

Surawuk sidli sumoh aidhannk dekh phiryo ghur Jogee Jutee Kee, 
Soorsurawuk sidb surawuk sunt sumoti unik suttee kee — 

Sare hee desko dekh phiryo mut Looo nu dekhut pranputee kee 
Sree Bhugwan kee Bhuye knpa bin ek rutce bin ek rutcc kee 
I have been round andhave seen all kinds of devotees, Jogees and Jutees, 
Holy tocd, practisers of austerities, men wrapped up in contemplation of 
the Divinity with all their many ways and 1 abits, 

Every country ha> e I tra\ elled over, but the truly godly I have seeh no 
where, 

tV ithout the graceof God, friend, Mon s lot weighs not the lowest fraction 

The other quatrains are very nearly to the same effect, we 
add the whole in the original character for the benefit of the 
cUrious, but do not think it worth while to translate the 
remainder 

i 

wnw"? •5qq;wfl§!ii 

qiqqalSii 

2 D 
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31513313 3? 353 f353533 371 fw3 (537 II 
®1575f 3515 33135 313 33135 313 3%3 I 
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Betw ecn each quatrain the hrcalli is exhaled with n puff, nml 
the beverage of mixed sugar and dirty water stirred as above, 
is then drunk to the toast of “ tcahl tcah! Gocind Sikh ! 
np kcc gooroo chela " Ilail 1 hail! Gownd Sikh I himself 
preceptor nnd pupil ” The neophjle, after this ceremony, is 
a Sikh complete. It is said (hat when Goonoo GoviNDhad 
onlj five followers, he went through this form with them, 
drinking of the water which had washed their feet, and they 
drinking that which had washed Ius. 

Page 27 — Third line from the bottom. 

UmlrSi>gh, ofPntceala, was the son of Sutdol Singh, 
who sunned his father Ala Singh, two or three jean, 
according to Khooshwuqt ltArp "When TXmlr Singh 
waited on Ahmld Miaii, he was ordered to slmc his head 
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hnd beard before entering the Royal presence By a 
Nuzurana (or present) of a lakh of rnpee9, he purchased 
permission to appear bearded and unshorn Khooshwuqt 
Raee say s the title of Rfufundur was obtained fromSlIAH 
Aium in the time of Saheb Singh, and the style Muha- 
Raja Rajugan Bahadur was that conferred on Umup Singh 
by A«ai ed Siiaii 

Page J9 — Rod of the paragraph 

KHOOSIIWDQT Race gives the same account of the death 
of CinmuT Singh, which he says happened at Oodjioo- 
Chuk, on the Bnsuntur, after the two armies had been for 
six months encamped on opposite sides of the stream, skir- 
mishing with one another K R also confirms the story 
of the assassination of Jiidnda Singh, but says he wa3 
ruling about at the time with two or three orderlies lie 
gives the same date for these events as Captain Murk vy 
Page 40 — Last line 

Khoosiiwdqt R\ee says that Gunda Singh, head of 
the Blittngec Misul, being applied to by Diiuhum Singh 
for aid against AIaha Singh, made answer “ hy should 
1 destroy this youth and make over his inheritance to a 
servant? ’ 

Page 41 — Eighth line from the bottom 
Khoosiiwdqt R \ee says the Bhunt/ec To^had been taken 
by Churut Singh from Leiinv Singh, but the carnage 
breaking down in the attempt to carry it to Gujraofee, it 
wis left in deposit with the Zumecndars of liusool Nugur, 
until it should be re demanded by the captor The restora- 
tion of the gun to the Bhaagees was there fa re a breach of 
faith 

Page 43— Ninth line from the bottom 
Khoosiiwdqt Rvee names several families which had 
found refuge in Jummoo, during the troubles of the Punjab 
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Amongst others, Muiaka Zumance, a Dchlee Queen, and 
one of the unions of Meuv.Munoo. IIubee Singh, the sea 
with other members of the family of Raja Kaonra Mut, was 
also liung there in splendour, and Diet ut Rare, the son of 
Luehput ItAEE.Ind likewise settled there, with the remains 
of seieral other families of Nobles of the Rehlee, or Vice 
Regal Courts. Runjpet Deo treated nil these refugees 
with much distinction, and particularly enjoined his son to 
continue to them the same courtesy Br.u Raj, however, 
was no sooner seated on the Gudee, than he made them the 
objects of Ins extortion. From Hubee Singh he is said 
to hare obtained 50 lakhs of rupees 

Pago 43 — End of the second paragraph. 

Kuoosiiw vqt Raee states the plunder obtained by Maiia 
Singh, from Jummoo, at two Krores of Rupees, but this 
seems much exaggerated. He also states that BitW Raj 
had been killed in an action with a Bhungee detachment, 
and lussoQ,CUYT Singh, was the Raja, when Maha Singh 
captured and sacked the town. 

Page 4-4 — 14lh line from the bottom. 

According to K. R , Jr Singh ordered his people to 
shoot Maiia Singh, and Goon Bukiish, his son, in ram 
interceded to save him, — he also says, that Maiia Singh went 
off immediate]} from the mteri icw, and was pursued and fired 
at as far as the Tillage of Mejithn, hut escaped fortunately 
without injury, 

Page 40 — End. 

Khooshwuqt Raee is silent in respect to the fate of 
Runjeet Singh’s Mother, hut admits that the Dewan was 
made away with, and adds that Runjeet was for some tune 
after distrustful of the whole race of Mootusudees, and would 
employ none. 
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Page 63 — End of the page. 

JtJSA SingiT of Chunduneeot, or Cheulof, is said to haie 
surrendered to Runjeet Singh, upon a promiae of restora- 
tion sworn on the Holy Grnnth, but -was nevertheless made 
prisoner immediately on presenting him self, and stripped of 
all Ins possessions Runjeet Singh being taxed with the 
perjury, called for flio holy volamea on which he had sworn, 
and the wrappers being opened, some bricks in the shape of 
books were all that was found. 

Page 64 — End of the paragraph. 

Goolab Singh Hhnngee died, it is said, from excessive 
drinking Lohgurh stood a siege, and was taken by assault, 
—the besiegers having found entrance by a wn.het gate, left 
open to act as an embrasure for an enormous gan The 
place was taken in the midst of a storm in the month of 
December, and Goordut and Ins mother escaping, were 
all night exposed to the cold and rain, bnt found refuge at 
last with Jomt Singh, head of the Rumgnrbeea Misul, 
whose fort Ramgurh was not rery far distant Runjeet 
Singh fornul his aunt, the sister of Maha Singh, in the 
fort, and sent her off in a ruth, or covered cart, next morn- 
ing, to share the misfortunes of RaNBE Sookha. 

Page GO — End of the paragraph 

Thcresnlt of Runjeet Singh’s expedition of this season, 
from the time of his leaving Umntsur until Ins return, is 
stated by KnoosHW CQT Raek, to ha» e been seven elephants, 
nine pieces of ordnance, fifty horses, and about two lakhs of 
rupees in cash. 

Page utf — at fro 

In 1007, Jodh Singh was gained over to closo alliance 
with Runjeet, and K R gives a long detail of the means 
used tocajole him Amongstother things, Runjeet Singh 
asked permission to inspect the fort of Raingurh, and went 
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there thinly attended He professed great admiration of 
the fortifications, and ordered the foundations of a fort for 
himself, iftcrwards called Govindgurh, to belaid down accord- 
ing to the same plan Jodfi Singh was the son of Jusa 
Singh, M ah a Singh’s ally against Jy Singh He joined 
with his Misul the army that was led by Runjeet Singh 
against Tvasoor in 1807, which is stated at 30,000 horse, 
being the united force of the Sookurchukeeas, Ghnneeas, 
Aloowalas, and Rumgurheeas After eight days’ fighting, 
an out work of the place was carried, when Siiurf ood deen 
and others deserting, Kootub ood deen surrendered 
Page 01 — -Tenth line 

Mozuffur Khan is said to have paid eighty thousand 
rupees, and to have given five horses to be rid of the Sikh 
array During the march hack, a Zumeendar came up 
mounted on a fine horse to pay bis respects Runjeet 
Singh coveted the horse, and Ins over zealous courtiers 
demanded it rudely The rider being offended, rode up to 
Runjeet's elephant and made several cuts at him The 
guard and attendants gathered round, but none was found 
that could match the Zumeendar m horsemanship and sword- 
play After having wounded and unhorsed several, he was 
shot and his horse thus secured 
Page G3 — Eleventh line 

It was about this time, that is, towards the close of 1807, 
that Mohrum Chund presented himself at the Court of 
Runjeet Singh, and was appointed Dewan He had 
served in this capacity with Saheb Singh of Goojrat, and, 
until his appointment, Runjeet Singh had no officer of 
this description 
Page G3 — The end 

K E assigns the capture or Pulhan Kot and Seeal Kot 
to the previous season, that is, I8O7 0 
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Page 08 — Middle of the page. 

Khooshwvqt Raee says the Akalees intended to have 
taken their reieage upon the mission bj {, night attack, to 
prevent which Runjeet Singh sent 500 0 f his best troops 
to mount guard about Sir Charles fln> TC ALrE's camp 
In the morning. Sir Charles moied to * greater distance 
from TTmritsur, and the Akalees dug up and burned the 
buried biers and every relic they could Cud of the Mohurne- 
dan rite. 

Page 77 — Middle of the page. 

Sunsar Chund played a double part through the whole 
of this negociation After his engagement with Runjeet 
Singh, he entered into treaty uith Umuk Singh, promis- 
ing to surrender the fort to him, and thus obtaining leave 
to bring awaj his family, contrived to throw into the place 
his brother with four months supplies, thus hoping to keep 
it against both claimants. Runjeet SiNGif, however, seiz- 
ed ITnrodh Chund as a hostage, and obtaining from 
Sunsar Chund an order to berecenedintc, the phee, brib- 
ed Ujiur Singh, whose army was sickly and pressed for 
supplies, in order to secure access to the gate, when no 
opposition was offered to Ins entrance 
Page 78 — Last line 

K R says that upon Goolab Singh’s fljing to Run- 
jeet’s camp, Saiieb Singh of Goojrat, tbe father, took 
fright and fled to Bhimbur, whereupon his whole territory, 
and the treasure and property in his forts, were quickly taken 
possession of by Runjeet, and a Jageer of 12,000 Rs per 
annum was assigned to Goolah Singh The plunder of 
this family is stated to have yielded between five and six 
lakhs of rupees in cash and seien hnndreq villages In 
1810, Saiieb Singh gare himself up and obtained a Jageer 
of rupees SojOOO per annum. 
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Ala Singh, Raja of Puteeala, captured by Ahmed Shah, receives favors, 
2a— is confirmed in the possession of Sirlund, 27 — succeeded by his 
son Surdol Singh, tsote to page 27 

Allard, Mo ask , a French Officer in Runjeet Singh s employ, his arrival 
at Labor, 131 — address to Runjeet Singh, 132 — attends the meet 
mg with the Governor General, his advice to Runjeet, lf2 
Amherst, Earl, Governor General — his intercourse with Runjeet Singh, 
147— carries home presents to the King of England, 152 
Ar\ SaMed — M oodajee Bhoosla, seeks refuge m Lab6r, 12G 
Askoob, Ranee of Pateeala, quarrels with Raja Saheb Singh, her hus 
hand, 61, 62— made regent on her hnsband being deposed by Colonel 
Ochterlony, 75 

Ata Mojiommed Jviwv, son of Vuzeer Sheer Mohnmmed of Kabool, 79 
—leagued with the Governors of Attuk and Kashmeer, 83 — holds 
Shall Shooja prisoner in Kashmeer, 92 
B 

Balck Ram, Soogun Chund s Comashta at Lahdr, aids the flight of Shah 
Shooja s Begums, 102 

Beer SfNGir, Raja of Koorpoor, in the hills, expelled, 110 
Bentiscs, Lord I'm C Governor General of India, proposes an inter 
view with Runjeet Singh, 159— proceeds to Roopur, IG2— meeting 
with Runjeet, 161, lGj, 10G— Instructions for Commercial Treaty 
with Sindh, ICS 

Bhaee Lal Singh, of Kythul, joins in solicit ng British protection, 61 — 
accompanies Colonel Ochterlony to Khuruk Sing a wedding, 90 
Bn ag Singh, ttuloowala, serving with Runjeet, is imprisoned, 82— and 
released, 83. 

Etna Singh, of Jhcend, in»ite9 Runjeet Singh to take part in a quarrel 
with Puteeala, 58 — alarmed at his encroachments, solicits British 
protection, Gi — accompanies Colonel Ochterlony to Khuruk Singh * 
wedding, 90 

Bttoor Singh, Raja of Hurerpoor, m the hills, expelled, 101 
Bhva Ram Sivcii, Dewan of Khuruk Singh, 92 — en ployed against Hash 
nw, 2.05 — iktgTSced juid tatOetsi, 112 
Boonn Singh Bmcrr, of Soojanpoor, exactions from 1 io, 55 
Boodh Singh, of Tyzoollapoor, exact ons from him, 55 — his person 
secured, 76— expelled, Dies to Loodceana, 86 
Brij Raj Deo, cl lest son of Runjeet Deo, of Jnmmoo, rebels and calls Jn 
Churnt Siiipti, 35— makes an exchange of Turbands with Maha 
Siogh, 40 — succeeds to the Raj, his ill conduct, 43 
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Ben wet Kms succeeds Ms father, Sadiq Mohammad Khan, as Nuwab 
of Duhawulpoor, 141 — his rerep ti on of Lieutenant Burnes, 153. 

Bcuhicdcr Singh, Goorkbalee defendant of Nalapanee, slain m action 
with Yoosuf Zyes, 130. 

B cases, Lieutenant— sent in charge of Horses to Lalivr, 154 — his diffi- 
cnlties in Sindh, 155, 156— sads up the Indus, 157, 158— arrives at 
Lahfir, 159. 

c. 

Chcret Sinch, ancestor of Runjeet Singh, 22 — defends Cujraotee against 
the Afghans, 23 — his Misn), 32 — takes part against the Jummoo 
Baja, 39— dies by the bursting of his matchlock, 39 

Chyn Sim;ii, Devan of Futccala, joined in a mission to Dtlilce, to seek 
British protection, Ct. 

CnYT Singh, joint Sirdar of Labor, 51— reduced by Bunjeet, takes a 
Jageer, 52. 


Dm Sinch, Mujhilheca, employed in collerling hill tributes, 121- 
crosses the Sutlej against Belaspoor, but is recalled, 122. 

Diieean Sincii, Raja— Chamberlain of Runjeet, obtains a grant of Jutn- 
raoo, 125 — his great favor, 117— aims to connect himself by marriage 
with Snnsar Cbund, 118. 

Diiircm Sincii, rebels against Maha Singh, is subdued, 40 

Dil Sincii, an associate of Churut Singh, 22 — instigates the putting to 
death of Runjeet Singh a mother and the Dewan Lukhoo, 40 — his 
disgrace and death, 5G. 

Del Sincii Mcherna, Jageerdar, employed by Runjeet Singh, 103, 103, 
109 — destroys himself because reproached, 130, 137. 


Feeroz Kims, Chief of the Kkotuk Moosul man*, 119— makes terms with 
Runjeet, 119 — bis death, 137. 

Foteii Khan, Sirdar of Sahcewal, surrenders to Runjeet Singh, 79, 60— 
liberated, 83. 

rcTErt Kiian, Vuzcer of Kabool, eipels Shah Shooja, 79— conquers 
Kasbmeer, 03, 01, 05 — bis interview and treaty with Runjeet, Ot— 
dissatisfied at the seizure of Attuk, 06— his action with Devon 
Moklium Chnnd at AUuk, 09— recalled to the Indus, 101— put to 
death by Fnnce Kamran, 117. 
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Fitter Sing, AloowaTa, his friendship and exchange of turbands with 
Runjeet Singh, 53— joins in several enterprises, 54, 5S, 5C — left on 
the Chunab, while Runjeet Singh goes to meet Juswunt Rao 
Holkur, 68 — grants made to lmn, 65, 62 — engagement made with 
him by Lord Lake, 68 — employed against Ooch, 111 — distrusts 
Runjeet and flies across the Sutlej, but returns, 144 

G. 

Ghonda Singh, successor of Jhnnda Singh, as head of the Bhungee 
Sikhs, 40 

Goocab Singh, Bhungee Sirdar, heads a confederacy against Runjeet 
Singh, 52— dies of hard drinking, his family stripped 51 

GootAB Singii, brother of Dheean Singh, chamberlain, i2o, I 17 

GooRDtrr Singh, son of Goolab Singh Bhungee, expelled from Lohgurh 
and reduced to poverty, 64 

Gooroo Govind, last Gooroo of the Sikhs, institutes the Rahul, 2 ant 
Note 

Gcjptrr Singh, of Jheend, his daughter marries Malm Singh, 41 

Gi>»n v Singh, son of Jodh Singh, of \ uzeerabad, pays a large price to 
secure h is succession, 78— is stripped of all, 81 

H. 

IIafiz Ahmed Khan, Chief of BhuTcurnnd Lceah, 110— extortions from 
him, 111 — his country reduced, 129 — treaty with him faithfully 
observed, 130 

ITeera Singh, son of Dheean Singh, h!s favor with Runjeet Singh, 117, 
119 

Hoikab Mcliiar Rao, his inarch to Lnliftr to succour Adeena Beg Khan, 
16 — defeated by a detachment of Abdalees, 18 

' “ Jrswunr Rao, fiics before Lord Lake to Lnhfir, 57 — peace con- 
cluded there between him an t the British Government, SS 

Hcree Singh, Nalooa, appointed Governor of.Kashmeer by Runjeet, 
123— removed for Ins seventies, 129— employed against Mohtiramcd 
Uzeem Khan at 1’eshawnr, 139— overpowered In the hills near hash* 
•mw, lW-»nt on n mission to the Governor General at Shimla, ICO. 

J. 

Jaroo Singh, Ohaec of the Sikhs, hU Sutnsdh or tomb, 1 

JiitNDA Singh, Chief of the Bhungee Misul, 29— ally of the Raja of 
Jatnmoo, 39— assassinated, 40. 
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Jo»n Singh, son of Jusa Sing of Ramgurh, gives an asylum to Ranee 
Sookha,51, (Note) — Runjeet Singh s efforts to gam him, CO, (Note) 
— services, 80 — rebukes Runjeet for his rapacity, 87 — Ins brothers 
plundered, 113 

Joint Singh, of Yuzeerabad, his death, 78— succeeded by Guudha 
Singh, 78 

JcBUK Khav, brother of Futeh Kban ^nzeer, left Governor in Rash 
nicer, 118 — defeated and expelled by Misur Dewan Chund, 123, 121 
J Cham Dan Khan, Governor of Attuk, betrays Shah Shooja, 92 — sur 
renders Attuk to Rnnjeet Singh, Oj, 96 — appointed by Runjeet 
Governor ofPeshawur, 119 — expelled, his further adventures, 120 
Jcsa Singh, Chief of the Ramgurheca Misul, 29— expelled by the Ghu 
neeas, 41 — forms nn alliance xvith Maha Singh, 45 — recovers his 
possessions, 45 

Jcsa Singh, of Cheniot, reduced by treachery, 53 — anecdote in respect 
to him, Note to 53 

Jcspct Race, brother of Lukbput Raee, killed in action by the Sikhs, 4 
J ymul Giicneea, Chief of Puthanhot, his fort seized by Ruojeet Singh, 
03 — and surrounding possessions, 7G — his daughter married to 
Rhnruk Singh, 89, 90— his death, 92 
Jy Singh, Atareewalx, deserts to the Afghans, 131 — leagued with Mo 
burned Uzcem Khan, 13t — returns to his allegiance, 137 
Jy Singh, Chief of the Ghunee Sikhs, 29— associates with Churut Singh 
in Jummoo affairs, 39 — with Maha Singh in the attack of Rusool- 
nugur, 41 — affronts Maha Singh, 44 — combination against him, 45 — 
his son slam, he yields, 46 — dies in 1793, 48 

K. 

Kaboolee JIcl, Ahmed Shah’s Governor of Lah6r,2G— expelled by the 
Sikhs, 27 

Ramram, Prince, son of Shah Muhmood, of Eabool, plots against and 
destroys Futeh Khan ^ uzeer, 117, 113 
Rvonra Mul, appointed Dewan of LakOr, vice Luhhput Raee, 0 — de- 
feats Shah hurra* Khan 10 — killed in action with the Dooranees, 
12 — his son and family find an asylum at Jummoo, 43, Note 
Ruaja Ob\d, left by Ahmed Shah, Governor of Labor, 20 — til sap*- 
ported, 21— attacks Churut Smgh in Gujraolee, and fails, 23 
Rhoosuhal Singh, his rise to favor, 81, 8 j — R unjeet s conduct to him 
and hi3 brother, 113 

KiiCBtrk Singh, son of Ruojeet Singh, his birth, 53— employed on various 
occasions, SI, 91, 123— his marriage, 90, 91 — his mother disgraced 
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IiUJIM-Ood Deen, of Ivasoor, makes terms with RunjectSingh, 53— Is 
assassinated, Si 


o 


OcHTErtONY, Colonel — commands the force, Advanced to the Sutlej, 71— 

* Ins arrangements with protected Sikhs, 72, 7 1 — deposes the I’ulee- 
nla Raja, 71 — his life attempted, 75, 76— attends Khuruk Singh's 
wedding, 89 to 91. 

I\ 

Pltoou Siscit, Akalee fanatic, attacks Sir C T Metcalfe's camp, C9 — 
commits excesses tn Hafiz Ahmeds country, lit — killed in action 
with \ oosuf /jes, 139 

I’oTTl'CER, Colonel — British Agent in Knchh, negocistes Lieutenant 
Humes’ reception In Sindh, 151, 155 — sent Lnvoy there, ICS— nego- 
tiates Commercial Treaties, 1G9 to 174 

It. 

Ham Dial, grmdson of Dewnn Mokkum Chund, employe 1 ngunst 
Knshmcer, 103— generous conduct of Mohumtd Uzeem hhnn to 
fmu, 107— further employment, 108, 10J— killed la action In Kasb- 
tneer, 125 

ItoonooLLAii Kuan, Raja of l'ooncli, 103 — attacks Runjcet • camp, 107 — 
Ins posts carried by Mtsur Dcwan Chund, 129 

IllMCtT Dro, ltaja of Jummoo, in the hills, gained by Ahmed Shah, 26 
• — his son rebels, 3S — his death, 43, and Note to ditto 

Kcvirtr Sincii — his birth and early d mjer from small pox, 42 — marries 
the daughter of Sudn Hoonwtir, 46— and a daughter of the Niikre 
Sirdur, 49— assumes the Ootcrumenl from his mother on 1 her Denim, 
•to— intrigues and takes La Mr, 52— maintains himself against a con. 
felmrj, S3— Iinlr, ilitcn. fcrr|iiiaition>, 51, S3, 30 — conduct IO» 
wards Ifolknr and Lord Late, Sif — crosses the Sutlej, 39 — takes 
Kasoor, ro— marches to Puteealn, Cl, 62— mission of Sir L. T, 
Metcalfe to him, G3— treaty concluded with him, GO — takes Hsugra, 
”6, 77— Jiswlar, fvnf&rj fs H ot firmr Vh rfit, At-* 

[Tofligoey, S3— extortions, SC, K7— Irmtes Ledum I Of htcrlotiy t » his 
sou's wedding, SO, 01 — oj* rat ions in the hills an i designs on Kush* 
meir, 91, 01 -gains Attuk, 0>-ebtamt the Kohl Sour Diamond, 
99 — Cr»t expedition against Ha»hnx-rr, J0J to lo 7— exactions, toi to 
HI— rrjrimaad* Rfcimik *iit>gh »n I | on i sties hit mother, 112— 
takrs SlooJuu, 111 , lli-ical.es hit srtay di* gorge lu j loader, JIC, 
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117 — first advance toPeshawur, 119 — conquers Kashmeer, 122, 123 
124— intrigues against Soda hoonwnr, 127— disgraces and plun 
ders her, 128 — takes Munkera, ISO— -entertains Trench Officers, 131, 
133— second expedition to Peshawur, 137— captures it, 139— his 
favorites, S5, 113, 143— present of cart horses to him, 132— his re 
ception of Lieutenant Burnes with them, 158, 459— agrees to meet 
the Governor General, ICO— meeting, 1C2 to IGC—his character and 
resources, 178 to 190 


Saiikii St >cn, of Goojrat, succeeds his father and ia I esieged by Maha 
Singh, 47— leagued against Runjeet Singh, 52— flies his country, 
78 (Note)— accepts a Jageer, 83 

Saiicb Singh, Raja of Puteeala, succeeds his father Umur Singh, 59— 
Runjcet Siogh interferes in b is quarrel with the Naha and other 
Chiefs, 59— his quarrel with his wife, 61— again Vuited by Runjeet, 
62— exchanges tnrbands with him, CG — deposed by Colonel Ochter 
lony, 74— his death, 75 

Seycd Ahmed, a Moosulman reformer, his rise, 145, 14c — defeated, 14G 

reappears and gains ft victory, 149— masters Peahawur, 150 — isde 
sorted and expelled by the Yoosuf Zyes, 150— slam >n action, 151 

Shah Zdman, succeeds ShahTjmoorat Kabool, 50— invades the Punjab 
and loses his guns, 51— retires across the Indus, 79— and to LahOr, 
67, 92— pensioned at Loodeeana, 103 

Shah Nowaz Khan, usurps the Soobadare** of LaM r , 5— expelled by 
Ahmed Shah, G — attempts Lahor against Meer Munoo, but is defeat 
ed and slain, 10 

SllAH Siiooja, son of Tymoor Shah, 56— retires into the Punjab, 79— 
fails in an enterprize to recover his dominions, 87^ S ocond failure, 92 
— the Kohi Noor Diamond extorted from him, 9c, 97, 98— further 
ifl usage, 101— his wires and family escape to Loodeeana, 102— 
himself also, 103 

Sheer Sincii, presented to Runjeet ns bom of his wife Mehtab Koonwur, 
03 — claims a separate establishment, 127— employed J n the expedi 
tion to l’eshawur, 139— routs and slays Seyud Ahmed, 150, 151 

Snoon Ood Docla, J*nvab of Oudh, joins Ahmed Shah, 18 

Sindiieea DuttaJEE, defeated and slain by a detachment of Abdalees, 18 

Sooltan Khan, Chief of Bhimbur, usurps tlie Raj and resists Runjeet 
Singh, 9V — imprisoned and reduced, 91,101, 109— released and ern- 
ployed in the second expedition against Kashmeer, 123 
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Sookii Jecwci, a Hindoo la Ahmed Shah’s service, II— appointed Go. 

remor of kashmeer, 13 — rebels, is reduced, andhlinded,2fi 
Soda kooiwCB, widow of Goor Buhhdi Singh of Gbunee, 4G — marries 
her daughter to Runjeet Singh, 46 — succeeds to the Slrdaree of the 
Ghnnees, 48— adviser of Runjeet Singh, 4'J— aids in the conquest 
of I-vh&r, 50, 51— exactions from her dependents, G1 — presents Run 
jeet with twins, declared to he bom of her daughter, G3— not at 
khuruk Singh’s wedding, 00 — intrigues against her, 127 — her fait 
and imprisonment, 128 — question as to her right to protection for 
territory South of the Sutlej, 131, 135 
Sida Sitrr.o Rao Riiao, leads the Mahratta army sent against Ahmed 
Shah, 19— slain In the battle of I’aneeput, 20 
SuMin Ciicnp, Raja of Kangni, invades the Turner, 51, 5j— pressed by 
Goorhhas, solicits aid from Runjeet Singh, GO— loses kangra, 70, 
77— employed in collecting tributes for Runjeet, 131— his death, 1 It 

T. 


Ta»a Sincii Ginns, head of the DoolccaU Mlsul, 30— extortions on him 
by Runjeet Singh, 53, CO— dies while serving with Runjeet, Gi— his 
family plundered, G3 

Tabs Stvw, twin brother of Sheer Singh, alleged sons of Mchtab koon- 
wur, 03 

Tymoob, sou of Ahmed Shah, left Governor of Lnhftr, 13— expelled by 
the Mahratias, IG — succeeds to the Throne of habool, 23— dies, and 
is succeeded by Shsh Zutnan, 60— dissensions among his sons, 60 

U. 

Umir Siactt, Raja of Ruteeata, 27— obtains lilies from Ahmed Shah, 
27, 28— anecdote of him. Note to pago 27— succeeded by Sahel) 
Singh, 59 

Unca Such Tuars, Goorkba Commandant, invades Kangra, GO— be- 
sieges it, 76— is foiled, and retires across the SntieJ, 77 an f Note- 
campaign of Colonel Ochteriooy against him, 109 

R»*ot»i Liji >p, Raja of Kangra, succeeds his Ulhcr Sansarchand, Ill- 
visits LehAr and Hies to British territory to avoid a degrading con- 
nexion, It 1 * 

Vrvrx ()<>D-l)ir<t, ra-i— r and IluVrem, rm} Joyed cn easS Jeoljai rail- 
•■OHS by Runjeet Siejh, Wi, 137, ICO. 
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V. 

VcPA Beccm, wife of Shah Shooja, received into Wool tan, 70, Not<v— ■ 
brought to LahSr by Shah Zuman, 02 — cajoled by Runjeet Singh, 
93— severities on her to extort jewels, 90— escapes to Loodeeana, 
102 

Ventdra, MonJR , a French Officer in Runjeet s service, his arrival at 
Lab dr, 131, 132 — employment, 133 — saves Teshawur critically, 149. 

w. 

Wade, Captain— British Agent at Loodeeana, discrepancies between his 
account and Captain Murray's, 40, 49, 62, 63— sent on a mission to 
Lahdr by Lord Amherst, 147 — invited to Lahdr to meet Lieutenant 
Burnes, 159— negociates meeting of Runjeet with the Governor 
General, ICO 

isiVAS Rao, son of the Peshwa, 19— killed at Panceput, 20 

Y. 

ah Moiidmmed Khav, Governor of Pesbowur, 119— expelled by Run 
jeet, recovers the city, 119— submits to pay tribute, 137— retires from 
Mohumud Uzeem Khan, 137— -restored by Runjeet Smgb, 140— 
summoned to the Indus, 142 — killed in action witbSeyud Ahmed, 149 

You EE A Khan, son of Zukureea Khan, Viceroy of Lahdr, 2— attempts to 
put down the Sikhs, 4 — is ejected by his brother Shah Nutva* 
Khan, 5— flies to his uncle the Vuzeer at Dehlee, 5. 

Z. 

Zvn Kush, left by Ahmed Shah Governor of Sirhind, 20— engages the 
Sikhs and is critically supported by Ahmed Shab, 24— killed in 
action near Sithmd, 2G 
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